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Vi cki Go rAdHedrtdor ®od: bdving God with Your Whole Heaid a breath of fresh air! Unlike so many

ot her books focusi ng o nbreithep sincenity and dorcarrdratherstisan snmply offering s b o o |
answers to frequent questions. To be sure, Gordy offers her readers plenty of answers and a humber of good

reasons for believing in and trusting Jesus as Lord, but A Heart for God also offeeatler B glance into the

aut hor dahedntthat fores God and her neighbors. In short, this book was a labor of love, and it shows.

Fortunately truth and love are not mutually exclusive, and A Heart for God is thus an example of howdmspeak

writed the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15). As a result, | predict that readers will come away with a sense that the

Gospel is worth serious consideration, and a healthy respect for the author of this wonderful book.

Bob Stewart

Professor of Philosophy and Theojog
Director of the Apologetics Program

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

Instead of sidestepping the questions of creation and the existence of God, this book embraces these questions and
analytically considers the options in an gde-understand format that can be appreciated by everybbelieve

that this approach serves well to invite the person with rational doubts in finding comfort through a rational
understanding of the possibilitiet's a compelling read that allowsehreader to making a better decision as to

what is truly believableThis analytical approach offered a refreshing and unpressured read and opened my mind
and heart with a perspective and understanding for which | am most grateful.

Dr. Joseph Lacoste,.Jr
Founder and CEO
Louisiana Dental Center

Some Christian books focus on personal spiritual development without substantial answers to the questions of
today. Other Christian books focus on intellectual answers but leave no space fiwmalansight. A Heart for
God: Loving God with Your Whole Heally Vicki Gordy strikes a great balance between intellectual apologetics
and relational evangelismit will certainly be used by the Lord in bringing many people into His kingdom.

John Fray

Author of Bad Preacher

Executive Pastor of Spiritual Development
Celebration Church, Metairie, Louisiana

| found this book to be both heartwarming and exceptiowéhile the author presented her own personal journey in
search of truth and meaning in life, she did so in a way that was neither judgmenpaétentious. Thus leaving

the reader to respectfyllagree or disagree with her conclusior&ie book also purported a serious investigation

into deep concepts that are common to us all and at the same time challenges the reader to do his or her own soul
searching. Finally, this well timely written boogrovides the reader with an answer to today's problematic and
divisive world if we dare ourselves to listen more to our hearts.

Deacon Piero Caserta, PhD
St. Agnes Catholic Church, Jefferson, LA



Few have a heart for God as my friend Vicki Goréyl. who know Vicki know she offers this book as an invitation

to explore biblical faith and discover, as she did, that it is strong enough to hold through life's storms, and gentle
enough to satisfy every healtler careful research, verified by some of todaysdcholars, shows that the

Christian faith is reasonable and trudhis is a book | highly recommend.

Marilyn Stewart

Editor and Journalist

Assistant Director of News
Communications Office

New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

A Heat for Godis exceptionally well written and thoroughly researched. It is easy to read and a great tool to
discern answers to questions we all have. It is laid out in perfect sequence for Seekers who want to know more
about God and provides a path for am€hristian to grow in their faith. Growing Christians will also find it a
wonderful resource. | recommend everyone read it as it is exceptionally well done.

Julia Ball
Texas
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| dedicate this book tay family, to future family members,

and to all who read it.

May God bless you
as you seek to know him atod

love him with your whole heart.
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Preface

Late one July afternoon in 2014, a week to the day before my 60 birthday, my phone
rang. The words | heard would totally interrupt my life.

At this point, the book | wanted to write someday was a two -inch thick folder with loose
pages of my random thoughts, Bible verses, and quotations that | had been compiling for a
couple of years. | wanted to put together the most important messages | could sharet what |
came to learn during my life's journey about God, the Bible, and Jesus and why my decision to
follow Jesus was the kest decision | ever made | would also share how & O E gamazing plan for
us, this life -giving and life -transforming treasure that | discovered many years ago, is available
to anyone who sincerely wants it. There is nothing more valuable | could pass on to those | love
and to future generations.

Origin ally, 1 envisioned writing this book just for my family, b ut later, my vision
expanded to share it beyond family . | thought about this book frequently and considered it a
hobby | would work on leisurely over the next ten years. It was one of the top items on my list of
goals | hoped to complete before | turned 70.

But when | received that phone call, time stood still. | learned that my biopsy results were
positive for breast cancer. | was informed the following day that the specific type of breast
EEOQOEI UwPEUwW?UUDx O1 w O bobnEafieb YdiscovarguBhas beet Gascrdeda& thew
fastest growing, hardest to treat and most likely to recur type of breast cancer.

As one might imagine, that news was quite sobering. A lot of soul -searching follows this
type of diagnosis.

0adol0l whbOwUT PUwWUDUUE U D\iHawifkny thre routhid earthusBhbdRu b OOE T L
there any unfinished business in my fifewas at peace for the most part. However, there w ere two
areas in which | desired more time.

At that time, m y daughter Amy, my only child, was 28. | hoped | would live long enough
to see more of her life unfold and to be here for her. | eventually came to a place of acceptance,
though, that regardless of my outcome, she would be okay. | realized that even if | were a
hundred years old, there is no time that would ever feel like the right timeto leave her. | trusted
that God would be with her, as would so many people who love and care about her.

| also felt sad that if this was the beginning of the end of my life, considering how fast -
growin g this cancer is,| might not realistically be able to complete the bookthat | so wanted to

write.
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But, | spent very little time focusing OOwUT I w? b1 E U Mdatiof the @irod durlng O O 6

my journey with cancer | felt a very strong sense of peace.| came to acceptthat however this
illness developed, | could trust that God knows best how my life should play out to accomplish
his purposes for me during my time here on planet Earth, and that gave me comfort.

The next nine months were a whirlwind of activity. | had chemo, surgery, and radiati on.
In addition to the medical treatment | had locally (in the New Orleans area) | made numerous
six-hour commutes from my home to M. D. Anderson Cancer Center in Houston . And, on April
14, 2015 my treatment was officially completed. Gratefully, at the end of it all, | was given a
good prognosis.

I am so thankful to God that | recently celebrated five cancerfree years.During this time ,
| have enjoyed many very special moments with family and friends, including one of the most
wonderful days of my life ¢ the marriage of my daughter and son-in-law, Amy and Eric.

| am also full of gratitude to God for the time He has given me to complete this book.
After my cancer treatment, | hit the ground running, attempting to finish it within a coup le of
years, instead of my previous goal of by age 70.But, this project has beenmore work th an |
imagined and took longer than | originally envisioned . Nevertheless, writing this book has been
a wonderful and fulfilling experience that | will always treasure. | have learned so much along
the way. Throughout the process, | have been stretched, strengthened,convicted, humbled,
inspired and motivated. My hope and prayer is that God blessesyou through this book in some
way, too.

I am so happy to be able to share my journey with you! So here it is, from my heart to
yours, A Heart for Go
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Introduction

?People look at the outward appearance, butdie looks at the heast (I Samuel 16:D)

?So we fix our eyes not on whatsisen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eterndl¢2 Corinthians 4:18)

There is so much more to youthan the reflection you see in the mirror.
Although your body is part of your personhood and & O E YVdrd is clear that your body
has greatvalue, the most important part of you is unseent that is, your inner self. The Bible
often refers to your inner self as your ? T 1 E Thi$ &verd is mentioned over 700 times in the
Bible, but only a very few times is it referring to the physical heart. Author James W. Sire says
?2( OwlUTl OUUOWE OE wb O wE ¢h&cerirél detningdlement bOthe Buimarupkbrsok. ¢pid wd U w
Your heart is invisible to the human eye, yet others get to know your heart by what you
reveal through your life ¢ what you say and do, and UOOI UPOl UwEawbl E0waOUwEC
EOOZz.QwBHIQWPEUI UwUI I 01 EUUWUOT T wi EEPovertsQaud0i z UwoObi 1 wUl
While people see only what you reveal through outward expressions of your life, God
sees beyond.He sees your heart.And your heart matters to Him ¢ more than you might know.
It has been saidthat the One who knows you the best, loves you the most. He knows you
better than anyone else, and for that matter, he knows you better than you know yourself. He
loves you beyond human comprehension.
His desireisUT E0wa OUwhp OUOEwWOOYI wi POWEEEOwWOo wbhDUT wadlUlUu
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REASONS TO BELIEVE

?[B]ut in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone
who asks you for a reason for the hope that isin ¢ Peter 3:1% ESV)

Not everyone reading this book believes that the Bible is reliable, that Jesus is who he
claimed to be, or that God exists. And obviously, a person cannot love & OE wb i wUeévera WE OOz C
think he exists. As author and Christian apologist Josh McDowell said, ?A heart cannot rejoice
in what the mind rejectd( wOOOP wUT PUwi UOOwxT UUOOEOwI Rx1 UPI OEI 6

A Journey to Belief

When | was young, my opportunities to learn about God were limited. We attended
church for a brief time when | was about nine years old and then again around age eleven.| also
attended church for several years during high school with someone | dated. But, the church
I Rx1T UPI OEl Uw( wi EEwl UOPPOT wUx wEPEOzZ Uwi EYI wWEOwWDOOI E
Then, at age 17, | began college. It felt strange to be in thisne w? EEUOU> wi OYPUOOO!
was different, exciting and somewhat intimidating. At first, | remember being naively in awe of
the professors. My history class was huge and it was held in an auditorium. | dong remember
UT T wxUOIi 1 UUOUZ UwO E Grie affactedryife forisdvend! yeandtdcorel U w
This professor stated that it is not historically accurate to believe Jesus existedHe claimed
that Jesus was just a myth.At the time, | assumed he must know what he was talking about.
After all, he was the history professor. ( wUT OUT T Uwl | wEl UUEDPOOawbPOUOEDZC
unless he had facts to back up what he was saying.
After that semester, | transferred to an out-of-town college and when | left home to move
there, my mother gave me a Bible.| occasioally picked it up and skimmed through it, but deep
down | thought that if | were being intellectually honest with myself (based on what | was told
by that professor), | would conclude that Jesus was probably just a myth and God must be a
myth, too.
I only attended college for three semesters. My college experience was short, but it was
long enough for me to at least learn a few life lessons,one being that professors are certainly not
all-knowing. The comments made by that history professor were now in question. But, at this
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point in my life, with the many distractions available to young adults, any desire to re-visit the
belief-in-God issue was put on hold.

Several years later, at age 21, | was at that place where young adults often find themselves
at that stage of life. | was forming my own identity and beliefs ¢t no longer accepting thoughts
and opinions just because | had been taught them. | also had those nagging questions about life,
such as: Where did | come from? Why am | herAfAd, where am | going? felt increasingly
compelled to reconsider whether God is real or a myth, to stop pushing this aside every time it
came to mind. | wanted to know the truth. If | reached the conclusion that God is not real, |
could put it all to rest. But, if | came to believe that he is real, that would be significant and |
would want to acknowledge that belief in my life. But, | had to sincerely believe he is real. |
E D E Oz Uwbp E OtorouwghGhe fatiehs. wi O

One quiet fall evening after | arrived home from work, | was bored and looking for
something to do. | went to my bookshelf, picked up Peaceavith Godby Billy Graham and began
reading it. (The book had caught my eye several months earlier and | had bought it with the
intention of reading it at some point in the futu re.) After reading through a few thought -
provoking chapters, | remember pausing to reflect on what was written. | walked over to the
window of my second floor apartment and looked out at a stunningly beautiful sunset. |
remember gazing in awe of the beauty of creation. At that moment, everything began to unfold:

611 Ul wWEDE w( OBOWLIY, manlsthé gapable of creating the sky, the sun and
the trees that | viewed outside my window. And, if man did not create this universe, then |
thought it logically follows that a form of being lower than man could not have created it. It
seemal unreasonable to me, when considering the intricacies, the majesty and the order in the
universe that no intelligent force was behind it all! And | thought that if man, nor a form of
being lower than man, is capable of creation,then by process of elimination, it only stands to
reason that there must be a form of being greater than man who created it all. Then | thought,
?0kay. This is who we know as God?

Why am | her@... If God created us, | was sure he had purposes in mind for doing so.
Purposes known to him. Purposes for us to discover.| remembered having learned through my
earlier church experiences, and it was reaffirmed in the chapters | had just read, that one of the
ways God speaks to us is through the Bible. | thought that the Bible could help m e learn more
about God and answer some of my questions.

611 Ul wE O w Althdbughbl Grew almost nothing about the Bible, | did remember
some of the basic messages it taught that God loves us so much that He came to earth in the
human form of Jesus to help us know him better, and his death on the cross provided an
opportunity for us to enter into a relationship with him, offering us a clean slate from all of our
sins, and a new way to think and live. | also knew the Bible teaches that although theseearthly
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EOCEDI UwOIi wastldieVew wedvidizlivg wn, either with or without God, and that he has
given us a free will to choose whether or not we will enter into this relationship w ith him .
concepts for me to comprehend, | considered that in my humanness, there are mysteries and
dimensions of reality that | simply was not designed with the capacity to understand (at least
while on this earth).

It all began to make Ul OUT wOOwWOI OWEOEwW( wEOUOEOz UwNUUUOwWHT OC
seemedlogical, reasonable and obvious.

It was time. Time for a decision. Time for a change. Time for me to express to God what
PEUwWOOwWOa unhtll iad IWed dheufsst 21 years of my life without really knowing him.
That | was sorry for my sins, and | needed and wanted his forgiveness. That | wanted to know
him and learn why he created me and how he wanted me to live. And that | needed him to
guide me. On the evening of October 16, B75, that was my prayer.

So it was back then, forty plus years ago, when my college professor tried to persuade us
to disbelieve the claims of Christianity. That was in the context of a culture in which almost
everyone accepted& OE z Uw | &l ldentif@Ethemselves as Christians. Today, the voices
denying his existence and challenging Christianity are louder and greater in number ¢
especially in the college setting, but in other forums as well. And unfortunately, far too often
people accept thisinformation (like | did at first) with little to no scrutiny.
If you have heard or read claims that would cause you to doubt that God exists, that the
! PEOTI whbUwUI OPEEOI OwOUwUT E0w) 1 UUUZz wE OBdeUyE Ul wOUU
others who have heard this same information have not been impacted by it. Why are they
persuaded that these claims are either untrue or irrelevant? What additional information do
they have?How did they reach different conclusions?
At this point, you mightbet T DO OB T QO% UwUT E { wlYD wE @ EUwREEOED O U w
and Christianity throughout my lifeHow do | knowthey are trugy { 7 Owl OE E w3 ltwded) Ol E n,
go both ways. And, no one needs to believe in God, the Bible and Jesus without good reason.
This is where Christian apologetics comes in.
61 EQwi REEVUOawPUw" | bidtled MebginDEckaliing & ¢okirol pojnt
of confusion about this word. Although the spelling of this word i s almost identical to the word
apologeticthe meaning of apologetis has nothing to do with an apology. The term apologetics
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comes from the Greek word apologiaand means defense This word is defined E UneaBoned
arguments of writing in justification of something, typically a theory or religious doctrine. 22
Christian apologetics explains why it is reasonable to believe in God, Jesus and the Biblet and
does so through the academic disciplines of history, archaeology, philosophy, science, physics
and math.
As a result of what | experienced with my professor, | have always had an interest in
defenses for the Christian faith. The first apologetics-type book | read was by Josh McDowell ¢
More Than a CarpenterSome years later | discovered C. S. Lewis. Many more Christian
apologists are on the scene today.
Addit ionally, in recent years | have had the pleasure of serving as a volunteer for
apologetics events featuring many of the top apologists from around the nation and some
f UOOWOUT 1T UwxEUUOUwWOI wUOT T whOUOES wW( zZYlI WEOUO Wil 1 OwOEC
highly renowned skeptics of Christianity. Between these dialogues and other resources, |
TEYI OzOwNUUOwT 1 EUE wOOY TwwiDl ER WiEduh EuO0T 1T wd®Ep0A0 0J wiisr UT OUD Y
only served to strengthen my belief in, and passion for, the God of the Bible.
For those interested in discovering why so many believe in the claims of Christianity,
there are more resources available today than ever before.The increased challenges to Christian
beliefs in the last few decades have created the need fotbetter articulation of why we believe
what we believe, and for more availability of this information. As a result, in recent years,
Christian apologetics has exploded, providing an abundance of resources:books, videos, and
websites. We have also seena growing increase in the discussion of apologetics at many
churchest from the pulpit to the Bible studies. Ministries and clubs that are specifically focused
on apologetics are popping up, as well. In recent years, even a few movies have been released
with an apologetics message (such asThe Case for ChristAnd, there are apologetics eventst
seminars and conferences.The bottom line is that for those who are interested in exploring
evidence for the claims of the Christian faith, there are resources galore.
I should note here that the purpose of apologetics is not to just gain head knowledge
about God, Jesus, and the BibleThink of apologetics not as an end in itself, but rather a means
to several endst for believers and for non-believers.
( T wa O Uadyd believér apologetics can help stretch and deepen your own faith. It can
also help you to help others. Being able to better defend the claims of Christianity can be useful
when people you encounter have questions and doubts. And, in cases where you may not be
EEOI wOOWEOUPI UwEwWUx] EPI PEW@UI UUDPOOwWxOUI EwlOOwaduo
resources you can recommend. So, even if you are aleady convinced in the claims of
"TUPUUPEOPUAWEOEWEOOz Uwi 1 1 O wEoofdrf thefrutiuinéstafithedd) UUT O1 A
claims, consider becoming prepared to make a deféngavhat you believe for the benefit of others.
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(Il wadUzUl wOOUWEWET OPI YI UOWEUUWOxT OwUOwIl RxO00UDC
very helpful. And, when you think about it, what do you have to lose? If at the end of your
research you think the information is unconvincing, you will have at least expanded your
horizon. You will be more well -read about Christianity which is the religion of an estimated 2.2
billion people. 2 OOWEUWEwWOPOPOUOOWadblwbbDOOwWl EYI wi EPOI EwUC
largest religion. Or, in your study of apologetics you might just discover some new information
worth considering. Note these words of C.S. Lewis:? " T UD U U D E O b &f acOmpbriancé, EOUIT O wH
and, if true, of infinite importance. The oneUT DOT wPUWEEOOOUWE|T whUW@ OET UEUI
claims of Christianity are not true, then it has no bearing on your life now or after you die. But,
if these chims are true, this is not something that is just somewhat important ¢ it is of infinite
DOxOUUEOGET wlOOwadUwowlOwUUWEOOS

In the upcoming chapters, | will share some of the reasons why | am a follower of Jesus.
BEUI EwOOwbl EQw(zYl wOl EUOI EwUOT UOUT TrealJthat thedBIblE® UO w( wE
reliable, and that Jesus is who he claimed to bel will just scratch the surface of apologetics here.
Should you desire to dig deeper into apologetics, excellent resourcesare available by biblical
scholars who cover in much more depth the topics | introduce. A list of recommended resources
is included on my website: heartforgod.org.

Before we delve into reasonsfor believing PO w& OEOQwUT 1 w! PEOTI wEOEwW) 1 UU U
and take a look at a broader topic, the appropriate baU D U wi OU wEGO WET OPI1 | wo w
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PURSUING TRUTH

?0ne of the things that distinguishes man from the other animals is that he wants to know things, wants
to find out what reality is like, simply for the sake of knowilig. S. Lewis)

The more we live in harmony with truth, the better. Living in harmony with truth begins
by knowing the truth.

We have a natural curiosity about the world in which we live. We want to understand
what is true about it and what is true about us. Through the ages we have especially wanted
OOwOoOOPwWUI T wlOUUUT wEEOUU wOD iWhat &uth® Grigit) ofl B&h® WhoO OB OT w ¢
are we? What is the meaning of our life? How should we live? And, what happens to us
when we die? Our answers to these questions form the very core of our belief system. And,
UTT wUOIl UOwUUI EwUOWET UEUPET wOUUwWOOUUwi UOEEOI OUEOuwW
We all have a worldview t whether or not we can explain what it is.

Our worldview not only represents how we answer li | 1 z UwET 1 xris.(Wea wpardte U0 D O
from our worldview. It becomes the lens through which we interpret the world around us . It
influences what we think abou t ourselves and others, how we perceive our life experiences and
how we view what happens in the world.

Since our worldview impacts every aspect of our life, it is important for us to know that
our core beliefs which make up our worldview are not based on false assumptions, or
misinformation, or based on our emotions , or what we just hope to be true. But rather, that we
have earnestly sought the truth and applied the best information and reasoning we have so we
can be confident that what we believe is, in fact, true.

23



Truth Defined

, EOAawlODbUxI UEI xUPOOUWE EOU U wavuiu@W wil iR @R QTwd OWIUDDIE & B E
biggest questions (or any other topic) it is necessary to know some facts about truth ¢ what it is
and what it is not.

Truth is reality.

Truth is simply a representation of what is real. Truth is not based on personal opinions
and feelings (i.e., it is not subjective, but rather, truth is objectivebased on facts and reality.

Some truth s arevisible and some are invisible.

Reality is not determined by only what we are capable of seeing

Even scientists believe in things they cannot see or touch.There was a time when this was
not true, but that changed several hundred years ago with the discovery of such things as
gravity, magnetic fields, and momentum . All of these things exist, but none of these things can
be seen through a microscope.They are invisible.

It is a fact that material (visible) realitie s existand immaterial (invisible) realitie s exist.

Truth is truth regardless of how we respondt oit.

If something is true, it is true whether or not we know it, believe it, understand it, or
like it.

1 I may not knowthat mixing baking soda and vinegar will cause a chemical reaction, but if
| mix baking soda and vinegar Ul 1 wUl EEUDPOOwWbPDOOWUEOI wxOEET wl YI
would happen.

f  Someone canbelievesomething that is false is true, butjusUWET EEUUT wUOT 1 awEl ODPI Y
make it true.
1 I may not understandhow lightning strikes the earth, but lightning striking the earth is a

reality whether or not | understand it.

61 wE dKéthal ane day we and our loved ones will die, but death i s a fact regardless of
how we feel about it.
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So, truth is not contingent on us ¢ on what we know, believe, understand or like.
Truth exists apart from us, independent of us. How we interpret truth, our internal
opinion of wh at is true (if not supported by facts) does not determine truth.

People can have contrary beliefs, b ut there are no contrary truths.

This point is known in cOEUUDPE w OO1 b E w E-toatradiclionr (@& someiirhes1 O 0 O
EEOOI EwUIl 1 w? OE b u$tniethifg@dhtbtde EuR Brid faléeCap thk Game time.My car
is not both a Honda and not a Honda. It is not both true and false that | was in Louisiana when |
wrote this paragraph.
The law of non-contradiction applies to all truths, including religious truths. This means
that not all religious claims can be true. Some are true and some are false, since religions
sometimes make opposite claims about what is true.
(Il w(wUEaw( wET 0PI Y1 w& OE wiTkabislydws twkh Cobitooytrtdis Bad1 wi O U
&OEwWE O1 U witGtiauthal viielh&v® diftarent opinions or beliefs, but the statements we
made are not both true. One statement istrue. The other statement isfalse. Regardless of what
we believe, God either exists or God does not exist, and if we have a wrong opinion about
Godz Uwil RPUUI OET wOUUwWwOxPODPOOWEOTI UwOOUWET EOTT whT E0wD
It is not true for me that Jesus is God in human form and true for someone else that Jesus
is not God in human form. One statement is true. The other is false. Either Jesus is God in
human form, or n ot ¢ and this truth is independent of what we believe.

A truth claim that is misrepresented or misapplied does not determine the validity of
the claim.

If my doctor gave me a prescription that | either did not take, or instead of taking it three
times a day (as instructed), | only took it once a day, could | rightfully go back to the doctor and
EOOxOEPOwWUT EQwUT 1T wlOi &§0p&OPPHEDED DUWLUOOKPEDOI WEDI UO
true statement? There is a truth about whether or not that medici ne would have been effective
for me, but the truth of its effectiveness cannot be determined if | do not take it as it was
designed to be taken.

When someone does not properly represent a philosophy or theory, that philosophy or
theory cannot rightfully be judged as false if it has been misrepresented or misapplied.
Likewise, the truth about a religion cannot be rightfully assessed by the misrepresentation or
misapplication of it.
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We cannot create truth, but we can discover truth.

We did not create this universe, so we did not decide what is true about it (its purpose,
what it contains, what it looks like, how it operates).

No human mind decided what the laws of physics would be, or that there would be stars
in the sky, or that planets would revolve around the sun. 6 | WEDE Oz UwWET UT UOPOI wUl
our planet we would have fish in the oceans, mountains and trees, insects, animals, and
mankind.

We had no part in deciding truths regarding humanity ¢ that we would have two eyes, or
a liquid we call blood flowing through our veins, or that our temperature would be
approximately 98.6 degrees Fahrenheit or that we would require hours of sleep each night. We
made none of these decisions.

We also had no say in the existence and operationof our invisible (immaterial) qualities
such as our consciousness, our ability to think, dream, and experience emotions.Nor did we
decide the moral code of this life ¢+ what is in our best interest (and what is not) in order for us
to thrive physically, emotionally, relationally and spiritually. We had no say in any of this
because we did not create any of this.

Of course, there are things we cancreate We can create art and music and books and
meals and woodwork and myriads of other things, but we cannot create anything that is
material or immaterial from nothing. When we create something material, we begin with
some form of existing matter that we did n ot create, and when we create something
immaterial (like music) , we do so with the imagination of a mind that we also had no part in
creating.

But, although we cannot create truth, we have the ability to discover many truths. The
Greek word for truth is aletheia. Some words Wikipedia uses to define aletheia are disclosure,
unclosedness, and unconcealdnesg indicating that truth already exists, that it is hidden, and
we simply disclosdruth or discover it. We have the innate desire to know things (curiosity). We
have internal clues about what is true (instincts). We have senses to assess truththe ability to
explore options, to think, comprehend and reason, and to reachlogical conclusions.

We cannot know all tr uth, but we can know what we need to know.

Knowing all truth would mean that we know everything there is to know about everyone
who has ever lived in the world and everything there is to know about everything else in the
universe (visible to us, and invisible). No person can know all truth.
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It is easy for us human beings to have an inflated opinion of our capacities. ( Uz Uwil EUa wU O w
of this universe. ! U U O w Ode fbralnomekt to look at some facts.
First of all, we are small. - Ow 6 w ( we@lly, Ec@llysmall. For starters, earth is part of a
galaxy. In the context of our galaxy the earth itself is a very tiny dot. - OpP Ow Ol Uz UWEEEOwWU
consider that our galaxy is just one of over two trillion galaxies in our universe! 31T EUz UlmUDT T 0
2016 NASA estimated there are at least twotrillion galaxies! 2 So we start off with this very tiny
dot called Earth in our galaxy in the midst of two trillion other galaxies in the universe. Then,
living on this tiny dot are billions of us. Now, just imagine how small you/we are in relation to
the universe! A very sobering thought. (If this thought makes you feel quite in visible and
insignificant, hold on. More on this in a later chapter. But for now, let the fact sink in about how
small we are.)
Not only are we really small, we also have many limitations. We watch birds soaring
through the sky, but we were not designed with the abilit y to fly. Dogs have asense of snell
and hearing that far exceed ours. Cats can jump five to six times their length from a standing
position. 6 | WE E Oz USofblds, dég&diudcats are able to do things we cannot do because of
our limitations. Likewise, although the human brain and mind have amazing capabilities, we
just do not have the ability to know all there is to know. In the words of Sir Isaac Newton
(considered by some to be the foremost physicist of all time),? 6 T E0wpPl wOOOPwbPUwWE WE U
we doOz UwOOOP whUWEQWOET EOQB »
Because our earthly capacity for knowledge is limited, there will always be some
unanswered questions in our worldview, as there are in every worldview. No matter how
carefully thought out and researched a worldview is, it will in clude some mysteries, some
guestions that cannot be answered. There are simply dimensions of reality we are not capable of
comprehending or knowing in our human state.
However, although we may not know all we would like to know, we can know what we
need to know. We have the ability and opportunity to acquire the knowledge we need for the
purposes for which we exist here on planet Earth.

Truth Misidentified

221 1T wOOwWPUOwWUT EVwOOwWOOT wUEOT Uwa OU mEdosdibbs2:ByuUi UOUT i

There are various flawed ideologies about truth accepted in our world today. We will
hone in on three of the most prevalent. The first ideology denies the existenceof absolute truth.
It is known by the term relativism. The second rejects therelevanceof truth. It is called post
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truth. And, the third, scientism, teaches thatscience alone the means to determine all truth.
Here is a look at the problems with these philosophies:

Relativism

Relativism claims there are no absolute truths. No such thing as something being
universally true or false, right or wrong, good or evil. It assertsthat we each create our own
reality and decide our own truths ¢ that truth exists only within us. And, important to note,
relativism also claims that every peU U @ @iew of truth, and about what is right and good, is
equally valid.

Although some fully embrace a relativistic way of thinking, others think in relative terms
only with regard to morality. This is known as moral relativismand it is the most widely
accepted form of relativism. Those who think in this way believe some things are true and false,
but that everything related to morality is subjective ¢ that there is no universal standard of right
or wrong, good or evil.

Regardless of how relativism is applied, there are serious holes in this theory. Here are
some:

First of all, the overarching declaration that relativism makes is that there are no absolute
truths. But, this very claim is a contradiction of itself (which is known as a selfdefeating
statemeni. By its own definition it cannot even state that relativism itself is true since it argues
that nothing is absolutely true . And, if nothing is absolutely true that would include the theory
of relativism. Additionally, claiming there are no absolute truths, is another self-defeating
statement. Relativism itself is making an absolute claim about truth since a claim that has no
exceptions means it is absolute. So, by stating that relativism is true and that there are no
absolute truths, relativism clai ms to be the very thing it contends does not exist.

Relativism is also contradictory. AOUT OUT T wbUwx UOI I Udbsiot afi ttithBEsU wi Y1 Ua
equal, if someone believes that somethingcan be absolutely true or false, right or wrong, good
or evil, according to relativism, such a belief would be false. So, relativism once again
contradicts its own claim.

Here are some examples of how relativism would play out in the following
circumstances:

T (T w( WWEDOwYWEEUI wbT ECwUT How IxoBligve thé éatthuisi @pCudld CEOOW U
would be my truth. No one can question my truth that the earth is flat. (But we know
this is a distortion of reality.)
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1 If a man says it is perfectly acceptable to beat his wife when she does something he
dol U O %d) witd Belativism we would have no basis | OUwWET EOOI O1 bOT w U ¢
thinkingd w( I wbl WOENTI EQwUOw! PUWET T EYDPOUOwWI 1T wEOUOE W
OPOI 62 wwwweep! U0wPT wOOOPwWUT PUWET T EYDPOUWPUwPUOOT ¢

9 2POEI wUI OEUDPYPUOwWI UxOUUI UwUT EV0wI YI UaOOl zUwWYDI
would be no difference in the moral acceptability of , OUT I Uw31 Ul UEz UwYDBI b
how to treat people versus' PUOT Uz UwYDI PUWEEOUUwWI OPwUOOwOUI E
we would have no basis for saying that the way Mother Teresa treated people was
good and the way Hitler treated people was evil . (But we know what Hitler did is evil,
and we know what Mother Teresa did was good.)

3TT Ul wEUl wuRUUOWEwWi T Ppwi REOXxOI UwUT OpPPOT wUT EQwUI T
our core we all know some things are absolutely true or false, right or wrong, good or evil
even if we claim that absolute truths do not exist. If someone believes the earth is flat, how
many who claim that truth is relative would honestly accept this belief as equal in truth to
their own belief that the earth is spherical? How many would cham pion the rights of a man
who believes that there is nothing wrong with beating his wife? How many would defend the
idea that Hitler had a right to treat people as he did simply becausehe believed he was doing
a good thing?
Consistent application of relativism in everyday life circumstances is also unrealistic.
There are many instances in which people (regardless of their truth philosophy) expect, or even
demand, absolute truth. We want the absolute truth from our family and friends, our bank, our
doctor, our justice system, and in many other life scenarios.
In spite of the flaws of relativism, people throughout societies across the globe are
embracing this ideology with open arms. While some may claim to be ? Ul O IO (Wb O U O E u
venture to say most do not have a clue that the way they UT DPOOwWDPUWEEOOI Ew? Ul OEU
they understand that this way of thinking is flawed. In most cases, they are just going with the
flow of our culture, unknowingly falling ?captive w q@E Uw UT 1 u)!t® & QI dBcBpiiv@ O U
philosophy?

Post-truth

With a post-truth mindset, beliefs are driven by emotions, not facts.
Post-truth is defined asrelating to or denoting circumstances in which objective facts are
less influential in shaping public opinion than a ppeals to emotion and personal belief. 4
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In other words, how we feel about something, and what we believe (even if there is no
factual basis for what we believe) matters more to us than facts/reality/truth.
The term post-O U U UT whPEUw. BRI OU E wetdof thebydad EQXford blsa nogekbt
that although the term post -truth meant something slightly different in the first known use of
the word in 1992, for approximately the decade prior to 2016, its implied meaning is that truth
itself has become irrelevant. If there is a conflict between the facts and what we want to believe
(based on our feelings), the facts are simply ignored or downplayed.
Post-truth is very much akin to relativism. Where relativism denies the existence of
absolute truth, post-truth mig ht as well deny its existence because it has rendered facts,
Ul EOPUAOWEOEwWOUUUT wEUwWwYPUUUEOOGawbhUUI Ol YEOUWEOGE WU
post-truth way of thinking, judgments are made that are not well thought out, nor based on
logic and reasoning. Too often there is little to no effort to seek facts, to analyze, to evaluate
EIl I OUl wi OUOPOT woOxPOPOOUGwW6ET 1 Owi EEVUWEU] WEDUEOYI
disregarded altogether, or if acknowledged at all, they are held to a differ ent standard of
proof.
We are now seeing this posttruth influence play out to a greater degree in many areas of
our society.
While we have the ability to feel emotions, and emotions add color to our life, the
foundation of our beliefs (including our rel igious beliefs) should always be truth, not emotions.
Emotions come and go. Truth remains.

Scientism

Scientism has been defined asexcessive belief in the power of scientific knowledge and
techniques$ Pbs.org had this to say about scientism: ? ( €8sence, scientism sees science as the
EEUOOUUI wEOEwWOOOa wNUUU P iABEDE \dricauMitdieE fottheriy éhdbraced | w O U U U
scientism:

Without thinking it through, | jumped from science to scientism ¢ from the fact

that science can explain a lot to the assumption that it can explain everything.

However, just because the advancement of science has taught us new things about

how the universi wp OUOUOwWUT EVUWEOTI U0z OwUT OOwUUwPkT 1T UT T UwUIT
(WEEOQwWI DYl waOUwWEwWi UOOwWUEDI OUPI PEwI BRxOEOEUDOOWOI
but a computer expert could; he could sit you down with the design instructions for

Microsoft O ffice and give you a full scientific explanation of how it works). But that

30



POUOCEwWOOUwWUT ObPwUT EVw! POOW&E&EUT UWEOT UOzOwl RPUUOWE
behind the how. To the contrary, it would show that Bill Gates is really smart!

The how question (a question of mechanism) does not answer the who question (a

U1 UUPOOwWOI wET 1 OEAKOWEOEWDUWEOUOWEODI UOzUwWEOUDPI
purpose): Why was Microsoft Office created? We can only get an answer to that

guestion if Bill Gates chooses to share it with us, if the creator of the system

chooses to reveal it8

Additionally, n ot all claims widely accepted as scientific can be scientifically proven.
Oxford scholar, John Lennox, PhD. noted, ? 31T 1 wi 1 Ol UEQw x UE O briotuedtyw OOU w E
statement by a scientist is necessarily a statement of science. And, science has such cultural
authority in ourworldthat OT EUWEOOI UUPO®dwWUI OEVUwUOwI RPUUS »
Scientific conclusions are not always based on empirical facts, but often on a
combination of facts and opinions. And, as we know, opinions may or may not represent
truth. One time that | experienced this scenariowas during my journey with cancer:
Two doctors from the same New Orleans area hospital had different opinions about the
amount of chemotherapy | needed. One doctor was certain that | needed the lifetime limit of
three different chemotherapy drugs. The other doctor let me know he would not consider
giving me that much chemo. Both doctors based their medical opinions on science, they both
had access to my same medical records, and both expressed total confidence in their very
different opinions! | chose to go with more chemo rather than less axd as it turned out, | did
need all of the chemo | was given. Had | believed the scientific opinion of the doctor who
firmly recommended the lesser amount of chemotherapy | may have had a very different
outcome. Although some science is considered settled science as this example illustrates,
interpretations of scientific information can greatly differ.
Misinterpretation by highly respected scientists can also happen. In fact, Nobel Prize
winner, Harvard University biologist, Jack Szostak retracted some of the conclusions he
made (which had furthered the theory of Darwinian evolution) after he realized that he had
misinterpreted the data. His mistaken conclusions were discovered when his colleague,
Tivoli Olsen, tried to replicate the experiment. Szostak saiE Ow? ( OwUIl UUOUx1T EUOQuwbI v
EOPOEI EwWEAawWOUUWET OPI | wowbl wbl Ul wuwOOUWEUWEEUI I U0wd
3DYOOPWPEUAWDOWPOUI Ux M wrdedihtenpteiations] by $ciéntidtsUdardl O U U6 »
reflect the truth, based on human error and faulty speculation, sometimes their conclusions
are incorrect.
Scientism also claims that the human mind is an illusion, because according to
scientism, nothing metaphysical is real ¢ including our ability to reason. But, it obviously
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takes a human mind to even make the claims that scientism makes. It takes a human mind to
perform scientific methods and to reach conclusions since not everything can be scientifically
tested and must be reasoned. Therefore, interpretation by a human mind is necessary. Soto
perceive, test, interpret and present scientific conclusions, requires a mind + a mind that
scientism denies exists.

Science is not everything. It is a very helpful tool, but not all realities can be determined
through science.

Truth

Truth is a treasure worthy of our deepest desires and passionate pursuit ¢ especially
PT 1T OwPUWEOOTI UwUOwWOPIi T zUWEOUI wgUI UUDPOOUB w

The more truth we know, the better. The more our | ife reflects the truth, the better off
we are.
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REASONS TO BELIEVE GOD EXISTS

?Where were you when | laid theE UU T 7z U wbd AMICDERWD GO | wBlonBaidsp O1 OUup O 0
? 6 no one can fathom what God has done from beginning & Eutlesiastes 3:11)
?The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of Hisshands/ U B)O O whuN 6 hu
? o from him and through him and for him are all thidgggRomans 11:36
2%OUWUDOET wlUT 1 wEUI E U D qualitedd his Btériapon@riaaiiivige Qdiugctaved OY DU D I

been clearly seen, being understood from what has beemn magd O OEdp U whuo | Y

Earlier | shared my thought process when (forty plus years ago) | concluded that God
exists. | will now expound on my original thoughts, plus give some additional considerations
for why it is reasonable to believe in the existence of the eternal, alkknowing, all-powerful,
Supreme Beingknow n as God.

THE EXISTENCE OF THE UNIVERSE

2wowll T wUOD Y IR Gdiimiahilusb 0dD Whis Beartwas not made out of what was
Y B U B(Hebrevis 11:3)
Evidence for God surrounds us. All of c reation is his masterpiece.
When we look at a painting, we know there was a painter who created it. We know there
was a designer behind each article of clothing we own, the car we drive, and the computer we
use. Every book we read had an author. Every song we play had a composer. Each person who

has ever lived had a mother and a father. With the same logic, when we consider our univ erse it
is reasonable to conclude that the universe had a Creator.

Something exists .

C. S. Lewis once said,?If there ever was a time that nothing existed, then nothing would
I RPUUWOODPG»
Reflect on that thought for a moment.

But, something does exist. We exist. Our universe exists.
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In the Evidence Bibleauthor Ray Comfort notes a point that atheism has a difficult time

defending:

Many atheists refuse to admit they believe the entire universe came into being

from nothing, because it is a scientific impossibility and they recognize how silly it

sounds. (| wi YT UaUl POT WwEDEOZUWEOOI wi UOOwWOOUT POT OQwUi
creation (nature) created itself. However, a thing cannot make itself. To do so

would mean that it had to pre -exist before itex UUT EQWEOEwWUT 1 Ul | OUI wbUwWE
itself because it was already in existence?

Although many with this viewpoint might not readily admit they believe the universe
came into being from nothing, one of the most well -known atheists of our time, Richard
Dawkins (an English biologist and author) attempted to make that case. During a discussion
with George Pell, the Catholic Cardinal of Sydney, Australia, D awkins tried to define
2000 Ol Wi wPUw#EPODPOUz WET UEUDxUDPOOwWOI wOOUIT DOT o

Of course, common senseE O1 UOz DWEOOOP wa OUlwlUOwl BUEWY OwUT DOT w
Pl awbUzUwpOpUwi OUBOD&ET wbOUI Ul UUDPOT wbOwWOUET UwU
all. Something pretty mysterious had to give ris] wO0OwWUT T wOUDPT POwWOT wUT T wU:
You can dispute exactly what is meant by nothing, but whatever PUw P UOQwbHUz UwYIl Ua
very simple.3

At this point the audience broke into laughter and Dawkins turned to them and asked,
26T AawbUwUOT o Which Gdddihal Pell responded, 2 61 OOOw ( wUT POOwHPUz UwWE w
trying to define nathing. ?
Other well -respected atheists have tried to defend how someting could come from, what
they call, ?nothing,? but their theories do not actually begin from the starting point of
nothingness. They often base ther theories on what is called a quantum vacuum. Problem is, a
guantum vacuum is something not nothing. A quantum vacuum can be described. It consists of
fields of fluctuating energy. Any time we canEl UEUDEIT wbl EUw?200UT DOT 2 wbUO
definition of nothing. It is something.
And with regard to the creation of man kind, in addition to the flawed theory noted above
(that nothing created everything), another popular theory within atheism is that some form of
alien life came to earth and deposited the original life form. In fact, outspoken atheist and Nobel
Prize winner, Francis Crick, discusses this theory of the origin of human life in his book, Life
Itself. The theory he presents is that aliens from outer space who were more advanced than
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humans came to the earth bringing with them some form of primordial life that (billions of years
later) evolved into man.4 However, no explanation is given for how these aliens came into
existence.
| find it interesting that atheism will accept the possibility of a form of being that they
have never seenthat is greater than manif UT DPUWET DOT wbUWEEOOI Ew?EODI 002 u
reject a form of being greater than man who is EEOO1 Ew? & OE 2 w EhhsEsked Godw OO w 6 O
Atheism offers no explanation for how the alien came into existence, yet challenges the
Christian worldview because it teaches that God eternally existed.

How did something come to exist?

, OUl wUx1 EPI PEEOOaOwW! OPWEPEwWUT T w? BéQid OveDeédT » wbl w
here? How could order in the universe have come from chaos? Could life have emerged from
non-life? How could intangible attributes like consciousness, thoughts, emotions and instincts
have come from just physical matter ¢ and then where did that physical matter come from?

The night | became a Christian, | was at a place where | realized that there are only three
options for the source of all that exists. This universe was either created by man, by
something/someone lesser than man (in intelligence and power), or by something/someone
greater than man.

Man? Lesser than man?Greater than man? One of these options caused the existence of
everything in our universe. One of these options is the reason thatsomething rather than
nothing exists.

200woOl UZUWEOOUPET UwUT 1T Ul wbéHXxUDOOUOG
And, neither of us know anyone who can. Nor can we humans create anything else from the
starting point of nothingness.

Is it then reasonable to believe that something/someonewith lessintelligence and power
than man would be capable of creating this univ erse?If man cannot create a universe, then how
could something/someone with lesser capabilities than man create a universe?

61 WEUI wOl i UwpBUT wOOT wOUT T UwbOxUDOO WG

There is something/someone greater than man who is responsible for the existence of our
univer se. | believe this is who the authors of the books of the Bible were describing when they
referred to the eternal, all-knowing, all -x Opb1T Ul UOOw" Ul E0OUwW? &OEG »
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THE BEGINNING OF THE UNIVERSE

2(Owll T wEIT T POOPOT w& OE wEdKGdhdsis E1pUT T wi 1 EYT OU wE
BT UOUT T wi POWEOOWUT POT Uwki Ul wOEET OQwb Bchr1tU wi DO wbd(
We learn from Genesis, a book of the Bible that was written about 2700 years agothat the
universe did not always exist ¢ that at some point it came into existence and that God caused it
to come into existence.
In the book, ( w# OOz Uw' EYI w$ OOUT T unrthan(Li GelS1érwardiFrank Ow U1 1
Turek state,? 6 1 1 Qwa OUw 1 UautJtberel ake wriy Gaw Pasdibilities for anything that
I RPUUUOWI PUOT T UwhAwPUwl EVWEOPEaAUwWI RPUUIT Ewd wOUw! Awt
I OUI swwatik the last few decades, most scientists believed that the universe had always
existed ¢ that it was eternal. But that is not the view of most scientists today. There is now a
widely -held belief among scientists that our universe is not eternal, but that it had a beginning.
They claim that overwhelming scientific evidence supports the theory that the universe came
into existence in an instant (known as the Big Bang Theory).
We know that everything that comes into existence had a cause. In other words, if
something did not previously exist and then it came into existence, something/someone caused
it to come into existence. Therefore, if the universe is not eternal, if it had a beginning (as most
scientists now believe), something/someone pre-existed the universe, and caused it to begin.
Scientists have not been able to explain this ause (often referred to as the First Cause) ¢
that caused the instant explosion they believe resulted in the existence of our universe. Self-
described agnostic and well-known astrophysicist, Neil de Grasse Tyson admitsthat itis ? UUD OO w
unknown how [the universe] came B OU O wli ReBALKHUHer® B hodvanother scientist weighed
in on this subject:
Robert Jastrow (19252008)was an astronomer, planetary physicist, and a NASA scientist.
During his career, he was the first chairman of the NASA Lunar Exploration Committee, Chief
Ol w- 2 zUw311 O0UI UPEEOwW#DPYPUDPOOOWEOEWI 1 whEUWUT T wi
for Space Studies.Jastrow was also a seHdescribed agnostic. According to Wikipedia, ? 6 DUT wUT T w
discovery of the Big Bang, Jastrow began to hold a belief that, if there was a beginning to the

In an interview with Christianity Today Jastrow had this to say:

Astronomers now find they have painted themselves into a corner because they
have proven, by their own methods, that the world began abruptly in an act of
creation to which you can trace the seeds of every star, every planet, every living
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thing in this cosmos and on the earth. And they have found that all this happened
anyone would call supernatural forces at work is now, | think, a scientifically

proven fact??

In other words, by having determined that the universe is not eter nal ¢ that it had a
beginning, even if we one day identify something from nature that set the Big Bang into motion,
we would always be left with what remains unexplainable thro UT T wOEUUUEWwEE UUIT Uo
there something, rather than nothing?>

Jastrow also made the following comment in his book, God and the Astronomers

Now we see how the astronomical evidence supports the Biblical view of the
origin of the world. The details differ, but the essential elements in the
astronomical and Biblical accounts of Genesis are the samethe chain of events
leading to man commenced suddenly and sharply at a definite moment in time, in
a flash of light and energy.8

This was an interesting statement coming from an agnostic.

THE COMPLEXITY AND PRECISENESS OF CREATION

"There is for me powerful evidence that there is something goibghond it all.It seems as though
somebody has filé U O1 E us®inibésdid nzake the UniversEhe impression of design is
OY1 UbT 1°@®éubDdvied, British Astrophysicist)
Universe had not been made with the most exacting precision we could never have come into kxistence.
is my view that these circumstances indicate the us&evas created for man to livé it (John
. 2 * 1 NASIA @amonomer)

The universe is very complex and precise. According to NASA , in just our galaxy (the
Milky Way) there are at least 100 billion planets and between 100-400 billion stars.'* Our galaxy
and the universe operate with extreme precision. There are many conditions within our
universe that are interdependent and necessary for sustaining human life.

Exacting precision is not just found at the extremely vast level of our galaxy and the
universe: it is also found at the extremely small level, such as within the human body, which is
also very complex and precise. We have more than twenty organs, some of which include our
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skin, brain, lungs, liver, kidneys, pancreas, stomach and heart. If one of these organs is not
functioning properly it can impact other parts of our body. Our organs work together to sustain
life and health. There is also evidence of design in the microscopic parts within our bodies.

3EOI Owi OUwPbOUUEOET OwOUU w#- wo

DNA

i Ul OWEEOOI EwUT 1T Ww?PEOOQwWOl woObPi 1 02 wEWOOOI EUOI woo
necessary for organisms to develop, live and reproduce. The complete set of D w OUT EOPUOz U
DNA is called its genomeGenome.gov describes DNA this way:

Deoxyribonucleic acid (DNA) is the chemical compound that contains the
instructions needed to develop and direct the activities of nearly all living
organisms. DNA molecules are made of two twisting, paired strands, often
referred to as a double helix.

Each DNA strand is made of four chemical units, called nucleotide bases, which

EOOxUPUIl wUOT T wil Ol UPEwWSEOxT EEI U8zw3T 1 wEEUI UwEUI
P& AOWEOEWEAUOUDPOTl wop" Awow3T T wOUET Uw Ol wlOT T w UO
meaning of the information encoded in that part of the DNA molecule just as the

order of letters determines the meaning of a word 6

Virtually every single cell in the body contains a complete copy of the approximately
3 billion DNA base pairs, or letters, that make up the human genome.

With its four-letter language, DNA contains the information needed to build the
entire human body. 12

It is incredible and almost incomprehensible to think about the fact that there are 3 billion
DNA base pairs in virtually every single celin our body! We find stunning detail and order in
creation + from the smallest levels (such as DNA) to the vast universe. Stephen C. Meyer,
philosopher of science and author of Signature in the Celmade this comparison between DNA
and computing :

I think the digital revolution in computing has made it much easier to understand
PT EUzUwl Exx] OPOT wbOWEDOOOT adwel wOOOPwi UOOwWI B x1 L
the information processing system and design strategies that software engineers

use to processand store and utilize information are not only being used in digital
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suggests a preeminent mind.13

In 1990, the Human Genome Project began. The National Human Genome Research
Institute described the project this way:

The Human Genome Project (HGP) was one of the great feats of exploration in

I PUOOVUA WO WEOwWDOUI UOEUPOOEOWUI Ul EVUET wi i 1T OU0wUOwW
together known as the genome - of members of our species,Homo

sapiens. Completed in April 2003, the HGP gave us the ability, for the first time, to

read nature's complete genetic blueprint for building a human being. 4

The Director of this 13 year Human Genome Project was Francis S. Collins, M.D., Ph.D.
Collins headed up a team of over 1,000 scientists from six countries. This Human Genome
Project was one of the most revolutionary scientific advancements of our time.
Here is how the DNA discoveries made in recent years impacted the beliefs of the late
Antony Flew, a famous English philosopher and author of Thereisa Got' OP wUT I w6 OUOEz Uw
Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind:

I now believe there is a God ... | now think [the evidence] does point to a creative
Intelligence almost entirely because of the DNA investigations. What | think the
DNA material has done is that it has shown, by the almost unbelievable
complexity of the arrangements which are needed to produce life, that intelligence
must have been involved in getting these extraordinarily div erse elements to work
together.1s

DNA is certainly compelling evidence that intelligence was used in creation.

Synthesizing p roteins

Now, let me tell you about an interesting conversation | had approximately 20 years ago
with Oa wi U Bikt€d-iiaW about her work in synthesizing proteins:
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Judith Ball has a Ph.D. in Biochemistry. At the time we met she was an Associate
Professor in the Department of Pathobiology at Texas A&M. During our conversation | learned
that Judith is a Christian. So, | asked Judith how she reconciled science and God- when some
working in science don't believe in God. She gaveme one example from her personal
experience, which | later asked her to put in writing. This is what she had to say:

Proteins are made up of building blocks called amino acids. Small proteins include

50y YZ Uw Ol wEOPOOWEEPEUWODPOOT EwUOT T UT T UwpUODBUI
unique proUl BOUAOQwPT T Ul EUWOEUT T wxUOUI POUWEUI wEOGOxOU
To synthesize a peptide (a small piece of a protein, usually about 20 amino acids)

in the laboratory by chemically connecting the amino acids, it takes me and other

scientists a minimum of a week if the process is automated. (To link one amino

acid to another takes at least an hour.) The final peptide then has to be purified

away from all the chemicals used in its synthesis and purified from any mistakes.

Our body (in a single cel) cansa OUT 1 UP4&l wEWOEUT 1T wxUOUI POwWOI whyy

in microseconds! And thisproUl DPOWE Ol U0z 0w®I | EwxUUDI PEEUDOOG

And to think that this is just one of the countless intricate processes that our bodies are
designed to perform, and with incredible precision!

Signs of i ntelligence

Stephen C. Meyer makes this observation:

We recognize intelligence all the time, and we have scientific methods for it. If

a0UzUl wWEOQWEUET EI 0001 PUUWEOEwWaObUzUI weOOOoDOT wEUL
bound to continue looking for naturalistic explanations even though you know

full well that wind and erosion and everything else you can imagine is not capable

Ol wOEODPOT wUT OUTl wbOUEUDxUDPOOUYyww- OOwadlUz Ul wdOUG
obvious, which is that a scribe was involved. There was an intelligence behind it. 17

If we can look at the Rosetta Stone and know that there was intelligence behind the

inscriptions carved into it, how can we look at everything in our universe, from D NA to the two
trillion plus galaxiesand not see anintelligence behind it all ?
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SCIENCE AND GOD NOT AS INCOMPATIBLE AS SOME MIGHT THINK

Many people today assume that God and science are ircompatible ¢ that a person can
either embrace science or God, but not both.But is that true?
"T Ul zOwWl OPwOOT woOi wiOi 1T wi OUI OOUUWUEDT CUPWEQwWEW w (
UEDPI OUPUUWEOEWEWET OPI YI UWEOEwW( wi POEWOOWEOOI OPEUWE
Who made this statement? Francis S. Collins, mentioned previously , the leader of the
Human Genome Project. Collins is a Christian. He was an atheist until some conversationswith
patients during medical school that motivated him to seek the truth. His search for truth led
him to the God of the Bible and to belief in the claims of Jesus.Collins noted:

| had always assumed that faith was based on purely emotional and irrational

arguments, and was astounded to discover, initially in the writings of the Oxford

scholar C. S. Lewis and subsequently from many other sources, that one could

build a very strong case for the plausibility of the existence of God on purely

rational grounds. , awl EUOPT UwEUT I PUUZUWEUUTI UUPOOwWUT EQw s
emerged as the least defensiblet®

Since the Genome Project, Collins has authored books about God,science and his
Christian beliefs.

Also consider that the fir st scientist who suggested the Bg Bang Theory was actually
Georges Lemaitre + not Hubble. Lemaitre was a mathematician, an astronomer, professor of
physics, anda Catholic priest. Wikipedia makes these comments about Lemaitre:

He was the first to identify that the recession of nearby galaxies can be explained

by a theory of an expanding universe, which was observationally confirmed soon

afterwards by Edwin Hubble. He was the first to deriv e what used to be known as

?' UEEOI ZUwWOEP? OWEUUWUDPOET wl YhWwT -Eethait@i | PEPEOOa u
law, and made the first estimation of what is still called the Hubble constant,

PTPDET wil wxUEOPUT I EwDOwWwhNI AOwUPOw éelaB&J UWwET | OUT w
xUOxOUl Ewbl EOWOEUI UwET EEO]I wOOOPOWEUwWUOT T w?! BT w!
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Many other famous scientists through the years have expressed their belief in God. Here
are quotes from a few:
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religion. Our knowledge of God is made larger with every discovery we make about the
P O U G%|Joseph H.Taylor, Jr. receivedthe 1993 Nobel Prize in Physics for the discovery of the
first known binary pulsar, and for his work , which supported the Big Bang Theory of the creation
of the universe.)

9 2(Owl OGEwxT POOUOxT aOwlUT 1 whPOUEwWs EEUUIimpuigd thati OwU OwE

has formed the universe. 6 Whe more | study nature, the more | stand amazed at the work of

 2(0wUl 1T OUwUOWOT wUT ECwPT 1 Ow kEfé&dahd tHeOuDikeis€ ane Bt wOT |
ask why and not justhow. 37T 1T wOOOa wx OUUPEOI wEOUPI UUWEUI wUl O
POwUT T wUOBYI UUI wk@ihurD.Ganddow,Prdssdd & PHydics at Stanford
University, 1981 Nobel Prize in physics)

Science and belief in God are not as incompatible as some might claim. Actually,
according to the Religious Understandings of Science Study conducted by Sociologist Ebine
Howard Ecklund in 2012 -2014, ?18 percent of scientists attended weekly religious services,
compared with 20 percent of the general U.S. population and 15 percent consider themselves

YiUawUl O0PT POUUwWmY!l UUUUwhNwxT UEIT Additiogailywnedry @t t @l UE O\
percentO1 WUEDI OUPUUUwWI EYT wOOWEOUEUWEEOUUwW&OEZzZ Uwi RDPUUI

What about evolution and the B ig Bang Theory?

How are these theories viewed by Christians?

There are basically three responses to evolution within the Christian community. Some
hold the position that the Darwinian theory of evolution is fully compatible with belief in God and
the Bible. Other Christians do not believe that this view of evolution is compatible with the Bible.
And there are Christians who hold a view somewhere in -between. They accept miao-evolution
(changes within a species), but not macro-evolution (changes from one species to another).

There are also differences of opinion among Christians regarding the Big Bang Theory
some accepting this theory, others not accepting it.

But, it is important to note that although there may be differing viewpoints by those who
T OOEwWwUTT w" T UPUUDE Ouw b gddde346fYciehtibnu tBefeGd)donseRsdE gn thaw
Christians answer the most fundamental worldview question: “?What is our origiry <They agree
that the eternal, all-knowing, all -powerful God is responsible for the creation of the universe
and mankind.

42



MIND OR MATTER?

If minds are wholly dependent on brains, and brains on biochemistry, and biochemistry (in the long run)
on the meaningledhix of the atoms, | cannot understand how the thought of these minds should have
any more significance than the sound of the wind in the ar#¢€. S. Lewis)

John Lennox, has said,? 31T | wWEDLU OUHOEU] wi EECwPUwWUT T waadBYIT UUI
is God. That is the burning question: In which direction does science point ¢ matter before
OPOEwWwOUwWOD OE w EsiSb, vasi mattdrebBhind tbiey creation of the mind, or was mind
behind the creation of matter?

But, how could matter create a mind? How could mindless matter create something
much more complex than itself (such as the human mind)? How could mindless matter
program our bodies to perform the intricate functions they perform? How could mindless
matter program the universe to operate as it does? This is what would be necessary to support
the theory that matter created everything. And we would still be left with the question of how
matter came into existence in the first place ¢ since it is widely accepted by many that matter
EDE Oz Uiy kexist UHatHt@ame into existence at the point of the Bg Bang. (And, as noted
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Christianity teaches that we and our universe were conceived in the mind of our eternal,
all-knowing, all -powerful God. God wanted us to exist, and being all-powerful, and with all
intelligence, he willed us into exis tence.He created our universe and he created us.
Is it more reasonable to believe that we and the entire universe are the result of mindless
matter, or that an intelligence (a mind) is behind all of creation? Mind or matter? | believe the
evidence is overwhelmingly in favor of mind+¢ the mind of the Supreme Being we know as God.

Since something cannot come from nothing, this means our Creator existed before our
universe existed. And, the evidence we see displayed in our world and beyond is clear. It
certainly required more power and intelligence than we humans possess for the creation of all
that exists. Our Creator is eternal, exists in a dimension of reality that we are not capable of fully
comprehending, and has a power and intelligence that is beyond our human abilities. This
description of our Creator is consistent with the description of the God of the Bible.
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REASONS TO BELIEVE
THE BIBLE IS RELIABLE

PFor the word of th Lorp is right and true (Bsalm 33:4)
?280U0UwWb OUE whiUIWE WOE B w Qb i(Fedlmiidsmes) a wx EUT & 2

237 1 wl UE U UtheHdvesifal, buthefvoré of ouGod endureforeverz?ulsaiah 40:8)

Charles W. Colson, in his book, Loving God made the following statement about the Bible:
2371 1 wt Bain@d, bwrned, beloved. More widely read, more frequently attacked than any
other book in history. Generations of intellectuals have attempted to discredit it; dictators of
every age have outlawed it and executed those who read it. 8 1 Uwoé wZi ¢ UEsmybléd0 Uw Ol wt
DPOUOWUOOPUEVUAWxUDPUOOWET OOV wi EYI wUOUEOQUI 6GUOI EwUUUT O
No book has impacted mankind more than the book we know as the Bible.
What makes this book unique? And, why can we trust it?

THE BIBLE AND ITS ORIGIN

With an estimated 5 bilion EOx Dl Uw POw xUPOUOwW UT T w! PEOI w pUOO
2EUDxUOBWwO&a&DEZ7 Uw 6 OU Esdilng antd madsti widelyEdistibted book in the
history of the world. The Bible was also the first book ever printed after the mid -fifteenth
EIl OUUUawhOYI OUPOOWOI w & Brid)] abeBrtli byl ta Wyal ifeUdoddl Al@ricey x UT U UG
3,384 languageshave some Scripture, ranging from portions of the Bible to the entire Bible,
making it the most translated book in history. 2
The Bible is actually a compilation of many book s, 66 that are recognized by mostChristian
faiths, and an additional seven recognized by the Catholic Church. These books are grouped
together into two parts t the Old Testament, and the New Testament. The Old Testament books
werl wbUDUUI QwET | $oitdd alithel bodkdd) qveu TO@ Ydais Priar. The New Testament
books cover the period beginning with the birth of Jesus and they were written within  a range of
about 35-100 years after his death(some scholars estimde the dates to be slightly earlier, some
later). The Bible was not originally written in chapters and verses. In the early thirteenth century it
was divided into chapters, in orde r to more easily find specific Scriptures. Within the next few
centuriestheET Ex U1 UUwPIT Ul wUOT 1 OWEDPYPE]I EwbOUOwWYI UUI UwpUOOI
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These books represent many different literary genres. The books of the Bible were written
by about 40 authors on three different continents (Asia, Africa and Europe) in three languages
(Hebrew, Greek and Aramaic) during a period of about 1,500 years, and in the midst of
different settings from royal palaces to prison. The authors were also from many different walks
of life, some of which include a fisherman, physician, tax coll ector, tent maker, royal cupbearer,
shepherd, military men, and kings.

GOD INSPIRED

The Bible is the foremost way God has chosen to communicate to us today.lIt is not the
only way, but the primary way. Through the Bible, we can learn many truths that God has
chosen to reveal to us, some of which include: what God is like; the origin of the universe and
man; the meaning of life; how we should live ; and what happens when we die. We read in 2
Timothy 3:16-17,? OO w2 E U b xHoeldthed an® i us&uDfEr teaching, rebuking, correcting
and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
T OOEwPOUOG»
The term Godbreatheds also translated as Godinspired which means that although the
books of the Bible were written by human authors, they were inspired by God.
But, what does Godinspiredmean?Somethink it means that God dictated word -for-word to the
authors. Others believe God inspired the authors who then wrote in their own styles and through
their own personalities the thoughts that God had given them. Biblica (The International Bible Society)
UEAUw?O00U00w" T UPUUPEOQUWEOOEOUET wUT EVwW&OEwWxUOYPEI Ewl
then wrote it down in terms of his own vocabulary, culture, educa UD OO OWE OE wb UPUDPOT wU U4 O]
Biblica makes this observation:? %P UU U wOi WwEOOOWEUwbl wOOOOWEUwWOT 1
human authors, it is clear that their personalities are very much in evidence in what they write.
There is no mechanical word-for-worE WEDEUEUDOOwl OBDOT wOOwI 1 Ul 82
Another reason Biblica gives for why a word -for-word dictation is not likely isthat ? OE O a w
of the Psalms (and other passages) are the cries of imperfect, suffering people, who are voicing
their own complaints or praises to God. They are words and thoughts emanating directly from
UTT wilT EUV0OUWOI uBtblitd gogswonctd Ay O1 wo 2

For those reasons many Christians believe that inspiration should be described as

thought-for-thought rather than word -for-word. The human writers provide

&OEzUwOI UUET T wPOwUl UOUWOT wiUT 1 PUwOPOwWx1T UUOOEODI
and yet they transmit the message fully and exactly as God desired. So we can call

UT PUwYPI PwOi wbOUxPUEUPOOwWws EAOEOPEOZ WEUwWPIT OOWE U

46



Of wUOi T wpUPUI UAWEOEwWs xOl OEVUaz wepdl EOPOT wUIl EVwU

[W]e can say that the Bible is a very human book, for we see in it both elegance
and lack of polish, both finesse and struggle. But it is a divine book as well, foriti s

L

UT1T wOOOawEOOOwWwDOwWEOOwW UI-B Wi HEWU Qi uEl OwoEOw 08 P 0 a

precious gift from God. 3

The words of the Bible are not only inspired by God, but they have the ability to inform
and inspire each ofus.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAIEVIDENCE FOR THRELIABILITY OF THE BIBLE

There are three common ways used to authenticate the reliability of all ancient documents
and books t the bibliographical test, the internal test, and the external test. The same tests are
used to authenticate the reliability of the Bible. We will begin by looking at the bibliographical
evidence:

The bibliographical test examines how accurately ancient documents have been
transmitted through the years. This test requires knowing the following factors: the date the
work was origin ally written , the date of the earliest known existing manuscript, and the
number of known manuscripts. Manuscripts can include a complete written work, parts of, or
even a small fragment of, a written work. According to Executive Director of the Center for the

Study of New Testament Manuscripts, Daniel B. WallaceOw ? U7 I w EYT UET T w UDPA&Il wi

31 UUEOI OU¢ wOEOUUE UD x U uvmth anGedtlitbranid, iee@re Kskiaffyuwwerkiigl U 6 2

with manuscripts that have been copied from the original, and not the original itself ¢ especially
works that were written thousands of years ago. This is the case with the Bible, as well.

The time gap between when written and the earliest manuscript

By knowing the date an ancient work was written (i.e., the original ¢+ which is also called
UT T w? EUU&nt theedate of Aheiearliest known existing manuscript, we can calculate the
time gap between the two. The fewer years between the date the work was written and the
earliest manuscript, in most cases, the more accurate the manuscript is likely to be.

So, how does the Bibke stack up against the classical literaturethat we readily accept as
authentic and reliable? With classical literature, it is not uncommon for there to be a time gap of
500t1,000 years between when a work was originally written and the earliest known
manuscript. Compare this to the earliest New Testament manuscript with a gap of about 100
years!
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The number of manuscripts

LI U goW wompare the number of manuscripts between the Greek New Testament and

the manuscripts of other ancient literature. Presumably, the greater number of manuscripts the

better, since more manuscripts allow for more comparison of the texts, providing a greater

EITUIT wOi w?ET 1 EOUWEOEWEEOEOEI U? wbOwET Ul UODPODOT wEU
With regard to classical texts, rarely will we have more than a couple hundred

manuscripts ¢ often, much less. So, how many Greek New Testament manuscripts do we have?

Over 5,000. In addition to the 5,000+ Greek New Testament manuscripts, there are about 20,000

ancient manuscripts of New Testament versions including Latin, Coptic, Syriac, and other versions.
As you can see, no other ancient work comes close to the Bible with regard to the number

of manuscripts.

Did the scribes accurately copy the Bible?

thousands of manuscripts were all perfectly transcribed?
Until the mid -fifteen century, when the printing press began, copying the Scriptures
meant copying by hand. While Christianity holds that the books of the Bible (the original
manuscripts) are inerrant (without mistake), what about the thousands of manuscripts that
have been copied through the centuries? Do they all match letter-for-letter, or are there any
differences between them?
371 Ul wEUI wgéDIi i1 Ul OEI U OtiweEcBpedrhabusciptsEaiafOdieth@ 2 wi OU O
unique to the Bible, however. Variants are found in other ancient works as well.
Peter Gurry, PhD. estimates that Greek New Testament variants total about 500,000, not
including spelling errors. 5 Of course, this is not in a single manuscript, but between all of the
manuscripts. This number might sound excessive d until we consider three important factors:
First, the fact that there are over five thousand Greek New Testament manuscripts is
significant. Dr. Daniel B. Wallace, commented that, ?[t] he reason we have a lot of variants is that
we have a lot of manuscripts. To speak about the number of variants without also speaking about
Ul 1 wOUOET UwOi wOEOUUEUDxUUwPhUwEDOxOawEOWExx]T EQwUOwL
Second, we mug consider what actually counts as a variant. + | Uz UWUE Ol wEwWOOOOwWE
EEUI T OUPI UwOi wYEUPEOUUwWPT b EReinventnig dedul Wiaw@ D&EVInBiO w6 E O O
CodeE OE w. U1 1 Uw- OV Qw2 x | (d-bubérdt Bith@Gmoszévéky dhdiSaivydrd Tre O U w
categories are listed from the largest percentage to the lowest percentage of variants:
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cases, what appears to be a very minor mistake as a result of a scribe being fatigued or inattentive.

2ZEYPEOUUVU WU EDWEOWOOUWEI I 1 EOWUUEOUOEUDODOA

One example given by Dr. Wallace of this type of variant is synonyms. In another example
hel Rx OEDOUwWUT E0wDOwWUT I w & Usl verpilexibie Gul ECCEET ul (0O GpEQu Qwuedii U
order is changed but the same thought is still expressed." 1T wO O U1 Uawtbel st paf, ;hé gnly
difference is one of emphasis, not medning

2Zed®DOT i UOOWEUOwWOOUWYDPEEOTI wYEUDEOUU»

To explain this category of variants, Wallace gives the following example:

Z(7TOw+UO0T wtoll OwlTT w$25wUl EEUOQws! Ol UUT EwWEUI wa
exclude you and revile you and spurn your name as eviE BRE OUOU wOT wUT T w2 OO0 woi w,
one manuscript from the 1" E1T OUUUa wepEOET Rwl WWl AwOEEOUwWUT T whOU
Of w,FB Iz UwEwY! VUawodl EOPOT I UOWYEUPEOUWUDPOET wbUwUI
is persecuted, regardless of &liegiance to ChristYet it is only in one manuscript, and a

relatively late one at thaltt has no chance of reflecting the wording of the original text, since all

the other manuscripts are against it, including quite a few that are much, much earlier.

2¢] £EODOT I UOWEOEWYDEEOI wYEUDEOUU~

In this category, Dr. Wallace notes that this type of variant changes the meaning of the
text 2 0Ow UOOI uHE bdedJdn itoBexplain that this does not necessarily indicate that the
change of meaning is significant. Wallace points out that this category comprises the smallest

The third, and the most important factor to consider is that none of the variants, including
those that are meaningful and viable , have impacted any of the core beliefs of Christianity. + 1 Uz Uw
look at what some scholars of New Testament textual research have to say about this.(NOTE:
3T 1T wi OUOGEOWUDPUOT wi OUwUT T Ul ThisUtertd larkl Whe Ishotiebed @richw ? Ul R UL
? E U b UlboEe usedpseveral times in this book in quotes, and by me. To clarify a common
OPUEOOEI xUPOOWEEOUUWUT T wUl UOOWUT I wp Aegaiivai@iteishD UD E 2 WE
of the text. It simply means those who are researching and critiquing the text.)
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Dr. Daniel Wallace

Dr. Wallace says that of the Pless than 1% of variants that are meaningful and viable, ? O O w
EEUEDOEOQWEI &Pl I wDbUWEUWUUEOI 682

Dr. Bart Ehrman

This opinion that the variants do not impact core Christian beliefs is not just the position
of New Testament textual critics who are Christians. Bart Ehrman, a textual critic and self-
described atheist, said in an interview that his position (about whether or not the variants impact
Christian beliefs) ? EO1 Uw OO U wE E U U B-GMAA uwy UEX) BuwE U wWGHBE Wz Uwx OUDUD
Christian beliefs are not affected by textual variants in the manuscript tradition of the New
31 UUEOGI OUB»

Dr. Norman Geisler

Christian theologian and philosopher, Dr. Norman Geisler , sums up variants and
bibliographical tests this way:

Not only are there more and earlier [New Testament] manuscripts, but also they

were more accurately copied than any other ancient texts. The NT scholar and

Princeton professor (the late) Bruce Metzger made a comparisonof the NT with

the lliad of Homer and the Mahabharata of Hinduism. He found the text of the

latter to represent only 90 percent of the original (with 10 percent textual

corruption), the lliad to be 95 percent pure, and only half of 1 percent of the NT

text to remain in doubt. pEUUDEOI ow?"' EVwUT T w! PEOI w! 11 Ow EEU
3T UOUT T wlT 1T w1 O0UUDI Uy K

What happens when, due to variants, scholars agree that a change needs to be made, or
when a text is in question? In some cases, when a Scripture is stllin question, it may be marked
with a footnote explaining the c ircumstances around that text. In rare cases if it becomes widely
accepted by scholars that making a change would more likely reflect what the authors
originally wrote, then a change would be made. But, it should be noted that it is very seldom
necessary to change anything in the Bible.As mentioned previously, scholars may find minor
changes as they study the manuscripts (from misspellings to a change in word order, and other
insignificant changes), but any variants more significant than that is extremely rare. As a result
of the great amount of manuscript evidence, the biblical text we have has continued to be stable
and reliable over time.
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INTERNALEVIDENCE FOR THE RELIABILITY OF THE BIBLE

The internal test considers evidence within the Bible. Are the authors believable? Is there
consistency in what was written within?
3T 1T wUT OUUDWEOUPT UwUOWE OUT anCekplanaiioh of why @é) dat)ieD OO U w b L
confident that the authors are E1 OBl YEEOI whPPOOWEIT wi MR¥dsdbsu®BRieve] 1 woOl B
the Claims of Jesus A UwOOPOwWOl Uz UwOOOOWEVwWPT T Ul wOT T w! PEOT wl
The Bible presents a cohesive story that is consistent in its main themes and messages
throu ghout the Scriptures ¢ from the creation of the universe and man, to the characteristics of
God, to the nature of man, the fall of man, and the redemption of man, just to name a few.
Actually, it is remarkable that there is consistency throughout the 60+ books of the Bible when
one considers the veryinconsistent circumstances in which the Bible was written. To summarize
what was noted earlier, there were about forty or more authors of totally diverse backgrounds
from three continents, throughout a period o f about 1,500 years, in three different languages,
and in the midst of various settings. Yet consistent themes and messages wre recorded by
these authors.
The books of the Bible are not only consistent in their main messages, but we find great
consistency in most of the details throu ghout the Scriptures, that is, when we understand the
passage within its context. The princip le of applying context ( contextualizing) is not unique to
the Bible. Applying context is necessary for an accurate understanding of all documents and
books ¢ from ancient to contemporary.
The different types of context can be categorized by literary genre, linguistic, textual and
historical. Following is an explanation of each of these types of context with regard to the
Scriptures:

Literary genre c ontext

There are many different literary genres in the Bible, such as history, laws, genealogies,
wisdom, prophe cies, songs, poetry, payers, letters (also known as epistleg, and parables.

Robert Stewart, Professor of Philosophy and Theology at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary,said,? ( | wbl wUIl EEwl YI UAWEOOOWOI wOT 1T w! PEOI wOPOI wi
misreading the Bible, just like we would be misreading Moby Dick if we read it like w e read the
EPEUPOOEVUA WOUWEWOE®% wOUWEWOOET UOwx O1 062

Here are three examples of literary genres found in the Bible and the need to interpret
them in context:
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Letters

Some of the letters in the Bible were meant only for a particular audience and purpose t
usually to address a specific problem, need or question. Other letters were more general in
content, applying to the church as a whole. Understanding to whom the author was speaking is
necessary to understand the context.

Parables

Parables aresimple fictitious stories used to illustrate a lesson or truth . Parables wereone
Of w) 1T U0UZz wi BYSUdE ithiny dar@oles 10ld by Jesus are recorded in the New
Testament. Parables are meant to be taken figuratively, not literally. Taking parables literally
would be incorrectly interpreting them.

Laws

There are over 600 laws in the Old Testamentt ceremonial lawqlaws pertaining to
specifically for th e people of ancient Israel) and moral laws It should also be noted that there is
some overlap between the civil laws given to ancient Israel and the moral laws. We would be
misunderstanding the Scriptures if we think all of these laws apply to us today, or that none of
the Old Testament laws still apply.

Linguistic ¢ ontext

Linguistic context is considering what the words meant at the time they were written, not
what they mean today. At times the meaning of words and phrases used then and now will be
the same. In other cases there could be a difference(even a major difference)E1 UbP1 | OwUOEEaz
meaning of the word and what the word meant in biblical times.

YUUOwPOwOawopi 1 UPOT w(zYl wUT 1 OwlOT 1T whifdav@Rd®T wOi wU
ago | used a common phrase when talking with my daughter. 21T 1 wUl Ux OOE]I EOQw?, 00
something off-color. And, the change in the meaning of that phrase took place in just the spanof
one generation. How much more can the meaning of words and phrases change in a few
thousand years?3 OWEY OPEwOPUPOUI UxUT UPOT wUOT 1T w! PEOI Owbil wdl |
meant at the time they were written. For instance:
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Idioms

Idioms are phrases that are not intended to be literal, and idioms are sometimes used in
the Bible.
Interestingly, more than a hundred commonly used idioms today in the American culture
originated from the Bible. ( I wa OUz Y1 wl YI UwU PDE WG OW @ iNelBib@a ki o 00 Ot
drop in the bucket, bite the dust, peace offering, the blind leading the blind, can a leopard
change his spots?, go the extra mile, nothing but skin and bones, the powers that be, put words
DOwWOOI zUwOOUUT OwuUBbUI wEOE wUT B AridGhedd bré just adfdww U Owl al OwU
Although we are familiar with many of the above -mentioned idioms, some idioms and
x T UEUT UwUUl EwPOWEPEOPEEOQwWUDPOI UWEUIl wOOUWEOOOOOwWUC
reading an idiom and we take the words literally, we w ill misinterpret what the author meant
to communicate ¢ in the same way that we would now be misinterpreting the idiom, h e let the
cat out of the bag, if we took those words literally.
Here is an example of a misinterpretation of an idiom used in the Scriptures:
The Bible, in a few places, mentions the four corners of the earth. Some have mistaken this
to mean that the Bible suggests the earth is flat. However, that is not what this idiom meant. It
was used in that day in the same way we would use the phrase to the ends of the earth.We
EOOzUwUI EOOawli pOOwWUT 1 Ul wh theuitheutheseabibiRdl fassageswork 2 wOi wU
written, this term, four corners of the earth, or corners of the earth, meant all of the earth, or the
four cardinal dir ectionst north, south, east, west. It was not meant literally.

The meaning of words

The meaning of a single word can also change through the years.Some words in biblical
times were defined differently than they are today. We need to understand what specific words
Ol EOUwUOWEOUUI EUO0awbOUI UxUI Owbi EQwbkI zUI wui EEDOT 6
David Murray gives us a modern -day example of this scenario:? € ( ¢ | wa OUz Ul wi DUIT
EOEVUWEOGEwWUOO!I 001l wUEaAUOws 6DOO0wablwli il Owdi I wlOi T wdl Uy
standing on the landingnet. ! U0 whi wa OUz Ul wUPUUDPOT wWEUWEWEOOxUUI Uuw
TTOwOI T wOT 1T wdl UyzwadUzUI wOOO O Be wdrd) buw differentu s " OO U |
UUUUOUOGEDOT UwOEOT wUT T whOUEwWOI ECGwWUOO! U1 pOT WwEOGOXxOI U
Some words used in the Bible had more than one meaning at the time in which they were
written, but have a singular meaning today. We may assumethat those words in the Bible we
are familiar with meant then what they mean today, but that is not always the case. Applyi ng
UOEEazUwolOl EOPOT wUOOWEWPOUEWOEAOQWOUWOEaA wOOUOWET wedU
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An example of a word used in the Bible that in biblical times had more than one meaning
is the word fear. We are told over and over in the Bible not to fear. Yet, the Bible also tells us to
fear God. Without context, this will seem like a contradiction. Today the word fear means to be
afraid. ' UUOwOl Uz UwWET OYIl wbOUOwWUT T w' 1 EUI PUEOEW&UI T Owb(
times. The Hebrew word for fear is yare and this word had several meanings: terrified, afraid,
reverence, awe and respect.The Greek word that has been translated fear isphobeo and it
meant one of two things: being afraid, or it can mean having reverence or awe. So, this is where
context is important. In some places in the Bide where the translated word is fear, UOEE a z Uw
definition of the word is applicable. However, there are other times in the Bible that the obvious
meaning of the word is reverence or awe.

Hyperbole and metaphors

Linguistic context is also needed with regard to hyperbole and metaphors.
Hyperbole is exaggeration to make a point, but is not to be taken literally. In biblical days, as is
the case today, hyperbole is sometimes used in statements( | w( wpb | UBvenOr@swgdiigadoO w ?
U7 1 wx E RUhaw amidierrandstorun,? wUT DU wb O U O E WE danudindihyperbdle O O1 8
in the Old and New Testaments as well. Jesus used hyperbole, tooFor example:? ! U0 wbi 1 OGwa O U
T DYl wOOwWUTT wOl 1 EAOWEOWOOU WOl UwadbUulUwOI | tthaw 6EBBPE wOOOP
A metaphor is when a word or phrase is compared to something or some action to present
an analogy between the two. ( Ow) O OwhyYoA w) I UUUWET UEUDPEIT Ewé DOUI OI
was not claiming to be a literal gate for literal sheep, but rather that he is the entryway for
mankind.

Textual context

Context applied within verses an d between verses is consideredtextual context. + | Uz UwUE Ol w
a look at some examples of the need to apply textual context to biblical texts:

Example: context within a verse

#PEwWaoOUwoOOPwWUT E0wUT T w! b EYé! ThesE exitOno@s e Inthe wubUwd O
Bible ¢ in Psalm 14:1.You might be thinking, ? 6 E D U w E @ Webj i kpehtua whole chapter
EEOUOwWUT T w! PEOI z UwE 08 6 @0 OdadtilebedvorBisunlc i) with tipe rest
of the verse: 23T 1 wi OOOwWUEaAaUwDbOwi DU wI JoBdstnicallys tBel staterhent D U w O O w
231 Ul wb U usGrGhe 8iBIE but you can see how taking words out of context can totally
change their meaning.

54



Example: context with surrounding verses

Here is an example of context with surrounding verses: A popular verse reads ? ( WEE OQwWE Ow

all things through him who strength ens med ¢Philippians 4:13 ESV) We could easily take this

verse (especially the words all things) out of context, and assign a meaning to it that the author did

not intend to convey. Does all things mean that | can do anything | imagine? Can | fly as a bird

flies? Can | walk through a wall? But, in reading this verse in context with the surround ing verses

we will better realize what Paul was communicating. He was discussing the need to not only be

content in the good times, but in the hard times as well. The all things was referring to enduring

whatever difficult circumstances and hardships are encountered in the process of serving Christ.

Historical ¢ ontext

Historical context takes into account the cultural conditions at the time and location of the
author ¢ such as social, economic, religious and political events and practices. Knowing the
historical context of the Scriptures gives us the backdrop for what was written and the deeper
meanings behind the text. Here is an example:

At the last supper Jesus had with the apostles before his capture and crucifixion, he
washed their feet. This was a custom in Hebrew homes that was extended to guests.This act was
usually performed by the lowliest of servants. Understanding this custom, helps put in context
what Jesusintended to convey. It was an expression and illustration of what Jesus had said in
other settings ¢ that he did not come to be served but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for
many. In this act (as in others) Jesus put himself in the lowliest position to serve others.

EXTERNALEVIDENCE FOR THE RELIABILITY OF THE BIBLE

What external (archaeological) evidence is there for the Bible?

J. Warner Wallace is awell known homicide detective, expert on evidence, former atheist,
and Christian apologist. He makes this statementinanEUUDE Ol wUDPUOI EOw?51 UPi PE
#DUUDPOEUDYI 20

Some religious systems are based purely on the doctrinal, proverbial statements of
their founders. The wisdom statements of Buddha, for example, lay the foundation

for Buddhism. In a similar way, the statements of L. Ron Hubbard for the basis of
Scientology. But in both these examples, the statements of these worldview leaders
exist independently of any event in history. In other words, these systems rise or
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fall on the basis of ideas and concepts, rather than on claims about a particular
historical event.:?

Christianity, on the other hand, although it includes ideas and concepts, is based on the
historical event of the resurrection of Jesus.(Evidence for the resurrection will be covered in the
next chapter.) The Bible also contains many other historical people, events and details. These
claims can be put to the same tests we use to authenticate all other historical claims.And,
through the years there have been thousands of archaeological validations of biblical claims
from minor details to major events.

Examples of archaeological evidence for the Bible

Following are some examples of external evidence for the Bible (as reportal by various
scholars.)

Sheri Bell, josh.org article:? UET E1 0001 a w' O WXIUiwl Opuw) WOU BED Ua wdOi wU

Archeology has absolutely confirmed historical detail that Luke included in his

Gospel. + UOT zUwxUPOEUVawi OEVUwPOwWUT PUWEOOOwDPUwWOI UPE
was| and what He came to do. He did so with facts, not fanciful detail.

At one time, however, scholars thought that Luke had entirely missed the boat

regarding the events surrounding the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:1-3). Critics argued

that there was no census, that Qurinius was not governor of Syria at that time,

and that everyone did not have to return to his ancestral home. But archeological

discoveries show that the Romans had a regular enroliment of taxpayers and also

held censuses every fourteen years. This procedure began under Augustus.

Further, we find that Quirinius was, indeed, governor of Syria around 7 BC. It is

supposed that he was governor twice, once in 7 BC and again in AD 6 (the date

ascribed by Josephus) [NOTE: Josephus was not a biblical author, but a first century

historian.] A papyrus found in Egypt gives directions for the conduct of a censu s.

"OOEI UODPOT w+ UOI z Uw BE Wibdén(Mitchel! BRamSay | dpeJol ) DE O O

TUI EUIl UUWEUET 1 O0OT PUUUWUOWI EYT wi YT UwOPYI EQWUEDE
a historian of the first rank; not meri Oa wE Ul wi PUwWUUEUT O1 OUUwOI wi EECU
author should be placed along with OT T wl Ul EUT UBwWOIi wi PUUOUPEOUG 7
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http://www.biblehistory.net/newsletter/quirinius.htm
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Flavius-Josephus
https://youtu.be/kVHFS9KP4es

John Stonestreet and Roberto Riveraarticle: 2 31 1 wl1i OPEEPOPUA wiehiWeHBE D x UUUI
21 1 OwePUT w. UUwsal U»

[ EUOwWwUl OOUwUT T w" OUbPOUT PEOUwWEZDOwW! w" OUDPOUT PEOU wHh

UCET Uw*POT w UIUEUwWPEUwWT UEVUEPOT wUT T wEPUawOIl w#kE
Ul UEUOws EWEOOUI Ox OUEUawOi w' 1 UOEw OUBPxEUOZ wbEUL

been documented by both extra-biblical sources and archaeology. Coins and other

EUUDPI EEVUWET EUDOT wi DUWOEOSIT wi EY] wEI WBawi OUOE wi UO«

we know of his life and reign outside of the Bible argues for the historicity of

J. Warner Wallacearticle: ?  w! UDP1 | w2 EOx Ol woOi w. OE Garbbor&tiBbOb OUw UET E

The historicity of the Assyrian king, Sargon (recorded in Isaiah 20:1) has also been
confirmed, in spite of the fact his nhame was not seen in any non-Biblical record.
UET 1 0001 awET EPOwxUOYT EwUI T w! PEOPEEOQWEEEOUOUWUC
discovered in Khorsabad, Irag. More importantly, the event mentioned in Isaiah 20,
2EUT OOzZUWEEXxUUUI woOi w UT EOEOQwPEUwWUI EQUET EwOOwWUIT I
recorded in Old Testament Scripture. Fragments of a stela (an inscribed stone pillar)
were also found at Ashdod. This stela was originally carved to memorialize the victory
of Sargon1¢

These are just a few examples of archaeological discoveries that havevalidated biblical
accounts. If you are interested in more information on biblical ar chaeological discoveries, some
resources are listed on my website (heartforgod.org).

Although thousands of discoveries validating biblical account s have already been made
archaeologists say that only a very small fraction of what is discoverable in the world thr ough
archaeology has been found.There is no telling how many more discoveries are yet to be made,
and how many more of these discoveries will validate other bibli cal claims.

A few notes on biblical discoveries through archaeology

While on this subject, | should point out that there have been times when 1z YT wUIl I QwdOIl b U
reports present wrong conclusions about archaeological discoveries in relation to the Bible.
"1 Ul ZUwWEwWUT ET O0wl BREOxOI o

In mid-2017 numerous news reports claimed the Bible taught that the Canaanite
population had been totally annihilated but that DNA testing had proved the Canaanite
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population had not been annihilated. They claimed that this DNA f inding disproved the biblical
account about the Canaanites. But, following this, an article by Dewayne Bryant, PhD. was
released 7" EOEEODPUI w# - wE OE @ tBryhntuexieaih€BHaRH wepoBdds(here
wrong in their understanding of what the Bib le says. According to the Bible, although an
attemptwas made to eliminate the Canaanites, later the Bible tells us that this effort was not
completed. So, the Bible did not say the entire Canaanite population was annihilated as some
had reported ¢ to the contrary, it confirms that they were not. Dr. Bryant then goes into detail in
the article explaining how, as he puts it, ? %EUwi UOOwWUOETI UOPOPOT wUT 1 WEDE
Ul ETl O0wi POEPOT UWEOOET UOPOT w" EOEEODUY w#- wUUxxOU0w
So, the conclusion by some that this DNA evidence disproved a biblical account was not
factual. Nevertheless, news reports were circulated by well-respected sources that this DNA
discovery had disproved the Bible. | wonder how many people read those reports and took
what they read at face value.
Based on our posttruth culture, we can likely expect more misreporting in the future. So,
I would suggest that when we see news reports claiming an archaeological discovery has
disproved something in the Bible, that P1 WE OOz UWEUUOOEUPEEOOAaWEEEI xUwU
Usually within a few days or weeks there will be responses (which can be found on the internet)
from those with more biblical knowledge who will correct any misinformation.
Additionally, and importa nt to note, in most of the archaeological examples noted earlier,
we seethat prior to these discoveries there were firm opinions held by some that the biblical
account was not accurate. But once new archaeological discoveries were made the evidence
proved that the biblical accounts were actually correct. So, at times, even when there are strong
opinions by respected scholars claiming to disprove accounts in the Bible, later findings can
actually validate the biblical account after all.
One last thing while on the subject of archaeological evidence:What about reports of
miracles that are recorded in the Bible? 31T T wi OOOOPDOT whUwi UOOaasUTl 1 w RO
UETEI OO0O1 PEEOQwWS$S YPEITI OEIl w/ UOYIT wUIT 1T w! PEOI y20

Although the miracles recorded in Scripture cannot be scientifically tested or

repeated due to their nature, persons, places, and events can be investigated

historically. If the biblical writers were incorrect in their historical picture, serious

doubt would then be cast upon their trustworthiness in areasw i DPET wWEOUOEOz UwWEIT w
verified.

Putting it another way, if the authors of Scripture are accurate in their accounts of
the things that transpired, it then follows that they cannot be ruled out of court
because they happen to menton things out of the ordinary. 18
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And, speaking of miracles, | offer this food for thought: | realize that some may question
whether miracles are even possiblet more specifically, the miracles mentioned in the Bible. But,
Ol Uz UwUi POOWEEOUUWUT PUwbD O w lhtel lfusBdn@dJalrdady wpeffdrmed | OD1 | w
the biggest miracle of all time (i.e., aeation), then would performing what we call a miracle
within that creation be something out of the realm of possibilities for him? Certainly not! So, in the
framework of a worldview in which God exists, miracles are logically and easily possible.

The Bible is the most unique book in the history of the world , and the number of lives it
has touched through the ages is immeasurable!In all of the methods and standards we use to
validate any historical document (bibliographical, internal and external tests), the Bible excels. If
we accept any historical document or book as being reliable, then by the same standards, we
must conclude that the Bible is also reliable.

In closing this chapter, here is a quote that has circulated for many years, from an
unknown author, describing the Bible:

The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of
sinners and the happiness of believers. Its doctrirelsdy, its precepts are binding, its
histories are true, and its decisions are immutable. Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe

and practice it to be holy. It contains light to direct you, food to support you and comfort to

cheeryou. Itisthetra@l Uz UWOEx QwUT T wx DOl UBDOk WWOOED I Ozubiul u

of hell disclosed. Christ is its grand object, our good is its design and the glory of God its
end. It should fill the memory, rutbe heart, and gde the feet.
Read it slowly, frequently, and prayerfully.
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REASONS TO BELIEVE
THE CLAIMS OF JESUS

| was probably in my 20s the first time | read ? . Ol w2 OOPUEUVaw+PIi 1l 2 wEaw#
Francis (18641928).A paraphrased version of this passagewas on a Christmas card | received.
ItissUPOOWE wi EYOUDUT woOi wOPOIT wo w

Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, the child of a peasant woman.

He grew up in another obscure village, where He worked in a carpenter shop until

He was thirty, and then for thre e years He was an itinerant preacher. He never

wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a home. He never had a

family. He never went to college. He never put his foot inside a big city. He never

traveled two hundred miles from the place where He was born. He never did one

of the things that usually accompany greatness. He had no credentials but Himself

w6l POl wUUPOOWEwWaoOUOl wOEOOQwWUT T wUPET woOi wxUEODE
friends ran away. One of them denied Him. He was turned over to Hi s enemies.

He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between two

thieves. His executioners gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth

while He was dying [ and that was his coat. When he was dead He was taken

down and laid i n a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. Nineteen wide

centuries have come and gone and today He is the centerpiece of the human race

Ow( WEOwi EVwbpPUT POwWUT T wOEUOwWPT | Ow( wUEaAawUT EVWEOO
all the navies that ever were built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, all the

kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the life of man upon this

earth as powerfully as has that One Solitary Life?

A little over 2,000 years ago, Jesus walked this earth His life was recorded by authors of
the New Testament books, as well asothers who were outside of any religious context, such as
first and second century historians. In his short three-year ministry Jesus started a movement
we know as Christianity. And today , the unmatched influence of Jesus continues.

Jesus is the founderof Christianity, yet interestingly, Jesus is also acknowledged by other
major world r eligions ¢+ ( UOEOOw! ET E zBbddhism Brd NEWDAGE® Although Jesus is
not viewed by these religions the same way he is viewed within Christianity , the fact that he is
acknowledged by so many major world religions speaks to his widespread and lasting impact .
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31T 1 waUl U why@WhatBvaksadifferent about this One Solitary Life?
Where does one look for answers to these and other questions about Jesus?J. Warner
Wallace offers the following:

Given Jesus is a common feature of the major religions of the world, it might be

important for us to learn more about the man whom everyone feels the need to

describe.6 T DOT wUOT 1T whOUOEzUwUI OPT POOUWEEEOQUOU Wi OUw) 1
UauUU0l OwbUwi UUEEODPUT I EwOOwWUT 1T wEUUT 1 OUPEOWEUUI UU
teaching and ministry. If one was inclined to begin a spiritual quest for truth, it

would be wise to start with the faith system best describing the man all other faith

systems find themselves compelled to explain.2

In this chapter we will look at the life of Jesus: who he is, what he claimed, and why his
claims are believable.

WHO IS JESUS?

Jesust a historical f igure

| shared at the beginning of this book that, decades ago, my history professor said Jesus
was just a myth. With vast evidence to the contrary, it surprises me that this assertion still
surfaces from time to time.
Respected scholars and historians of our day, those with religious backgrounds and non-
Christians alike, overwhelmingly accept Jesus as historical figure.
Jesus was born about é4BC and died approximately 30AD. To clarify the dates (since one
may wonder how Jesus was bornBC, and sinceD U wb UwpbPDET QawdObPUx1 UEI BYI EwUT E
OT 1T w?2ET EOT 2wOl w)  UOUAwWOT T wUOUT woi w! " wECEwWw #wbOwaUI
around 500 AD to make the birth of Jesus the event that separates history.BC standsi OUwW? ET | OUI
Christ? wOwi OUw) 1 UUUzwEPUUT wal EVUwWE] POT wEwWIi 1 pwal EU0w! "
miscalculation about the actual year of his birth that was made when the calendar was originally s et
up. And, AD actually UUEOQOEUwi OUW?EOOOWEOODPODP? whT PET wdOl EOUwW?HOuU
$YDEI OEl wPOwUUxxOUUwWOI w)l UUUzwli RDUUI OEWeuEOOIT Uu
have sources from somewho were, and who were not, his followers . For now, we will address
evidence from some who were noti OO0O0OPT UUwWOI w) 1 UUUOwWE Oteker®IBoll 1 Uwbd Ow
at some of the evidence presented by his followers.
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Reports about Jesus from non -Christian s ources

J.Warner Wallace notessome? Ul O U E U BX®u@HdE Qéslisby early non-Christian
sources

Josephus (37101AD)
$Y1I Owbi il Owi REOPOPOT wUT 1 wOOEI UUOwWUI EEEUI EwYI UUD

Palestine, was awise man and a teacher, worked amazing deeds, was accused by
the Jews, crucified under Pilate and had followers called Christians.

Thallus (52AD)
While Thallus appeared to deny the supernatural aspect of the gospel narratives,

he did reluctantly repeat and affirm the following: Jesus lived, was crucified, and
there was an earthquake and darkness at the point of his crucifixion.

Tacitus (56:120AD)

Cornelius Tacitus (known for his analysis and examination of historical documents

and among the most trusted O WEOEDI OUwi PUUOUPEOUAWEI UEUDPEI Eu
the great fire in Rome and reluctantly affirmed the following: Jesus lived in Judea,

was crucified under Pontius Pilate, and had followers who were persecuted for
their faith in Christ.

Mara Bar-Serapion (70AD)
Sometime after 70AD, this Syrian philosopher, writing to encourage his son,

compared the life and persecution of Jesus with that of other philosophers who
were persecuted and reluctantly affirmed the following: Jesus was a wise and
influential man who died for his beliefs, His followers adopted these beliefs and
lived lives that reflected them.

Phlegon (80-140AD)
Phlegon wrote a chronicle of history around 140AD and reluctantly affirmed the

following details about Jesus: Jesus had the ability to acurately predict the future,
was crucified under the reign of Tiberius Caesar and demonstrated his wounds
after he was resurrected?

Simon Gathercole, New Testamert Scholar of Cambridge University , shares the following:
220UDPODPOT 0a OwUl |ebateunkte @nciént wolldlaboi Gidethdf Jesus of Nazareth
was a historical figure. In the earliest literature of the Jewish Rabbis, Jesus was denounced as
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the illegitimate child of Mary and a sorcerer. Among pagans, the satirist Lucian and
philosopher Celsus dismissed Jesus as a scoundrel, but we know of no one in the ancient world
PT Ow@Ul UUPOOI EwbpT4 UT T Uw) T UUUWODYI EB 2

So, not only do we have zero evidence of any ancient claims that Jesus did not exist to
the contrary, the above references showhistorians, politicians, and others who live d near the
time of Jesus male references to him that are consistert with what we read about in biblical
accounts. The fact that we have historical accounts of Jesus by some who were obviously not
his fans only serves to strengthen the case for the fact that Jesus was a historical figure.

Jesust the meaning of his n ame

In biblical times, names held more significance than they do now. Parents today often
choose the name of their child simply because they like a name, or they like the way it sounds
with his/her surname.! U0 OwUT EQwPUwOOUwi ObpwEWET DOE z Nbm&E Ol wb E |
chosen were intentionally descriptive ¢ Ul YI EODPOT wUOOI WEUxT EVwWwOl wEwWxI 1
physical characteristics, nature, association, or destiny.

3TT wOEOSI w)  UOUUwOI ECUaPRIOE BOQETYwW Vi miksiowwBE] OUPUa
communicated throughout the Bible that God consists of three persons:Father, Son and Holy
Spirit. (More on this in the next chapter.) Jesusis God ¢ the Son, and his mission was salvation
for mankind.

Also, in biblica |l times, in addition to being given a proper name, other descriptive names
and titles were sometimes used. For example, in Old Testament prophecy the coming Messiah is
called? ( OOEOUI 02 wbl PET wlOl E OU we tacdiflas it desit)idthaNed E wO O
Testamentb U w?.* OUE

CLAIMS ABOUT THE DIVINE IDENTITY OF JESUS

Jesusmade bold claims about his divine identity. So did many others.

What claims did Jesus make?

Jesus claimed to be God.

3T PUWEOEPOwWPUwWUOPZUI wUOWEOOwWOUT | Urey ayddvé UU wOi w
claimed to be sent by God, to be a prophet or messenger of God, or to be enlightened by God.
But, no founder of a major world religion, exce pt Jesus, claimed tobe God.

Here are someof the statements Jesus madendicating his divine identity :
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The Alpha and the Omega

(OQwlli YI OEUPOOw! | ot Ow) 1 UUVUWUUEUT EOw? ( WEQwWUT T w
OTT w1 TPOOPOT WEOEWUT T ws OEB»

| AM

One expression that God (the Fathe)UUT Ewbi 1 OwbEI OUDPI abOl aMéOUI OI w
In Exodus 3:1314 we read that Moses asked G& O w Suppase | go to the Israelites and say to
UOT1 OOws3T 1T w&OEwWOI wadUUwi EVI 1T UV wieE EWWDPWWL ®IUwbdE DA @
PTEUwWwUT EOOwW( wUI OOwUT 1 Adwrow &\ Ehis s EvBalE yowateutn séylid theO w? ( w
Israelites: s amul EUw UT OU w O . ul GuCAOa@ia z0u O O U OE Gowad® inith®w b1 w U
2EUDxUUUI UwbOB B ibiiowed bybd diesoriptiveg word or words . For exampll Ow? ( wE Ow
holy,? ? ( wE O w U 1But,uwhaE se® U w & O Evee WuV(EUBpad in ExXddus is the fact that no
descriptive word, or words, followed.
In the following S criptures, Jesusnot only made the ? @ma statement referring to himself,
he also declared that he existed before Abraham (who lived many generations prior UOw) 1 UU Uz w
time on earth). ? ws 8f&HdrAlraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and
PEUwT OEES z ws 8 OUaulERU Wud@WECHZ ulld i 1Bl WREPDEwUOwi POOws EO
s51 UawlUUO0aw( wll OOwadUOz w) 1 UUUWE OQdhh 866F)Ows ET I OUIT w
The next line (John 8:59 confirms that the crowd understood what Jesuswas claiming by
this statement: ?  Uigy they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping
EPEawi UOOwWUT 1 w U Théyxblieved JesGsih@d=cordmitted blasphemy and tried to
stone him. Blasphemy could mean one of two things ¢ that a person said something derogatory
aboutGod, or as in this case,that a person claimed to beGod. And, the assumption was that no
man could righ tfully make a claim to be God ¢ perhaps to be sent by God, to be a messenger of
God, but not to be God. Blasphemy was punishable by death.

| and the Father are one

Speaking to a group of opponents, Jesus told them,? ( WEOQOE wUT 1 w %EJIbhnl UWE UT 1
10:30)The group to whom he spoke considered this statement blasphemy. This is confirmed in
their response:? 6 wi PUw) 1 PP UT w x stnéd tddstbtkuim, B Gebus said to dnem,
4 have shown you many good works from the Father. %O U wpb T DET wOi wUIl 1 Ud aEbWwa OU
EUI wOOUwUUOOPOT wadbUwi OUwEOa wl OOEwPOUOOZzZ wUT T awUl x(
man, E OE B O w U O w#iohnul 8:33B)@ g ituned out, Jesus was not stoned because we read
in verse 39 that although they tried to seize him, he escaped their grasp.
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200wodhi w, EO2 WEDEW?2200woOi waoOE

YT UUOUwi Ul gU01 OUGawUil i1 UUI EwOOwWi POUT OI ECQWOT w? 2
&GOES w37 1T wUIl UOOW?200w Ol w, EC> wEOOOUOPEEUDRRW UPOWE
meaning was how we would interpret it today ¢+ E w O E Oz Bututhe(ébple of that day were
also familiar with the following Old Testament prophesy described in  Daniel 7:13-14 in which
OT 1T wUOIl UOw?2200wodi W dInEr visiod &t Bightl loékedDdbd there before me was
one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days
and was led into his presence.He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations
and peoples of every language worshipped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that
PPOOwWOOUwWx EUUWEPEAOQWEOE Wl PUwODOT EOOwWPUwWOOT wili EVwp

In the following statement by Jesus where he predicts his crucifixion, he uses this term
UTTTUUDOT w@adyald kbavthe PhssoueRis two days away ¢ and the Son of Man will
be handed over to be crucified.z?uMatthew 26:2)

And, in Matthew 16, Jesus asks Simon/ 1 Ul Uw D OwY!l UUIl whk Aw?6T OQwEC
Then we read, ? 2 DO0OOw/ 1 Ul UwEOUPI Ul EQws 8OUWEUT wOTl T w"T UDPU
YT UUUWEOQUPT Ul Ewl DOOws ! QdndhlForBlesttdnd hloadthisinot 2eRe@&iO w! E U
this to you, bu0 wOa WHE UT 1 Uwpbi OQwbUuw®)Owi 1 EYT 082 wepYl UUI Uwhit

One in essence with God

Jesus often boldly spoke of himself as being one in essence with God:

InJohn 12:44K k wb 1l wUl EEwW? 3171 OQw) I UUVUWEUDPI EwOUUOws 61 O1 Y
in me only, butin the onewhosentme.3 1T 1 wOOI wbi OWOOOOUWEVU WOl wbUwUI 1 PO

@)l UDUUOWEOQOUPI UPOT w31 OOEUwWDbOw) 61 OwhKoA Aw? (1 wadU.
as well. From now on, you do kno w him and have seen him.s?uw

(Jesus answering Philip in John 14:%X w? ) | UUUWEOUPI Ul Eows #00z Uwadluw
after | have been among you such alongtime? 0a 001 wpkhi Owl EVwWUIT 1 Owdl wi EVwUI

The one prophesied about in the Old Testament

Jesus claimed to be the one who was prophesied about in tke books of the Old Testament,
who would one day enter our world ¢ the long awaited anointed Messiah. (Note: the word
2,1 UUPET 2 wbhUwWEwW' 1T EUI buP OIVEODUEDEwe D Il IOQuUDEWM? " T UDPUUS ¢
In John 4:251 + wkl wUI EE GdOUusU B EDMG ( w OO0 @alled ChrigtGisu , 1 UUDE
coming. When he comes, H wupbDOOwl BRxOEDPOwIi YI UaUT DOTgwutheCnel UG z w3l
speakingtoyout ( WEOQwT 1 8 z w?
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Jesus made he following statement just prior to his crucifixion :

2 TEPOWUT T wi BT T wxUDI UOWEODOD Elwd BO@0weg2 OO0 we iOuw Wil u
EOOzZwWUEPEwW) 1 UUUBws OEwadUwpkPPOOwWUIT T wUOT T w2060woi w, E
EQEWEOODPOT wOOwWUI 1 aHe GignlpHestunéihis ¢ldthesYd 606z wE OQwbl wdl 1 Ewl
OOUI wbpbUOI UUI Y8uéhavd HeandEtheiadpifemy. 6 T E0w E OQw a OTthey @l OOy 7
EOOQEI OO1 Ewli POWE U wMé&kd:618-6401 wEIT EUT 6 2

Metaphors Jesus used to describe himself

The Gate
2(WEOWUT T wil EUI Qwbi O1 YI Uwli O theyumllwdink i énd bd outOT wb B OO
and fb O E wx E (Jaht 10i9)5 »

The Bread of Life

? 3 1 Deusideclar E IGam ghe bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry,
EOQEwPT O YI UwET OPI YI Uwb Qionie@ DOOwd] YI UwET wUTl PUUUA B

The Light of the World

2611 Ow) T UUUWUx OOl QweEQ 1 E@udiw UudWEDs B Quu s ( w BMDeeverd | wODT |1
i 0000PUwWOI wpDPOOWOI YI UwPEOOWD OWE EMME&12Y UOWEUUwbDOOw

The Way, the Truth, the Life

?) 1 UUUwWEOUPI Ul EQws (wWEOwWUT 1T wreha MBOEwUT 1 wOUUUT wE(

The Resurection and the Life

2) I UUUWUEPEwWUOWT I UOws ( wERewikelwhabslivesining wilk e O O wE O E
1 YT Qw01 60T TQotnn1:28)wE DI O9

Quotes from others regarding Jesus
Following arejustafew Ol wUT I w! PEOI z Uw@ Updsiet)Radl &n@ dvkhw) T UU U w
T 23T 1T w200wPbUwUT 1T whbOET T wOl wOT 1T wbdY b WkpE OO@ERODEO@UWT 1
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T 2%O0U0UwbOw" I UDUUWEOOWUT 1 wi UOO A Twind wDOWwiD EWHIIuD & NWKO D

9 2% O00w&OEOwWPT OWUEDE OwsOI Wuudzbdd @ B Ui TDEDU uu@BiUTwiu i EEQIO
OO0wOT T wOPTT Owdil wOT 1T wOOOPOT ET 1T woOiI w&XiDbrintbians 46D U & wE P U

T 2371 w6 OUEWET EEOT wi O1 Ul wE OE ue Bavd seeh Bidiody, the giaiyd O1 wE O ¢
oftheoneandO 004 w2 OOOwhPT OWEEOD] wi UOOWUT 1 @ELLE)T UOwi U OO w(

FULFILLMENT OF OLD TESTATMENT PROPHESIES

Jesus was the fulfillment of many Old Testament prophecies.

There are rumerous Old Testament Scriptures containing direct predictions about the
coming Messiah ¢ for example, his lineage, his place of birth and other such prophecies. In
addition to th ese direct prophecies there areother Scriptures with more subtle depictions of
details and events that are interpreted by many as a foreshadowing of the Messiah.
(? %O0UI Ul EE QeiOERQ wPBwODPUI UEVUA wWET YPETI wbOwbi PET wOT T wt
that will happen later in the story. Often these clues are fairly subtle so that they can only be
noticed or fully understood upon EwUl EOOE WUI EEDOT 8 »

Both of these prophesy types find their greatest fulfillment in Jesus.

Following are a few examples of Old Testament prophecies of the coming Messiah,
alongside corresponding New Testament Scriptures pointing to Jesusas the fulfillment of
these prophecies.

Old Testament Prophecies about the Messiah Prophecy Prophecy Fulffilled
Reference by Jesug

1T wPhDOOWET wEWEIT UEIT OEE OU| Isaiah 11:15 Matthew 1:1

He will be born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1-6

He will be born of a virgin Isaiah 7:14 Luke 1: 26-38

A messenger will prepare the way for him Malachi 3:1 Matthew 3:1-3

He will minister to many Isaiah 61:%2 Luke 4:17-21

He will speak in parables Psalm 78:12 Matthew 13:3

He will perform miracles Isaiah 35:46 Luke 7:20-23

He will enter Jerusalem riding on a donkey Zechariah 9:910 | Mark 11:7-11

He will be betrayed by a friend Psalm 41:9 Matthew 26:47-50

He will be silent before his accusers Isaiah 53:7 Matthew 26:62-63

He will be pierced Zechariah 12:10 | Revelation 1:7

He will die for our sins Isaiah 53:49 | Peter 3:18

* For the sake of space, aly one Scripture reference was listed for each prophecy. Other Scriptures may also apply.

68



Some have suggested that perhaps Jesus intentionally liv ed out the Old Testament
prophecies since he was taught them as a childt in other words, that T 1 w fufil &bk wOT 1 O
However, Jesus would have had no control over many of these prophedes. For instance, Jesus
certainly would have had n o control over any of the circumstances surrounding his own birth
and early childhood, yet there are numerous prophecies outlining details of everything from his
lineage, to the place of his birth, the timing of his birth, events that took place when he was an
infant, to the town where he would be raised, etc. And, there are other circumstances beyond
YT UUUz wgET POET OOEwWUT EVUwPI Ul wxUOxT 1 UPI EWEEOUUwWUT EQw

Other claims have been made that perhaps the Gspel writers crafted their stories to
include prophecies. Here is a response addressingthis claim by Sherri Bell in her article, ? . O 0a w
One Person Has Fulfilled All Old Testament Messianic Prophecy. Jesug, ? 0

accurately + and did so even at the risk of persecution. They did not play to what

their audiences likely expected. We have to remember that at the time the Gospels

were written, the Christian church was enduring considerable persecution. Many

Christians were martyred for their faith in excruciating and inhumane ways,

including crucifixion, being burned alive, or being fed to wild animals. The Gospel

writers had nothing to gain from inventing yet another new religion ¢ and

everything to lose. TooOwUT I a WEDPEOZ UWOEOI w)  UUUWUOUOEwWI BT T wE
humble, as was His purpose in giving up His life. If the Gospel writers were intent

OOwl UOPPOT WUTT PUWOUOGET UUOwWUT 1T awbpOUOEOZUwT EYI woi
in no way, represented the conquering hero that the Jews were expecting. Jesus

freely allowed Rome to kill him, so that His purpose was fulfilled. ©

Is it reasonable to think that the Gospel writers would craft, and spread, untrue stories
when, by doing so, they would be putting their own lives in jeopardy, risking a gruesome death?

NEW TESTAMENT ACCOUNTS ABOUT JESUS WERE WRITTEN SOON

AFTER HIS DEATH

Contrary to a common misperception, the four biographies of ) 1 U lddJ(the Gospels:
Matthew, M ark, Luke and John) were not writte n hundreds of years after his death. If that were
the case, though, it certainly would not automatically render these accounts suspect But, the
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GospelsP 1 Ul WEOOwPUDUUI Ow U BeeQaiamiiot laddut this bt (Eyidarieé Ehat | 6
Demands a Verdicby Josh McDowell and Christian apologist Sean McDowell, PhD:

It can be reasonably argued that all four biographies of Jesus in the New Testament,
as well as the book of Acts, were written within a few decades ¢ and certainly within
a century ¢+ of the events they describe. Even most non-Christian scholars
acknowledge this and place the canonical Gospels and Acts securely within the first
century. Nevertheless, even if a radically late dating were correct, we would still
have records for the events surrounding the origin of Christianity that are earlier
than those sometimes used to supportunquestioned events in history.?

THE NEW TESTAMENT CONTAINS EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS

A person reporting an event does not have to be an eyewitnessin order for what they
report to be true. In fact, today, the news reports we read or seeon TV are often presented by
someone who did not witness the news story. Reporters often show up at the scene after
accidents, crimes, etc.Howe ver, if a reporter is also in a position to give an eyewitness account,
it would certainly be advantageous. Such is the case within the New Testament.Here are quotes
in two books of the New Testament in which the authors identify themselves as eyewitnesses:

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen

with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched ¢ this we

proclaim concerning the Word of life. The life appeared; we have seen it and testify
UOwPUwod we I wSWOETOEBWRIUWIWAY T willbhh B8E OE wi | EUES
For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the coming of

our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we we re eyewitnesses of his majesty(2 Peter 1:16)

In addition, the next best thing to a reporter having firsthand knowledge would be for the
Ul x O Usddrcd gf thformation to be an eyewitness, or better yet, multiple eyewitnesses. One
of the biblical authors, a physician named Luke, tells us that he wrote his accounts based on the
testimonies of multiple eyewitness es. This is how Luke introduces his biography of Jesus in the

Gospel of Luke:

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been
fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those who from the
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first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With this in mind, since | myself
have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, | too decided to write

an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the
certainty of the things you have been taught. (Luke 1:1-4)

Not only were the books of the New Testamentb UBDUUT QwUOOOwWET Ul Uw) 1T UUUZ

Testamenz Byewitness accounts once againadd to the reliability of the Bible, setting it apart
from other ancient historical accounts.

THEREARE MAJOR HOLES IN ALTERNAVE THEORIES ABOUT JESUS

Following are three common theories and some of the problems with them :

Theory #1 ¢+ The Gospel accounts of Jesus are legends taken from ancient pagan
religions and mythologies .

I had been a Christian for many years before | heard about this theory. | explored it
further and in the process discoverednumerous problems with this claim.

C. S. Lewis responds to this claim

C. S. Lewis addressed the claim thd the Gospels are legends in thefoll owing quote :

Now, as a literary historian, | am perfectly convinced that whatever the Gospels are
they are not legends. | have read a great deal of legend and | am quite clear that they
are not the same sort of thing. They are not artistic enough to be legends. From an
Most of the life of Jesus is totally unknown to us, as is the life of anyone else who
lived at that time, and no people building up a legend would allow that to be so.
Apart from bits of the Platonic dialogues, there is no conversation that | know of in
ancient literature like the Fourth Gospel. There is nothing, even in modern literature,
until about a hundred years ago when the reali stic novel came into exigence?

Distortions of myth contents

2001 whbUi OUWOBWOPUUUWOI w?2UPOPOEUDUDPI U2 wET Ui 1 Buw
what is in the myths. J. Warner Wallace, in anarticle, x OPOUUwOUUwUl E0w?BDU0z0wdO
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characteristics of ancient pre-Christian deities to be exaggerated in an effort to make them
U O UOGE w O b AValiade lists Bun@raus claims from one particular mythology that are often
cited as similarities. He then lists what the myth actually states. In comparison, it is quite
obvious that it is a real stretch to classify some of these as similarities.For instance, here aretwo
of the eleven examples he cites:

Claim: Horus has 12 disciples.

Truth: * OUUUwl EEWwOO00a wi OUU wshémsig & ©QiE 0w pE B adioBw su'x OB
his story there is reference to sixteen followers and a group of unnumbered

followers who join Horus POWEEUU O] wepEEOOI Ews Ol UOUDZ A6

Claim: Horus was crucified between two thieves, buried for three days in a tomb, and

was resurrected.

Truth: Horus is not reported to have died at all in the vast majority of Egyptian

narratives. There is also no crucifixion story. Instead, Horus is usually described as

I YI OUUEOCOCa wolOl Ul DOT wpbUT wll wplUl 1 wEDOOGP GEXWwBA Wi Uw
dayasthesunrises3 1 1 Ul wPUwWEwWwxEUEOOI OWEEEOUOUWEI UEUPEDOIT
I Obpwil WEUWEEUUwWDOwWxBI EIl UwbOUOwWUT | whPEWB]I UOWOEUIT Uwl

Questionable timing

The timing of many of these mystery religions is highly questionable. Josh McDowell and
Sean McDowell note,? , aUUT Ua wUil OPT pOOUWUI 1 OwUOWET wbdi OUI OEI E
E U O U ®IE Support of this statement, Paul Rhodes Eddy and Gregory A. Boyd have this to say:

A second obstacle to any attempt to understand first-century Christianity in light

of ancient Greco-Roman mystery religions is that virtually all of our evidence for

Ul 1 Ul wuil Op1 POOUWEOOTI Uwi UOOwWUT T wUl EOCOCEwWUOwWIi duuL
first-century religbOUUw OOYI 01l OUw Eaw Exx] EOPOT w OUOw 1 YPETI O
phenomenon a century or more later is questionable, to say the least.True, it is not

unreasonable to assume that there were firstcentury precursors to the mystery

cults of the second century and beyond. But this is an argument from silence, and

in any case we are left with nothing conclusive about these precursor movements.

Hence, any argument that Christianity was influenced by, let alone modeled after,

these precursors must be judged as unwarranted specuation grounded in

anachronism.t
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Insufficient time gap

There was not enough time between the life of Jesus and the writing of the Gospels for
legends to be developed.Author Kenneth Boaexplains:

[The New Testament] was complete before the end of the first century. There

simply was not enough time for myths about Christ to be created and propagated.

And the multitudes of eyewitnesses who were alive when the New Testament

books began to be circulated would have challenged blatant historical fabri cations

about the life of Christ. The Bible places great stress on accurate historical details,

ECEwWUl PUwPUwl Uxl EPEOCOCawWOEYPOUUWDPOwWUT T w&dUxI Owod
two -part masterpiece (see his prologue in Luke 1:1-4).12

Syncretism is highly unlikely .

21 EOQw, E#0P1T OOwWOOU!I UwUT ECw?" T UPUU D BeRBiasul EVUw) 1 PD

First-century Jews loathed syncretism [i.e., the blending of different religions] and
refused to blend their religion with others. Jesuswas Jewish.And Paul [who wrote
several books of the New Testament] had been trained as an orthodox JewHe held
steadfastly to orthodox beliefs about the one true God and would have been
unwilling to compromise them for pagan mythology no matter t he cost.(See Phil.
3:47.)3

Differences greater than similarities

Another point made by Sean McDowell is that, ? ZU¢ T 1 wEDI i 1 Ul OE1l UwEI UbI
EQEwWUT T wOaUuUl UawUil 0b1 0O U wBdnatéslihe Bldwingdrdm aE@tu UT T wU D (
that has been referred to as being similar to the resurrection of Jesus:

[T]he mother goddess Cybele loved Attis. But Attis was unfaithful to his goddess

lover, and in a jealous rage Cybele made him insane.In his insanity he castrated

himself and fled into the forest, where he bled to death. Cybele was in

OYIT UPT 1 OOPOT wi UPT 1 OwUOWUT T wUl OUUOT Ew UUPUws EEE

continued to grow hair and his little finger moved. Is that a resurrection?#

ltisqUPUIT WEwWUOUI UET wUOOWEOOXxEUI wUOT PUwWUOwW) 1 UUUZ wUI U
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Similarities between fiction and reality can occur .

Do you have any doubt that a passenger ship hamed Titanic existed?Do you believe that
this ship sank and that many people drowned in the process?Are you aware of a fictional book
titted, The Wreck of the &n: Or Futility, and the similarities between the sinking of the Titanic
and the details of this book that was writt en by Morgan Robertson in 1898 (L4 yearsbeforethe
sinking of the Titanic)? Well here are some of the interesting comparisons according to Time
Magazine article:? UUT OUws / Ul EPEUUZz w3 b LEWDEW 21D OF WEUDUK w8 1 E

1 Name: In Futility, the boat is described as the largest ship of its day and was called Titan.

9 Size The ships were practically the same size, with the Titanic measuring only 25 meters

longer.
 Date:! OUT wUl Dx UOwWET UEUPEI EWEUwW?UOUDPOOER®I O2 wi PUWE Ow
1 Speed Both were capable of speeds over 20 knots.

9 Safety. Despite having thousands of passengers on board, both ships carried the bare
legal minimum number of lifeboats. 15

Although this fictional story of an ocean liner had much in common with a real event in
history, this in no way impacts the fact that the Titanic existed, and that on April 14, 1912 the
events known in history occurred. Likewise, even if we are left with some similarities between
the ancient religions and myths, and the Gospds, this has no bearing onUT | wi EEVwWOI w) 1
existence andthe well -attested events of his life.

History cannot be ignored.

What if, after considering the above factors, there are still some similarities between the
Gospels and legends?0One cannot rightfully conclude that the Gospels are legends just because
of some shared commonalities with ancient religions and myths when we factor in the historical
evidence around the existence and life of Jesus

Theory # 2+ Jesus was a geat moral teacher, but not God .

In his classic book, Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis makes the following comments on this
theory:
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| am trying to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often
UEAWEEOUUwW' POOwz (zZOwUI EEOQUPQEBEE KDWY O W UWwE U w
EEEI x Ow' DU wE O Enatdsuthg One Bhingurd @Esd ot say. A man who
was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic on a level with the man who says he
is a poached eggor else he would be the Devil of Hell [lying and misleading
others about his identity]. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and
is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse.You can shut Him up
for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet
and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense
about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did
not intend to. 16

The life Jesus lived displayed not the life of a liar, not the life of someone who was insane.
) T U U U splaged hid tuesidentity ¢ Lord.
Theory #3¢ The gOUx 1 QwUUOU & wE E 07 U wd incthsidiebcigs ik sotrdeD OET w U
details betw een the Gospel authors.

LI Uz Uwli B U sbmeudciihiodl éxildnalions for what appears to be inconsistencies in

minor details between the four Gospel accounts, and then we will step back and put it all in
perspective.

Possible explanationsgiven by Mark L. Strauss

One article reported the following points that were made by scholar, Mark L. Strauss from

?00UUVUWEUEOEUPEO? w+UOI wbUwWUT 1T w? OOUU wU | Hach BfthBrk 2 wE OE w
set out to accentuate a specific and unique portrait of Jesus.Through their individual gospels ,

Matthew, Mark, Luke and John i OEUUT EwOOwWxEUUDPEUOEUwWI O1 61 B0V woOIi w"
that they felt illuminate their narrative. #1 Ux DUl wUTl T whbUPUI UUz wYEUDI Ewi OE

surprising cohesiveness. They all bear witness to Jesus and his ministry, but approach the story
PPUT wWEOWPOEDYPEUEOQuwxI UUx1 EUDYI 62
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2 U U E @stidl® than notes four reasons why we may find apparent contradictions in the
gospelsand gives an in-depth explanation for each. Here is an ablreviated version:

9 ?PParaphrasing and interpretation? ¢ It is a widely held opinion that Jesus likely spoke
Aramaic as his primary language, and could speak some Hebrew and Greek as well. Since
the Gospels were all written in Greek, the Gospel authors would have each been translating

into Greek whatever Jesus said in Aramaic. 2 DPOET w2 UUEOQUOEUDPOOwW PUw O
different authors could have had minor differences in interpretation.

1 “PAbbreviation and omission? ¢ The example given here makes thisvery understandable
point:? (T waOUlwpkbl Ul uwUOWEUOWEwWlI UUEEQCEWEOGEwWPDI | whl ECw
get different responses. Maybe the husband will tell you that they worked in the ya rd, went
to the hardware store, and went out for lunch. The wife, on the other hand, might tell you,
s61 wxOEOUI EwUOUI EUUTT UOwWUEOOI (Eho theyuwad inid atithd D1 OE U w
store), and got into an argument (because the husband ordered a mikshake even though
ITTZUWOEEUOUI BHO WO QUpBHOIARUWDE WwE OOz UwUl xUI Ul O0wE
EDIi T T UI OEl UwbOwxl UUxI EUDYI 82

f  ?PReordering of events and sayings? ¢+ ? 6 T EUWEEOU U w" T Uwes the SeumorioBE ET BDOT U
the Mount one long message or did Matthew ¢ like many argue + x UOOQuw ) I UUUz wYEU
teachings together into one place? From reading Luke, it would be easy to make the
EUT U001 OUwUT EQwUT T w2i UOOOwWOOwWUT 1T w, O U b g EwENIOXU
likely that Jesus taught the same lessons multiple times throughout his ministry. 2

f  ?PReporting similar events and sayings?¢ ? 6 1 1 OWEDPE w) 1 UU U wkddtihgppew UT T wUIT ¢
once or twice?d w, EVUUT 1 POw, EVOHEOHIWH BOWI YI OUWEOwWUT T wi &
(Matt. 21:12-13; Mk. 11:1517; Lk. 19:4556) but John puts it at the beginning (Jn. 2:1317).( Uz Uw
not outside the realm of possibility that Jesus felt the need to clear the temple multiple
times, but the creEDPEDPOPUA WOl wUOT 1T wi OUxT OUwWEOT UDL I0WiU7 W Bid
possibility that Mark moved this event to the end of the gospel to emphasize its significance
as an act of judgment against Israel, or that John moved it to the beginning as a histoically
UaOEOOPEWPOEUT UUEUDPOOwWUOWI PUwWwODODUUUAG?

This article concludes by recommending that should someone find what appears to be a conflict
that they first determine whether or not one of these four issues applies.'”
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Possible explanationsgiven by Michael R. Licona

In his 2017 interview with Jonathan Peterson, Licona notes that the writing techniques
used by the Gospel authors areconsistent with the writing techniques of other authors in their
time period. He said that those who study classicliterature ?have for some time recognized [the
use of thesesame writing techniques] in Greco-1 O O E O w O b UOne &xéntpld Lidona gives is
the written works of Plutarch (46AD-120AD), a Greek biographer and essayist. Licona points
out that Plutarch Ul x QUUUwW? 0T 1T wUEOT wUUOUPT UwPOwU PR QuE@ELGOUIT w
UOOEwUT | wUEOI wUUOUDPI UwWwEDI T 1T Ul OUOabd-~

One of the writing techniques that is explained by Licona in this article is called literary
spotlighUD O1 8 ww' 1 w Evhen BralthbunBebtions th arf@ person performing an action
PT DOl wEI DOT w EPEUT w Ol w Ul YI UH contparés] itUtd wa théatheal EUT w x U
performance with multiple actors on stage, and he sayQ w? UwOOl wx OPOUOwWUT 1 woObI
spotlight shines on one of the actors. You know other actors are on the stage.! UUwa OUWEE Oz OwUI 1
EIl EEUUI wUOT T wUxOUOPTT UupUGI 0&00WBOO0&E®@UiuEDOWOO6 wE
devices | observed being used by Plutarch, literary spotlighting was perhaps the OO U U wWE OO OO 06 »

In the article, Licona gives a couple of examples of the likely use of literary spotlighting by
the Gospel writers. Here is one of the examples given:

In all of the Synoptics [the books of Matthew, Mark and Luke] , multiple women

visit the tomb and discover it empty, whereas only Mary Magdalene is mentioned in

John. It seems likely to me here as well that John is aware of the presence of other

women while shining his spotlight on Mary. After all, he reports Mary announcing

to Peterandthe B&OOY I Ew# PUEDx Ol Ow? 3T 1 awl EYI wUEOT OwUOT T w+ ¢
EOOzUwOOOPwPT T Ul wUOT T a wi &Y 2 OueEWd El uull DRI 2 2uwed) Gl FOIwd Guo |
refers? Probably the other women who were present. Then observe what happens

next. In John, Peter and the Beloved Dsciple run to the tomb and discover it empty,

whereas Luke 24:12 mentions Peter running to the tomb and no mention is made of

the Beloved Disciple. However, just 12 verses later, Luke reports there were more

than one who had made the trip to the tomb. These observations strongly suggest

Luke and John were employing literary spotlighting in their resurrection narratives. 18

Literary spotlighting should certainly be considered in the above, and similar, situations.
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The biqg picture

- Ob Ow GtkpUatkuand consider the big picture with regard to this theory:

I am reminded of a Scripture where Jesus commented to the scribes and Pharisees in
, EQ0T 1T pwl t 01 KOw?wWddirainfo@BudEwIl AWBEW B0 w U h BtkeOvdikisy E WE E O ¢
they were so focused onthe trivial that they lost sight of the bigger, most important things .

Not all facts and evidence are of equal significance. All should be considered, but some
carry more weight than others and deserve greater consideration. This is commonly seen in
court, when although attorneys may or may not present some of their weaker evidence, they
make sure their strongest evidence is presented.With regard to eyewitness accounts, it is more
important that the eyewitnesses are in agreement on the majo events of their story (the core
events). It is less important that they are in agreement on the minor details. In fact, it could even be
cause for suspecting possible collusion when eyewitness accounts are identical on all of the minor
details.

That being said, even in cases where here may be variances in minor details, the law of
non-contradiction (as outlined in Chapter One of this book) still applies. Truth exists even in
witness says the robber was wearing a white shirt. The other says the robbez Uw Ul PUUwPEUWE
3T T Ul wuwDbUWEwWOUUUT whpDUT wUI T E U E ndy Bawebeedn whitepOsue, orO 1 wUOT 1 w
possibly a pale blue mistaken for white. But, wi wp OUOE wOOUwUEa wUT EUEwWUOEE
because there is no agreement abouthe shirt color. In this example, the shit EOOOUwDUwWEw?1 O
The ? E E Oth@&important take -away from these witnesses, is that they agree on the core facts
of the story: a man walked into the bank that day with a gun and committed a robbery.

William Lane Craig made this statement when interviewed by Lee Strobel for his book,
The Case for Easte? %OUWE wxT DOOUOx T | Cobsistdrit, the) IGvOdf Ebhtiadictiom B U wb O
UEaUOws 31T DBUWE E 006 0O U wénevar)tbelhistoriarlldoks Gtthade barr &1ilkes ang
Ul EOOEEUa®WEI UEPOUB z w?

The bottom line is that the core facts presented in the Gospels aboutJesug death, burial
and resurrection are consistent: Jesus is crucified.Joseph of Arimathea takes hisbody and puts
it in a tomb. The tomb is visited by a small group of women followers of Jesus early on the
Sunday morning following his crucifixion , and they find that the tomb is empty. They see a
vision of angels saying that Jesus is risen.
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JESUSPERFORMED MIRACLES WITNESSED BY MANY

Miracle: An extraordinary and welcome event thandd explicable by rtaral or scientific
laws and igherefore attributed to a divine agenty(oxforddictionary.com)

| will begin by repeating what | noted about miracles in Chapter 3: ? ( | W& OEwl EUWEOQU]
performed the biggest miracle of all time known to man (i.e., creation) would performing what
we call a miracle within that creation be something out of the realm of possibilities for him? So,
in the framework of a worldview in which God exists, miracles are logically and easily
x OUUDEOI 6~

The Gospels contain reports of Jesus performing about 40 miracles. Even ancient non-
Christians reported that Jesus performed unusual feats, however, they thought his miracles
were some kind of magic. He was even referred to as a sorcerer.

, OUUwWOI w) 1 U UM physiod hedligg® Dtfeautnifacles include him turning water
into wine (his first recorded miracle), raising the dead, walking on water, calming the storm,
and feeding the hungry by supernaturally multiplying food.

There were many eyewitnesses to the mracles Jesus performed.

Jesus performed miracles in the presence of groupst small groups, and sometimes large
groups. The biblical accounts of these events usually mention who was present, and some
Scriptures actually note eyewitnesses tomiraculous eve® U U wb O w )Herd) did hgoeadplels: 8
Jesus said to some disciples of ghn the Baptist ?0 WBo back and report to John what you
have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the deadE Ul wWUEDUI EOQOWEOCEwWUT T wl OOEwWOI pUwbHUU
(Luke 7:22)
In the following passage, Luke indicates that those to whom he was speaking witnessed
God performing miracles, wonders, and signs through Jesus.? $ellow Israelites, listen to this:
Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which
SOEWEPEWEOOOT wadbUlwli UOUT T wi @@2eBUwa Odlwadluul OYIi Uuw

NOTE: The word disciplesis used in the previous quote and will be used throughout this
book, as will the wor d apostlesLl Uz UwOOOOWEUwWOT T wEDI 1 1 UltcdelididwET UPT 1
confusion. Disciple was a term widely used during biblical times and it simply means student
Therefore, anyone being taught by Jesus or John the Bapitst, or otherswas considered their
disciple. Jesus had many disciples.) | Udjpbbiteson the other hand, were those who were sent
out by him to preach and proclaim his message.) | UUUz wUP I OY lofiek referieddi@asUw bl Ul
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disciples because they were not justhis apostles, they were also his students. So, the apostles were
EOQOUOWEDUEDxXxOI UOWEUUw OO U wAydhis GHosen) tivelv&dmnetimds Entie D x O1 Uw
Scriptures when the word disciple is used it is in the broader sense of the word. Other times, it is

referring specifically to the twelve apostles. This is an example of how applying context is

importa nt for a correct understanding.

Why Jesus erformed miracles

There are two main reasons given in the Scriptures for why Jesus performed miracles.
Jesusperformed miracles as a means to validate his deity ¢ proving that he had authority on
earth to forgive sins. We read the following in Matthew 9:1 -8:

Jesusstepped into a boat, crossed over and came to his own town. Some men

brought to him a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he
UEDPEwWUOwWUT T wOEOOwWs3EOI wi i EWithisy ¢bHd@d thes OUU w UD O U w
teachers of the law said O wUT 1 OUI OYIl UOws 31 B U whowiy@dib wub UwWE OEU X |
O7T OUTTUOUOw) T UUUWUEPEOwWs 6T awEOwa O WhictHigd 1 UUEDOwI Y
Il EUPIl UwUOwWUEaAaOws 8OUUwWUPOUWEUT wBublwanbysd 00z wOU wU O
to know that the Son of Man hEUWEUUT OUPUa wOOwl EUUT wOOwi OUT BYIT |
Ul wxEUEOaal EwOEOOuws &1 Uw U x Ohed taermham goOupU wOEUwWE OE v
and went home. When the crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they

praised God, who had given such authority to man.

Jesus also performed many miracles because he was moved by compassion for the people.
This reason is noted numerous times in conjunction his miracles.

JESUS DIED BY CRUCIFIXIOMIE WAS BURIED, RESURRECTED, AND

THEN APPEARED TO MANY.

There is probably no one today who has done more research on the subject of the death
burial and resurrection of Jesus than historian Dr. Gary Habermas. He has committed over 35
years of his academic life primarily to the study of the historic evidence for the res urrection.

One ongoing study by Dr. Habermas is a review of sources from scholars regarding the
historical circumstances around the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus to determine what
201 1 wOD Ob éré& haudreEagreed apon by scholars.As of 2012, Habermas had reviewed
over 3,400 sources addressing these topics (sources that were originally published in French,
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German and English). 317 1 Ul wUOUUET UwPOEOUEIT wUET OOEUUwPT OQWEEEI
Ul EET DOT wE E OU (Eur)l 1UBHEYz nof dn Bttémpd to establish views on the deity of
Jesus or the miracle of the resurrection, but strictly to determine the areas in which the
overwhelming majority of critical scholars are in agreement on the historical evidence for these events.

These six points were agreed upon by an overwhelming majority (90 percent or more) of
these critical scholars:

9 Jesus died by crucifixion.

9 The disciples had experiences which they believed were literal appearances of the risen
Jesus.

The resurrection message was taught early.
The disciples were transformed and willing to die specifically for the resurrection message.

James, the brother of Jesus, converts due to resurrection appearance.

=A == =2 =2

Paul converts after resurrection appearance.

Habermas notes that there are other points believed to be historical facts by the majority of
these scholars (even some by a large majdaty), but they did not reach his high 90 percentile standard.?

+1 Uz Uw Gdnd Ofuthe Weasons why a majority of scholars are convinced of the
EUUT T OUPEPUaAwWOT wOEOQa woOi wUOT T Ul wl YI OO0V wo
) 1 U desth

3T T wOl EOUwWOI w) 1 UUUZz whis pdint has déwndnuing Eddemsasd O 0 6
Following are just two of the quotes from ancient non-Christian sources specifically referencing

) 1 UUUz WEUUEDI BRDOOO

Lucian of Samosata a second century Greek satirist

The Christians, you know, worship a man to this day ¢ the distinguished
personage who introduced their novel rites, and was crucified on that account 6 w
You see, these misguided creatures start with the general conviction that they are
immortal for all time, which explains the contempt of death and voluntary self -
devotion which are so common among them; and then it was impressed on them
by their origina | lawgiver that they are all brothers, from the moment that they are

81



converted, and deny the gods of Greece, and worship the crucified sage, and live
Eil Ul Uwi2DUwWOEPUG »

Flavius Josephusfirst century historian

And when, upon the accusation of the principal men among us, Pilate had
condemned him to a crosso 722

(Note: Although some words attributed to Josephus are in question as possible late
additions, this text is among those that are widely accepted as authentic)

It is also widely accepted that Jesus was dead as a result of the crucifixionIn an article by
The Journal of the American Medical Association titled ? . OwU T | w/ TthchsiEChusty IWE
the following conclusion was reached:

Jesus of Nazareth underwent Jewish and Roman trials, was flogged, and was

sentenced to death by crucifixion. The scourging produced deep stripelike

lacerations and appreciable blood loss, and it probably set the stage for

hypovolemic shock as evidenced by the fact that Jesus was too weakened to carry

the crossbar (patibulum) to Golgotha. At the site of crucifixion his wrists were

nailed to the patibulum, and after the patibulum was lifted onto the upright post,

(stipes) his feet were nailed to the stipes. The major pathophysiologic effect of

crucifixion was an interference with normal respirations. Accordingly, death

resulted primarily from hypovolemic shock and exhaustion asphyxia. ) I UUUz wET EUT w
PEUwi OUUUI EwEawUT T wUT UUUU0w O Moéem théd@dl D1 Uz Uw Ux 1 E
interpretation of the historical evide nce indicates that Jesus was dead when taken

indicates that Jesus was dead before the wound to his side was inflicted and

supports the traditional view that the spear, thrust betw een his right ribs, probably

perforated not only the right lung but also the pericardium and heart and thereby

1 OUUUI Ewl PUWET EUT wow EEOUEDOT GaowbhOUI UxUI UEUDC
Jesus did not die on the cross appear to be at odds with modern medcal

knowledge. 23

Peter Kreeft, Christian apologist and renowned professor of philosophy at Boston College,
raises thesepoints, among others, in support of Jesushaving died on the cross:

Jesus could not have survived crucifixion. Roman procedures were very careful to
eliminate that possibility. Roman law even laid the death penalty on any soldier
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who let a capital prisoner escape in any way, including bungling a crucifixion. It

PEUWOI YI UwEOOI wowg OEFgwgU¢T 1 wi EEVWWIZEWwWUOT T w1l
legs, as he did to the other two crucified criminals (Jn 19:3233), means that the

soldier was sure Jesus was deadBreaking the legs hastened the death so that the

corpse could be taken down before the Sabbath?

With all of the above considerationsOwWP UwP UwOOUwUUUxUDPUDPOT wiUTl ECwWNY
sources (both Christian and non-Christian) accept that Jesus died of crucifixion.

) 1 Uludat wE

m»

311 WEEEQUOUWOI w) 1 UUUZWEUUDPEOQWI UOOWUT T w! OO60wdI w)
Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus.Now Joseph was a

disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leader6. D UT w/ DOEUI z Uuw
permission, he came and took the body away. He was accompanied by

Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a

mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy -five pounds. 3 EODPOT w) I UUUz wEOEa QOuw
two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance

with Jewish burial customs. At the place where Jesus was crucified there was a

garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.

Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they

laid Jesus there.(John 19:3842)

We also learn additional details about Joseph of Arimathea in the other Gospels. He was
identified as beinga? UDET?2pOEOQUT 1 b EIwA OOEAEDE wUx UDT T OwOEO? wp+
?a prominent member of the [Sanhedrin] Council? w o, E U O Tihis ICauicHl ¢dsisted of the
Jewish religious leaders who called for I U U U z w E UHbfveéddr, Bhaughthe was a member
of this Council, we learn in Luke 23:51that Joseph of Arimathea ?had not consented to their
decision and action.?

BO0T T UwE] UEDOWPI wol tidighuhe G2l is that 1 Wes witsSsed) b E O

by at least two women who were his followers. Author Matt Perman notes the following :

[New Testament] scholars agree that the burial story is one of the best established
facts about Jesus.One reason for this is because of the inclusion of Joseph of
Arimethea as the one who buried Christ. Joseph was a member of the Jewish
Sanhedrein, a sort of Jewish supreme court. People on this ruling class were
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simply too well known for fictitious stories about them to be pulled off in this
way. This would have exposed Christians as frauds.

The Book of Matthew describes the effort that was made by the chief priests and Pharisees
UOwUI EVUUI w) il U0UUzwUOOEO

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and te Pharisees

went to Pilate. s 2PDUOz wUT T AawUEDPEOws bl wUl Ol OET UwUT EQwbI
ETEI DYl UwUEDPEOQuws [ Ul U uwSdlgiteltHe aréeEfar thaitorabtd® OO wUDP UT wE
be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples may come and steal

the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last

deception will be worse than the first, zs 3 EOl wWE wl UEUE O zsu& GuOFRI0 fuwe OU P11 U
UT 1T wOOOEWEUwWUIT E U U ISautkey weiat@hdun@dd hé tanib Gdedre by

putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard. (Matthew 27:62-66)

Great measures were taken to insure that the tomb of Jesus was secure.

The empty tomb

31T wW2UOEEawOOUODOT wi 60006PPOT w) 1 UUUZWEUUEDI PRDO
rolled away: ? 2 denly there was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven, rolled the stone, and sat on it. His face shone like lightening, and his clothing was as
white as snow. The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fellintoa E1 EEwi EDPOUGS 2
(Matthew 28: 2-4 NLT)

The tombwasempty.) 1 UUUz wEOEa wPEUwI 601 6
the Christian movement by producing his body to show that Jesus had not resurrected (as this
was the central message of the Christians).

3T 1T wl EUOPTI UOw) 1 PPUT WEOEDPOUWEEOUUwWUT 1 wi OxUawUOOl
UOOEzUwl UEUEUwWPI Ul wU Olobyx Butxhink EoOUE thet). | TO 6 \a ICKisiianEat) w E
that time was to risk severe persecution, torture and death. Many disciples were martyred . Why
POUOCEwW UT | wEDPUEDxOI Uw UPUOwW UUI EOPOT w) il UUUzZw EOEawE
resurrection when doing so would put them in jeopardy of facing torture and death?

oA N o~ s

been senselessThe last thing they wanted was to encourage Christianity to flourish and an
1 OxUawUOOEwWPOUOEWOOOAWEEEWUOwWUxI EUOE UttitaBlestisE OUU w U
had risen from the dead.
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OOUI 1 UWEOOUDPET UEUPOOwWPUWUT ECwOOwU Petharddays,p EU wUI |
23T DPUwDPUwWUUUDODOT sucéntury Eubrai toudetlup & $hitheu dll the sitehwof a holy
OE Oz U wEHE® ivdbedat leadd wk Y wUUET wE B USinteutH2r® wgs hdlkslch shunk fora 6
YT UUUOQwWPUWUUTTTUOUWUT2 € 0wl PUWEOOTI Uwbkbil Ul 6z 0wUT 1T UT 82
And even today, we can visit burial sites with the remains of the founders of other major
world religions. We cannot visit a burial site containing the remains of Jesus, because over 2000
years ago his tomb was found empty.

JeU U legutmadtion

3T T wiPUUUw2U0EEaAawEI Ul Uw )T UUUzw EVUEDPI PRPOOOW U
Magdalene) went to the tomb. SeeingP Uwl Ox UaQwUl T awEOwi PUUCOwUT OUTT Uu
body. But, an angel appeared to the women and said:? 6 w# QWO OUWE] wEI UEDEOwi OUu
are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. ' T wBDUw OOUwi 1 Ul Qwi Tl wi EVwUDUI €
(Matthew 28:5) Then, the angel gave them instructions to tell the disciples that Jesus is risen and
that they would see him in Galilee.

Soon after the resurrection, at the site of the tomb, Jesus first appeared to Mary
Magdalene. About a dozen other appearances over a 8 day period were recorded.

As a detective, | am impressed with cases when they are evidentially diverse. Two

witnesses to the same event are better than oneln a similar way , three witnesses
are better than two, especially if they agree on their observations in spite of their

individual peculiarities or differences. When | have multiple witnesses from

diverse ethnic, social, economic or demographic backgrounds and these witnesses
generally agree on what they say occurred, | reasonably adopt a higher level of
Resurrection of Jesus are particularly important in assessing the validity of these

claims.2”

The diversity to which Wallace is speaking is as follows: Wallace notes that Jesus

appeared to groups of diverse sizes, diverse locations and times, to people of diverse statusHe

appeared for diverse purp oses and for diverse periods of time. And, his appearances were

recorded by diverse authors.
Wallace goes on to say that? @8 expansive and differing aspects of these sightings

OUT T OwlOwl PYT wOUwWDOEUI EUI EWEOOI PET OET wbOwUIT 1T weUUI
Here are a few additional coOUDPET UEUDOOUwPBDUT wUI T EVUEwWUOOwW) 1 UUU¢
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In response to claims that Jesuswas not fully dead after the crucifixion , Peter Kreeft has
this to say:

The postUl UUUUI EUPOOwW Exxi EUEOETI Uw EOOYDPOET Ew U1 1 w E
31T OOEUO7z w Ul E UoioudlyUalive orp £0t1829).Gt is psychologically

impossible for the disciples to have been so transformed and confident if Jesus had

merely struggled out of a swoon, badly in need of a doctor. A half-dead,

staggering sick man who has just had a narrow escape is not worshipped

fearlessly as divine lord and conqueror of death.28

Another point worth noting is that i f the authors of the Gospels were making up these
Gospel accounts, one would have to question the likelihood of them claiming that women were
the first eyewitnesses of the risen Jsus. In that time and culture the testimony of a woman was
barely considered. If their aim was to grow Christianity, this would not have been a good
strategy. It would have hurt their case , not helped it.

AOE O w Gnt forgetUthue Old Testament prophecies that mirrored the Messiahz death,
burial and resurrection that were fulfilled though Jesus.

Theearly DO x E E U wOésuredtidd UU z wU

#DUI EUOCQawi 6000PHOT w) 1 UUUZWEUUEDI PR B GbdDostOE Oa w Ol
hope. They were afraid. They fled and hid. However, just days later, they encountered the risen
Jesus. They were transformed from doubters to believers, from fe arful to courageous
proclaimers of the resurrected Jesus.The disciples of Jesus wereemboldened. Paul and James,
the brother of Jesus, both claimed to have seen the risen Jesus and that experience changed them
from non -believers to passionate followers of Christ.
The apostles not only proclaimed the risen Jesus, they were willing to die rather than
recant what they had witnessed, and some of them were ultimately martyred. According to
Sean McDowell, author of the book The Fate of the Apostlethere is very strong evidence that
four of the apostles died as martyrs (Peter, Paul, Jamesson of Zebedee, and Jamesbrother of
Jesus).As for apostles Andrew and Thomas, McDowell says UT I Ul wbUw? 1 OOEwUIl EUOOW
they may have died as martyrs as well.? \With regard to the other apostles, there is not as much
definitive evidence about the cause of their deaths. McDowell points outthat ? UT 1 wOl awPbUwbO
show that [the apostles] actually all died as martyrs. The key is to show their willingness to die
E U w O E UNicBdweliGays that their willingness is e stablished in the book of Acts wherein w e

learn? 3T 1 WExOUUOI UwUUEUUwxUI EET b Od Tw EaCzEUU xuEBEG ERROIDAI Bl
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beaten.3T 1 az Ul wOT UOPOwWPOwxUPUOOwWOoO w3T 1l awUl EOOawEl OPI VI
Pl Ul wPpDOOPOT wlOOwW®Ui I 1T UWEOCEWEDIT wi OUwbUGB »

One might wonder how this is different from martyrs today. In their book, The Case for the
Resurrection of JesuGary Habermas and Michael Licona answer this question:

[T]here is an important difference between the apostle martyrs and those who die
for their beliefs today. Modern martyrs act solely out of their trust in beliefs that
others have taught them. The apostles died for holding to their own testimony that
they had personally seen the risen JesusContemporary martyrs die for what they
believe to be true. The disciples of Jesus died for what they knew to be either true
or false.3

In addition to the apostleswho were martyred, scores of early Christians were also martyred.
The following was written by the first century Roman historian, Tacitus, describing the torture and
murder of Christians by Nero: ? , OEOI Ua wOil wl YI Ua wUOU U Qdvered with h& | Ew U Ow
skins of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to
the flames and burnt, to serve as a nightly illumination, when daylight had expired. ~Nero offered

McDowell poses this question: ? 6 | EQwl OUI wEOUOEWEQEDPI OUwPpbHUOI UUI
UU0wOi wOT T wUDPOETI ®pUa wOi wlOT I PUWET OP1 1 Uy~

What is this message that the early church preached and were willing to die for? In the
words of Paul, a former persecutor of Christians until he encountered the risen Jesus:

OwUTl EQw" T UPUUWEDPI Ewli OUwOUUWUPOUWEEEAQBEDOT wOOwUI
was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to

Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of

the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some

have fallen asleep.Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all

ITTwExx]I EUl EwOOwWO! wEOUOwWo wuOUw( wEOQwWUT T wOl EV0wWOI w!
be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of Godut by the grace of God |

am what | am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, | worked harder than

all of them ¢ yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. Whether, then, itis | or

Ul 1T aowlT DU wh U ytrdorathiane15:344)U 1 EET wod

Christianity grew. Sunday was established as the primary day of worship. And, the followers
of Jesus continued the two ordinances that he had begunt UT T w+ OUEz Uw2 Ux x| UwWE OE WEE x
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Jesus impacted the lives of those in the first century and his impact continues today in the
lives of men and women, boys and girls.
3UUOAaOwW?EOCOwWUT 1T wEUOPT UwUT EV0wI YT UwOEUETT EOQOWEOEUW
the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together have not affected the
life of man uponeE UUT WEUwx Opl Ul UOOA WEBwWUT EVw. Ol w2OO0DPUEUA w+

37T 1 Ul wbUwl OOEwUI EUOOwPIT aw) I UUUwWI EVwWET 1 OWEEOOI EL
He is who he claimed to be. He is who his disciples knew him to be. A little over 2,000

years ago, the Author of truth, our eternal, all-knowing, all -powerful Creator and Savior
stepped into our world and carried out his mission.

7wl 60T Ul EwOUUWPOUOE WO WEDEwWI 1T whEAUUWUOwWI UI Dwot
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ENCOUNTERING GOD







ENCOUNTERING GOD

2317 1T wUIl EUl UwUT oexdir GodEbuthé thihgaiiev@aled belong to us and to
OUUWET b Deuttiordmmo29:29)
2" EOOwUOwWO! wESEwW( wbPOOWEOUPT Uwa OUOWEBEwWPDOOwWUIT 00U
(Jeremiah 33:3 ESV)

Uw) OOw, OUUPUOOWUUEUI UOw?" OOOUOPEEUDPOOWUT UOUI
Christianity unique. It takes you from a vague idea O ws UT T Ul wbUwUOOI wOPOEwWO
OT 1T Ul OZzwUOOwWEwWxT UUOOEOW&OEwWPT OWEOOOUOPEEUI UwbbUT wU
EwUI OEUPOOUL BxwbDUT wi DOB

Encountering God, we discover what he is like, who we are, why we exist, and how we
can live the life for which we were created. He communicates in general ways to all humanity
(known as general revelation) and specific ways, addressing specific people (known as special
revelation).
61 wUT T w&OEzUwl 1T &1 UEOw UI nYtheOdaraeDvin thall) hrtwdrk) ¢ah w OE U U U
communicate things about an artist, we all understand certain things about God through his
creation.1 OOE OUwho |l YwUl OOUwlUOwW? %OUWUDPOET wUI 1 wéeUul EUDO
his eternal power and divine nature ¢ have been clarly seen, being understood from what
Il EUWET T OWOEET 62 w6l wOOOOWEUOUOEWEUWEUI EUPOOOwWPI wC
know. We know we are not the master of this universe. We have an inner sense that there is
something/someone greater than us even ifP1 WEOwWOOUWEUUUPEUUI whl EVwHU
originating from God. So, we have all encountered God in this general sense.
We also learn about God through special revelation such as through the Bible which is the
foremost source of information about God.
God is especially revealed to us through the life of Jesus, since, as stated in Hebrews 1:3,
2311 w2O0O0whUwWUT | wWUEEDPEOEI| widdsantdtiorEag Hiswll BD@IUW arEQEIWIOD 1T iwd
to learn about God, a great place to begin isto read UT 1 w s Beiiv@éstament which centers on
the life of Jesus and his teachings.
(OWEEEPUDPOOWUOWUIT T w2EUDPXx0UUIl UOW&OEWEEQWEOUOwW?U
our thoughts (during prayer or any other time), in our dreams and visions, through the written
or spoken words of believers, and through events and circumstances However, it is important to
note that any thoughts and impressions of God that we might form from means other than the
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Bible, if authentic, will never conflict with the Bible, as the Bible is our primary, and unequaled
source of revealed truth.
And finally, to whom does God reveal himself? To the open and willing heart of any person
PT Owl 1 OUPOI QawpPEOUUwWUOwWOOOPWI DO wW? UOWEOEwWDPUwPDOO
(Matthew 7:7)
In the following chapters we will take a look at some revelations from God ¢ what he is
like, what he has revealed about mankind, and our relationship with him.
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WHAT GOD IS LIKE

PUUEOWUT T w OxT EWEOGEwWUT 1 w. O1 T E Ca, and Whidxoauwddrhel, the+ OUE w& O
00D i(Resetipour8iu

You may have seen some of theE UUDUUDE wEIT x DE U DB Youhhow & E wUT E U
very old man with the long white hair and beard, dressed in a glowing robe and sitting on a
throne suspended in the clouds. Some may picture God this way. Others might imagine him as
the divine disciplinarian in the sky, peering down at us, waiting for us to do something wrong
so he can punish us. Or, maybe wethink of God as a cosmic genie who we call on when w e
want something.

Other people may be inclined to see God only in the context of the long ago customs and
practices in biblical times. And, since their way of life two thousand years ago is so foreign to us
in this 21st century, we can mistakenly attribu te these same characteristics to God, himself ¢
ancient, obsoletelO wP UUT Ol YEOQOUwWDOwWUOEEaz UwbOUOES

. UwOEAE]I Owbi wUUEE 00U Ed thipuph theurdi®d Webassdclate With bud »
earthly father. In psychology, this is known as transference. This can be good if we have (or
had) a father with godly traits , but not so helpful to us if our father was absentor i wi 1 whEUOz UL
good father. In that case, our impression of fathers may be tainted. And, since this usually
happens on the subconscious level, we mght not even realize that our opinion of our earthly
father has influenced how we view and relate to God.

There are also those who even take liberties to make up their own version of God. This
approach is not surprising since many people in our culture think in relativistic terms, believing
they can create their own truths. But, we cannot re-define God. God is who he is. He created
and defined us ¢ not the reverse.

The bottom line is that we can believe God is (or is not) whatever we imagine him to be,
but wrong perceptions in no way alter the truth about him.

So, whatis& OE wOP Ol y w+ 1 Uz U uobvihal iIGodhas @8l wofisittralghGhe
Scriptures.
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REVELATIONS ABOUT GOD

What has God chosen to reveal to us about himself? In short, all we need to know for the
present time ¢ our earthly journey. Although we may not know all we would like to know,
we can know all we need to know. W hile we are on this earth, some things will remain a
Oauvuli vUadw3li 60001 PEOwW )dw (dw/ EEOI Uw UI OPOEUwW UUOW °
exhaustively, and whose revelation of Himself confronted us with no mysteries whats oever,
POUOEWE]l WEW&OEWPOWOEOzZ UwDOET 1 OWEOEWUT T UI T OUTl wEOuU
E U w EHOWeFer, we also learn from Scripture that we will eventually understand what we
OOPWEOOUPETI UwdauUli UPT Uow? %OUwdODb wrbthewwd shai €6 O0a wE wU
i EEl wOOwi EET w- Opbw( wOOOPWPOwWXxEUUOWUT I Ow(wUi EOOuU
Corinthians 13:12)

Following are revelations about God from the Scriptures. This list is in no way
exhaustive, but | have attempted to include some of the most commonly known and
discussed descriptions and attributes of God. Some of this information was also touched on
in previous chapters, and some of what is covered here will be explained in more detail in
the chaptersto come.

God created our universe t he pre-existed it and he exists independent of it .
2(OwlT 1T WwET TPDOOPOT W& OE WE UGdpdss ExpUT 1T wi 1 EYI OU wE
21 U0 wWEOwWOOU Wi OUT T OwlT PUWOOT wlUT POT OwET EVUwi UDI OEUC
Ul OUUEOEwal E UPReterBisluOD Ol WEWEEaS~» w
? %@ Wim all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones

or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. He is before all
Ul DOT UOWEOQOE whOuwl b O CE@msil®DT Uwi OOEwWUOOT 1 07

We learn in the Book of Genesis (as well as from scientists) that our universe is not
eternal, that it came into being at some point in time. Genesis also answers the who question:
261 OWEUI EUI Ew0T 1T wUODBYI UUI y2 w& OE wE E (ed thewmverseld OWE OO
he necessarily would have pre-existed it and therefore, he is independent of it, not subject to
that which makes up our universe (i.e., space, time and matter).
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God is sovereign and the author of truth
231 droU+EUwl UOUEEOPUT I Ewl PUwUT UOOT wb @saimi1@3¥M9) OO wE OE wl
Jesusaid? 6 w$ YT Ua OO0l wOOwWUT T wip@ibhh i8B7) wOUUUT wOPUUI ¢
231 1T wxl OxO1 wbl Ul wEOEA&AT EWEUwWI DPUwUOT EET 88G1T OwWET EEUL

(Mark 1: 22a)

God is sovereign over the universe. Like an artist, he started with a blank canvas and
decided what would be. He decided every minute detail of this universe. All truths within our
universe, from how things look, to how things are, to how things function, are based on
decisions that originated from the mind of God.

God is more powerful than we can imagine
2&UI EQwPUwOUUwW+ OUE PealinQEnBE EUOCEEOU WD Owx ObI
What kind of power did it take for God to create the universe? A level of power that man
EOI UwOOUwxOUUI UUOWOOUWEEOQwWI T wxUOEUET wo wEwOI YI OQwoi
God has intelligence and knowledge that is incomprehensible to man.

? lssthe heavens are higher than the earth, sogrways higher than your wagsd my thoughtshan
aOUUwUT (Baikh 6590 6 -
2.7 0wl0T 1 wET xUT wOl wOT 1T wUPET I URotéanau11i33) ubDUEOOWE O
Both, in the vastness of our universe as evidenced in its over two trillion galaxies, as well

as in some of its smallest components, such as DNA, the design and intricacies throughout
creation reveal an intelligence that is humanly inconceivable.

God is creative.
2" ObpwOE Oa wE U lorn( GULPupp O UGUOH WOEET wUT 1T OWEOOOWUT 1 wi

(Psalm 104:24)

We need only to look around at the variety within creation: the flowers and trees, fish in
the ocean, the animals, and even us humans to realize that God has endless imagination and
creativity.
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God is spirit .

~ S

? & O Epini®, &ha ks worshippers musiorship in S B U D U wE O Hion@:24)

U
23T 1T w200wbUwUT I wb OE ([Colasgiahsut{@d) 1 wbOYDPUDEOI u

The previous EUD x OUUT UwU0l OOwUUwUT EVw? &OEwPUwUxPUDPU? wE
this mean? It means that God isa spirit-being, not comprised of flesh and bones. In the words of
YT UUUOwW? 6 WEWUxPUPUWEOT UwdOOUwi EYT wi Ol UT wEOGEWEOGOI U
Although there are some references in the Bible such as the hand of God, the face of God,
etc., these are symbolict a figure of speech known as anthropomorphisms, a type of metaphor
which, in this context, means using human characteristics symbolically in order to describe
things about God in terms that are easier for us to understand.

God is Father, Son and Holy Spirit ( the Trinity) .

? 6 3 | drowtr God, the bro B U w (Dédteronomy 6:4 ESV)
s3TTUIT OUI wi OWEDOEWOEOI WEPUEDxOI UwOi wEOOWOEUDODUOL
EQEwOi wlT 1 (uattBe®28112)x DUDUO? w

God, who is one God, is referred to in the Bible in the persons of the Father the Son and
the Holy Spirit. The Scriptures reveal to us that God isoneGod existing in these three distinct
persons. Yet, each is at the same time, fully God not three parts of one God, not one God
appearing in different forms, but three different persons that are each fully God. One Scripture
Ul T TUUPOT wOOwWUIT | w2OO0wEI i PUOUOW? %OUwWHPOwW" T UPUUWEOO
(Colossians 2:9).

Thetermusi EwWUOOWET UEUPET wOT T w%EUT T UOwWw2 OOWEDBE W' 00a w2
This word was coined by an early third century theologian named Tertullian. Although this
word is not in the Bible, the concept it represents is all throughout the Bible.

NorOEQw &1 PUOT UWEOEW %UEOOwW3UUI OwUEaAaOw?31T 1 w3UDO*
essence. In other words, there are three persong Father, Son, and Holy Spirit + who share
OO0l wEPYDPOI wOEUUUI 62 weDUT wUI T EVEWOOwWUOT 1T wavb©wp) 1 UU
OEUUUI OWEUOwWT 1 wEOUOWTI EVUWEWEDUUDPOEUWI UOEQWOEUUUI 8
ET OUET wi EUT T UOQWUEPEWUT EQwpPT 1 OwlUT T w200wi 6001 Ul EwO
deity; it was the addition of humanity. Indeed, when Jesus was conceived, he did not cease
El DOT w&OEG w' I wUDPOx Oa wElk Enilighians @16 -7) @dréaa thése) woths & » w
| EUOWEEOUUOwW) T UU0Uow?261 OOWE] POT wbOwYI UawdEUUUI w&c
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something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the
YI UawOEUUUI woOi wEwUI UY E OU O w Eeiddd andi DuEK dlsa Brdkeuthit) OE Ow O B
statement about the relationship between the Father and Son:

This is analogous to human relationships. For example, an earthly father is equally
human with his son, but the father holds a higher office. Likewise, Jesus and the Father
have different offices but are both equally God (John 1:1; 8:58; 10:30). When Jesus
added humanity, he voluntarily subordinated himself to the Father and acce pted the
limitations inherent with humanity (this is exactly what Paul explains in his letter to

the Philippians [2:5-11]. But Jesus never lost his divine nature or ceased being God.

Although the Trinity can be explained to some degree, it is not a concept that can be fully
understood in our limited capacity. It is widely considered to be one of the mysteries about God.

God is personal .

What is meant by personal? Having and exhibiting the attributes of a person.
The God of the Bible is not an impersonal force or energy, or a distant power. Luke
6EaAOl WEOEUDPI Pl UwUT pUEalPed@E 9D OOwbOwl PUWEUUDPEOT w?

(OwOEOGawi OUOUWOT w POEUPUOWPEOEwWPOWEWOUOET Uwdi wc
is defined as an impersonal essence, force, or source fobeing from which

everything else derives. While personal language may occasionally be used to

El UEUPE]l wuPUwPOWEWUUUPEUOGawoOl UExT OUPEEOwUI OUI Ou
creator with his own intentions, plans, actions, or individual consciousnes s. In

contrast, the God of the Bible is inherently and undeniably personal. 3

We see many personal attributes of God noted in the Scriptures. Here are just a few
examples given by Wayne:

The idea of the distinct, conscious, volitional, and utterly personal nature of God
runs throughout the Bible. & O E z U i BrBe@s@lonians 5:18) His plans (Isaiah
25:1), His compassion, goodness and lovingkindness (Isaiah 63:7), His words
(Psalm 78:1) His deeds(1 Chronicles 16:8), andHis thoughts and purposes (Micah
4:12) are all inherently personal attributes and actions. God is capable of

friendship (Job 29:4),love, and fellowship (2 Corinthians 13:14). God enters into
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covenants (Genesis 15:18)makes promises (Deuteronomy 1:11), and swears oaths
(Deuteronomy 7:8). God knows grief (Genesis 6:6),pleasure (Isaiah 42:21),and

gualities of God come out on virtually every page and across every genre of
EDPEOPEEOQwWODUI UEUUUI 62 wep4 OET UODPOI UWEEEIT EG K

Based on the definition of the word personal, and what is revealed about God in the Bible,
we can easily attribute this quality to God.

God is righteous and holy ¢ heis light ¢ he is the perfect standard.

2371 w+ OUEwWDPUwUD R RPIMAQ4sATuD OWE OOwl PUwbPEaU
? Bere is no one holy like therp» (I Samuel 2:2)

ROEWbUwWODT T UOwhOwi P Quichh1:8) T wbUwOOWEEUOOI U

God is righteous and holy. The word righteous means morally right or just ifiable; virtuous.

The primary meaning of the word holy is separate, set apart, unique. Holy can also mean

UPT T Ol OUUOI UUWEOGEwxUUPUadwW3T 1 OOO0T PEOw) dw' EOxUOOw*

perfection in God that totally separates Him from all that is evil and defiing and common. 2 wuw

*1T EUT O a wRéHE@ dd gold butk@vhe it is free from any dross or impurities, or a garment

clean when free from any spot, so the nature and actions of God are free from any impurity or evil

of EOa wWOPOE whi&EEGWIuMIBIF 0T OUUOI UUWEOGEwWI 00POI UUwUOPBUI
The Scriptures also tell us that God is light, and in him there is no darkness. The article,

261 EUWEOI UwPUwlOl EQwUT EVW&OEwWPUwWOPT T Uy 2 wi UOOwWT 60U

? + D is’la tbmmon metaphor in the Bible. Proverbs 4:18 symbolizes righteousness
EQwUOT T w?O00UO0DOT wUUOG>»w/ T POBDxxPDEOUwWI 6 vk wOPOI OUw
EQEwxUUI »wO0OOwUT pOPOT wUUEUUwWPOwWUT 1 wUOadw) T U0UwU
20w+l Owa0uivaddad BEIUIuwOUT woOUTl 1 UUOwWwUT E0wUOTT awdEa w L
@, EOUT 1 Pwkoht ABw/ UEOOwWAt 0 KWUEAUwWOI w&OEOwW? 8 OUWE L
The fact that God is light sets up a natural contrast with darkness. If light is a
metaphor for righteousness and goodness, then darkness signifies evil and sin.
%PDUUUw) OT Owhot wUEaAaUwUT EVw? Pl whpl wEOCEPOwWUOwWI EYI wi
EEUOOI UUOwP] woOPl WEGEWEOWOOUWODY!T wOUUwWUOT T wlOUUUOIT
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absolutely holy, with no admixture of sin, no taint of iniquity, and no hint of injustice. 4

God is holy and righteous. He is the standard of perfection, and he sets the standard for
us. He is our moral code.

God is love.
2060 &0E wb(ioih@¥1 6> w

(QwbUwbhbOUI UT UUPOT wUT EVUWUT PUwYIT UUI wEOI UOzZUwUEa w-
God islove. It is his essence. All he thinks and does flows from who he is and therefore is rooted
in his love.

Some religions (particularly, New Age), twist this truth about God, teaching instead that
love is God (love = God). But, this is an error when referring to the God of the Bible. As
previously noted, God is not an impersonal force. Nor is he just the emotion we cal | love. While
love is a very prevalent attribute of God, love alone does not define God.

So, what is meant by the word lovein the above Scripture? The Greek word used for love
has a very specific meaning. Although there is only one English word for love, in ancient Greek
there are different words representing various types of love. Some of these words include: philia
(friendship love), eros(romantic love), and storge(the kind of love between family members).
Another type of love is represented in the Greek word agapeAgape love describes a lovethat is
pure, sacrificial, wanting the highest good for others. This is the purest form of love. The word
agape is used over 100 times in the New Testament. It is the same word used in | John 4:8,
describing God. Agape love is the very nature and essence of God, and it is the type d love he
has for us, his creation.

God is just .
2' 1T wbUwUT 1T wl1OEOOw! PUwpk OU E UALEtFII God whe idde€no Orang,O0 E wE OO u
Ux UDT T UwE OBeauttrohomy@®4) wi 1 8 2
21DT 1T Ul OUUODI Uthedobinddion Wiyauihidne I(Psefmso: 14)
) UUODWEEOQWET wET I DOl EWEUOW?! EUI EwOOuyGightied T EYDOI1
i ERPVBEEDxUUUI WUEAUWEOOWOI w&OEz UwbEa Uuwkkhwlih 0w 00
carries out discipline and punishment.
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Because Godis just, when he judges, he will carry out justice fairly. One article makes this

statement about God as our judge:

Many times in the Bible God is pictured as a judge. The Bible says that He will one
day judge the world. Many of us shy away from the thou ght of God as a judge
because the examples of justice that we see on earth are flawed: some judges are
corrupt and, even when their intentions are good, they can make mistakes. However,
the fact that God is just assures us that when He acts as judge, He wi administer
justice perfectly. His ability to do this involves other aspects/attributes of His
character, including His ability to discern the truth in every situation and see into the
hearts and minds of men, His wisdom, His strength, His authority, and His moral
character in establishing what is right and wrong. 8

God is merciful and gracious .

? | Udwudalorp, are a God merciful and gracieug®salm 86:15 ESV)

Although God is perfectly just, he is also merciful and gracious.

&OEzZUwOl UVEAWEVEWE VEEBWET UEUPE]I EWEUWIiI OOO0OPUOW? &
grace, but they are not the same. Mercy withholds a punishment we deserve; grace gives a
EOI UUDOT wbl wEOOzZ UwWET UT UYIT 82

These attributes of God are shown throughout the Scriptures. We see many illustrations of
&OEzUwOl UEAWEOEwWT UEET wi RUI OEIl EwUOWOEOOPKE Bisu OEOwH
ultimate display of mercy and grace extended to us through Jesus.

' ExxawUl T wOOUOwWUT ECwi EUWE {AGuBEWRINnKk)WE &8 WEWY DI P w
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(Psalm 8:34)

R

Who are we? And, why are we here? We have an innate desire to know. God designed us
to have this longing. He also provided us with the answers.

*OO0PPOT wUOT T wOUUUT wi UOOW&E&OEZUwW6 OUEW!I PYT UwUUWEOE
Three (Reasms to Believe the Bible is Reliable), much was said about context with regard to
PT ECwPl wUI EEG w61 wOl 1 EWEOOUTI ROUWUOWUOET UUUEGEwWUT I u
context is equally relevant when it comes to our lives. Jeff Cavins explains our need for context

Our desire and fascination with stories suggest that there is an ultimate story of
which we are an integral part, a story to which we are drawn that is bigger than
ourselves.

Uw OE Oz Uw 00 Oipmvinksueliddndeufér Gik existence, so the ultimate
story, written by God, is evident by our endless search for a plot in which we can
envision ourselves participating that will make sense of our lives.

St. Augustine once said concerning our need for 8 OEOwUT E0ws OUUwi T EU0wHU!
UOUPOwPUwWUIl U0UwhbOwadUszwel wEOUOEWEOUOwWUEaAwWUT EU
EOOxOI Ul Ol UUWEOGEWET 0001 POT wUOUPOwWPIT wi OUI Uw&OEZ |
comprehensive storyline by which every life finally mak es sensé.
61 EQwbUw& OE z Uw?tlhg &cthal Gobtéxt in whichOng exi$tt wour identity and

our purpose? We will first look at what God has revealed to us in answer to these questions.

Then, we will address our problem (what is preventing us f rom living out our purpose), and
i POEOOAOQW&OEZUwx OEQwWUOWUT UOOYIT wOUUwxUOEOI 08 w

WHO ARE WE?

The importance of understanding the truth about our identity cannot be overstated, since
how we perceive ourselves will greatly influence our lives ¢ for our good or to our detriment.
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Who does God say we are as members of the huma race? We will examine how the
Scriptures respond to this question. But, before we do, here are a few examples highlighting
the importance of what we believe about our identity and how o ur beliefs can impact our
lives:
+1 UzUwi PUUUDWEOOUPET Uwl Opw i UOE Obpalwordeew uh&i | DOI Eu
excludes God. WUEOEPUwW" UPEOQwEUwxI Uw6eDODx] EPEOwW?ET OOUUB
EUT 1 bsayS,? &1s 8 OUz Owa OU U w MBayduu BehBriesiafdyouudmbitibhs, your
sense of personal identity and free will, are in fact no more than the behaviour of a vast
EUUI OEQa woOi wOl UYIT wEI 00U wE d4nhd btieistERicharel DanvkinsBays) 1 Ew OO0
23171 Ul wHUw EUw O aoUgpaesed Gowedl] tbbgood, nothing but pointless
DOEDPI I 1 UI OEl 661 wEUI wOEET BOI Uwi OUwxUOxET EUDPOT w#- &
Imagine looking into the eyes of your child and explaining that this is who he/she is:
OOUT POT WEUUW?EWOEET POI wi OU wx thé beRavidt bfa Galstagsemblp? w? OO uw
Ol wOl UY] wETl OOUWEOGEwWOOO! EUOI UO? WwEOEWUT ECQwT PDUxT 1T UwC
ET D O E-imbge,$éng2iof worth and purpose?
Of course, it is unlikely that any parent would make this declaration to their child, but if
they were honestly representing a godless worldview this is the explanation that applies. As
Christian author Natasha Crain points out, if God does not exist, all of creation is here by
ET EOEl WEQEwW?¢D¢ OwUUET wE whiabld thanhuist)abdtheve Hd HasisBod wd O w O O
saying that any life matters. Only if there is an author of life who creates and imbues us with a
Ol EOPOT wi Ul EUI UwUT EOwOUUVUwxT AaUPEEOQwWxEUUUWEEOQwWODYI U
6PDUT wUITEUEWUOWUT T wxUI YBOUU whoR dagyesting Wedawojdw UT OU OF
these worldviews just because they paint such a bleak picture of humanity. If the evidence was
in favor of these assertions (that humans are nothing more than their physical parts), then we
would just need to accept that. However, based on the evidence, | think there is good reason to
agree with Dr. Francis S. Collins (the scientist mentioned in Chapter Two, who headed up the
Genome Project) in his conclusion that the atheilU Uw b OUOEYDPI PwbUwUBhrdth&t O1 EUU w
the evidence points to the existence of God.
"T Ul ZUWEOOUT T Uwl REOx Ol woOi wi Opwbi ECwbIl wET OB Y1 wE
I have worked in the area of domestic violence for the last 20+ years. | once attena@d a
work -related event. One of the speakers was a woman who, in the recent past, had experienced
domestic violence, but she was now trying to move on and rebuild her life. She opened her talk
EawEl OECEDPOT Ow?2#0w- . SWEEOOwWOI w EnuohBoEsperkCapaut(the E Ow E w U
importance of being careful about how we frame our life experiences and what labels we accept
about ourselves. She understood that seeing herself now as a victim would not help her ¢ but it
would hinder her ability to move forward in life.
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Intended or not, we internalize what we accept about ourselves, and our beliefs will
impact our lives. Our core beliefs matter more than we may realize. We can trust our Creator for
the truth about who we are.

What the Scriptures tell us abo ut our identity

? 2 @nd created mankind in his own imagethe image of God he created them; male and female he
EUI EVI Eengdisi1Qf »
%1 WEUT wUT T wEOEaAaOQwa OUWEUIT wdU U wsaidipd:Hp)U Owb |l wEUI wE
2% O0UwaOUwWEUI EUTI EwCawbOOOUUWET POT OwadUuwodpUwdl wio
hidden from you when | was made in the secret place, when | was woven together in the depths of the
earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordainetefwere written in your book before
OO01 woOi wli | PeafnA811816) OWE T 6 2 w

61 OWEUI wbkl y whdlowed tréatiok, &éaedPub Owi PUwOP OwWDOET T 62 w
Although God made many creatures to live on the earth, human beings are unique. Only
humans were made in his image.
Before explaining what it means to be made in the image of God, | should note what this
does not mean. It does not mean we are a god or that we will become a god. God alone is
sovereign. And, of course, our likeness to God is not a physical likeness since he is not a
material being as we are. However, while we are material beings, we are not merelymaterial
beings, but each of us is a union of body and soul. Our body cannot live without our spirit or
soul, but our soul can exist without our body.
61 WEUIl wuPOwW&OEZUWDPOET T wbOwUT T wUl OUT wOT ECwkT wUi
God in the following ways: We are personal beings with a min d and a will; we have a moral
awareness; we are relgional, rational, and iOw Ul I wUEOI wbhEaAaw Ul EUwbPI wUI I u
create things, whether artistic works of art, music, literature, etc., or systems and processes of
OPkI1 62
Uw&OEZUWETI OOYI EwWEUI EUPOOOwWPT wi EYT wbOUUDPOUPEWD
God has created. Our stage of life, physical and cognitive abilities, ethnicity, financial status,
appearance, level of education, profession and position in life are not a factor in our worth as
x1 UUOOUB w-1DHUTT UWEOTI UwPUWOEUUTI UwbiT 1 0T T UwkI zYI wOEE
messed up. And, we have worth whether or not we believe we do. Every person is valuable to
God.
God not only values us, he loves us.
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It may be difficult to understand how the eternal God who is sovereign over this universe,
as massve as it is, even knows who we are, much less, loves us After all, earlier (in Chapter
One) we looked at the fact that in addition to there being billions of us on planet earth, we
humans are microscopically small compared to the universe. We could easily walk away from
this information feeling qu ite insignificant and invisible. Except for what we know about God .

You see, when we compare ourselves to the universe, it is (to us) staggering! But, here is where

context comes into play. Think about it. What do we know about God that changes everything?

We know that God exists beyond space, time and matter. Since God is not subject tospacethis

Ol EOUwWUT E0wOUUWUDPAT wopb b retatdmtd thd madsie dpacé theunivérsa D OT EE D |
inhabits is totally irrelevant to God. It may be mind -blowing to us humans, but this contrast in

size is of no dgnificance whatsoever to God.

And, although God exists in a dimension beyond our world, he is also present and
involved in our world. God is personally interested in us and every detail of our lives because
we matter to him.

It has been rightly said, ? 8 OUwbPPOOwWOIl YI UwOOOOwpOUOwWUT T wi al v
O0YI1AJUI OUOw) Il UVUaw! UPETT UOwWwUEaAUwW&OEZUwWOOYI wi OUw
2EUDx0U0UI UBw( UwhPUwUOUUT whpiTUTTUwPI wEl OPT YI wbPbUwdOUw
doesourfath EUTI EUTl wbUB w( OwdUDPT POEUI UwbOwBT T wYl UawbOEUUUI

WHY ARE WE HERE?

280UWOEO] wOOOP OwU O wobiesebck therexisFullriess Offj¢gsalm et 1B EED wa O U U w>
2- 001 DOT wOEUUI UUwWOOUT wlI E O w ard édthibddaruc&nipénsatedor ot x O U T U

knowing themt not success, wealth, fame, or pleaséfighout a purpose, life is motion without
Ol EOPOT OWEEUDPYPUawkPDUT OUU wE(Padtbr Ricknai@O)wE OE wi YI OU

| was 31 years old when | gave birth to my only child, my daughter, Amy. When | held
her for the first time, | remember feeling overwhelmed by the love | felt for her. Although there
were other people | dearly loved, parental love was a different type of love than | had ever
experienced. There just was (and is) something special about the love | have for my daughter.
Amy recently got married. Her wedding day was an event | had dreamed about from the
UPOT wUI T whPEUWEOUOB w, OUT T UVUWEOWUT EUnw6 |l ukd@@OwE OwUI
to sleep and we think about how much we love her. We envision her future and all of the
special times ahead. There are so many good things at every stage of their life that we parents
desire for our children. We dream, and we hope, and we pray.
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Likewise, God, who brought humanity into existence and who loves us with a perfect
love, imagines our future, our potential + who we can become and what we can accomplish in
this life with him.

So, what has God revealed about why we are here? What did he have in mind when he
envisioned our lives and our purpose?

First, God created us for himself because he wanted us .

20 WEOOwWUT POT Uwi EYT wET 1 QwEbldsstaod 1A 0T UOUT T wi DO
28 O0OUWEUI whpOUUT a0wdUU w+ O bdban&nd goer & Yoo eredtéuallthings, DY T wil O
EQEWEAwWalUUuwkPDPOOwWUIT 1 & wk i(Révelatbris B:F1PJ 1 EWEOE wi EY1

We were not only created by God, we were created for & O E 6
not the centre. God does not exist for the s®1 wOil WOE 06 w
We exist for God.

Although there is nothing in this universe that God needs (as he existed before the
UOBYI UUI WwET T EOAOWI 1 wPpDOOI Ewl UOEOPUawbOUOwWI RPUUI OF
wanted us to existt and he wanted youto exist.

(OQwi EVUWETI 1 OWUEPEWUT EDwx1T Ul ExUwOOT wUl EUOOwW& OE WE
T PUwx] OxO1 62 wep/ UEOOWhNKNOKAWG]T WEEOwWUI OEUT wOOwUT DU
children. God takes pleasure in loving us.

w" dw2dw+1 POPUWUE
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We are here to love God and to love others.
2+0Y1T wOT 1 w+OUEWaAaOUUWE&OEWPDPUT WEOOwa OU dand witkdll U wE OE wt
a O U U wU (Nark@®2:30)0eBus called thisthe? | PUUUWE OE wi Ul HEMbitheviap:B8P O OE OE O
?2 OEwUT jcamthanBn@AEP UwO D Ol wbUo ws + OY 1 ikt Udwar@ith®T T EOU wE
/ UOxT 1 UOUwWl EOCT wOOwUT (Matthew P3040 OOOEOEOI OUUG »

What is our purpose? When we hear this question, we might initially think of th e very
specific assignments we are given to fulfill during our lifetime ¢ such as parenting, our
profession, ministry, area of service, or a talent God has given us In Chapter Eight, more will be
covered on this. ! UUOQuw PT BOI w fpeeUwill @dthidlyzindludec @rgas in which we are
individual ly called to serve UT EUZ Uwx EUUwWOI wPUAOQwWUT I wxUDPOEUawUI E
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God is a relational Being, and so are we. We were created with the desire for relationship,
and with the capacity to love. We long to be loved and to express love. As Christian apologist
EEUw, UUUEawUEaAaUOw?61 wEUI wOEET wi OUwUI OEUPOOUT BxU
univeUUE OGS ww3 T EVWET UPUI wbOwUUwPhUwl RxOEDOI EWEawWOOO0DC
The primary purpose for our existence is to be in a loving relationship with God, our
Creator ¢ to love him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. This is his desire. It is what he
had in mind when he created us. This is also the context in which we best function, in which we
are our best self and find our greatest satisfaction.
The second purpose for our existence, which is actually connected to ourlove for God, is
to love others as we love ourselves If we love God as he desires, that love will overflow to
others. The two are connected. And, these two commandments are so foundational that all of
the other laws God has given us stem from these two. IOw, EUUT I pwl | 6 KYOw) I UUUw
+EPWEOEWUT T w/ UOxT 1T OUwWI EOT wOOwWUT T Ul wOUPOWEOOOEODEODI O
%OUUOw" OUPOUT PEOUwhYot hwUl OOUwUUOw?2¢Z6¢1T EUI YI Uw
love God and others the way we are instructed, all we think, say, and do would be emanating
from pure love, and this would glorify God.
So, we are here to love God and others in the way he instructs us. It is nd only his desire
that we love this way, these are commands.Commands Ul | O1 E0wOOUwWwNUUUOw&OEZz Uu
expectations.

OUR PROBLEM

61 WEOOZ UWEOPEAUWOOYI] W& OEWEOEWOUT I UUWEUwPI wUui O
We are commanded to love God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and to love
OUT T UUWEUwWPT wOOYI wOUUUI OYI UG w! U0OwI YI Owbiaubkl wOUa O
OT OUTTOUOwWwOOUPYI UOwPOUEUWEOGEWETI T EVUBwWw( wWEOOBZUBwWw8 OU
improvement. We can all love better than we do.
OOwoOi w&OEZUwWOEPUWEUI wudbOUI EwbOwWOOYI! dwdikl O YI U
called sin. Sin is often defined as missing the mark. & O E getect love and righteousness is his
UT 1 wi O6VUawoOi waOEBS 2 w
Because sin is so prevalent in our world and because of our sinful nature (our natural
inclination to sin), we have all become, to varying degrees, desensitized to sin. We might even
be nonchalant about sin, denying the harm it causes. But, God takes sin very seriously. He sees
it for what it is. It is the root cause of all that is bad and wrong in us, in all of our relationships,
and in our world. And, just like we hate cancer (knowing the damage and death it can cause),
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God is repelled by sin. Because God loves us and has our welbeing at heart, he hates sin with a
passion.

We are responsible for our sin because we have a free will.

God made his laws known to us, both in his written revelations to us, as well as through
UOT 1T wOOUE OwEntieh?uud G Qui (BIwPOPD OEUWEOE wWI 1 EUU0Uwom' 1 EUT PU W
with the gift of free will. Because we haveboth the knowledge of right and wrong, and we have
free will , we are responsible for our choices.
1T T U0UwOOPOwaOUwoOEPUELA wbOBE; UDOOEWNMUUUWEUI EUI wl
love perfectly?? But, think about that for a moment. Why would that not be possible?
Because love alwaysrequires freedom. Can you make someone love you? Of course not!
Love cannot be forced. It must be chosen. We might be able to force someone to comply
with law s and rules, but we cannot make them love us. Nor can we make a person to want
to do what is right and loving.
| remember a time when | was a child and | had done something that prompted my
mother to demand | apologize to my brother. In the most sarcastic, and least sincere way, |
told my brother Ow? ( z Ow2 . 1 ing mothar3epriméndad O1 o w? 2 EAa wbU0wODP Ol wadU
she said. She made me repeat those words several times until they had the sound of sincerity,
but my heart was far from sincere. Love is a heart decision that can only be made with a free
will.
One more note about free will: Free will can only exist if we are presented with at least
two options. A person cannot choosedo love if they are only presented with one option (the
option to love). To be able to choose love, we must also have the option tonot love. We have the
capacity to love only because God gave us a free will that allows us to chooset either to love or
to not love.

Uwx OPOUI EwOUUwWEaAwW) w6eEUODOT Uwe EOOEET Ow? %UI 1T wET T (
UOwOOYIl wow whbOUOEWDPOwWPT PET woOOY!I whbUwxOUUPEOI wbOL
i Ul 1 BXTRidsame principle applies to good and evil, and to righ t and wrong. Good is only
good if the option of evil exists. Right is only right if the option of wrong exists. Therefore, if we
want a world in which love, right, and goodness are possible, then the possibility of hate, wrong
and evil must exist. Otherwis e, without options and the ability to make choices, we would be
mere robots. By God giving us the gift of free will and options, we have the ability to choose
OOYIi 6w OEQWEUW" w283 w+1 PBDUWOOUI EOQw? %UI 1T whpD@OOwWUT OC
Ul EDWOEOI Uwx OUUPEO]I wEGawoOYiwbOU wl OOEOI UUwOUwWNOa wb
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Our choices have consequences.
261 WEUT wi Ul 1T wOOWET OOUI OWEUUwWPIT wE UUnkr®WnY wi Ul T wi UC

Good choices yield good consequences. Bad choices yield bad consequences. And, the
consequences of our choices (good or bad) not only impact our lives, but they can impact the
lives of others as well { just as we can be impacted by the choices others make.
By choosing well, we have the ability to not just enhance our own lives, but we can also
make a difference in the lives of others.
' U0OwbhT EVOWEEQUUOwWPT T Owbi WwEOOZ UWET OOUT wbi 00y w6l EL
First, sin is not just the breaking of a rule or a law. It is failure to acknowledge the truth
about God and mankind ¢ that God is our Creator, we are the created, and as such, hes worthy
Ol wOUUwWOOYI dwel whOUOEOzZ Uwl Y1 OQwi RPUOWPT wi T wi EEwOOU
to acknowledge that God alone is in the position to know what is truly in our best interest and
PTEOwWPUwWOOUGwWET 1 Owbkpd wsd®BOWDUw Q@0 T bBunds @UuwdiEeOG wik
So, sin is a betrayal of our relationship with God.
The main consequence of sin is that it separates us from God. We read this in Isaiah 59:2:
21 00wadluwbOp@gUDPUDI U wéuEGHd>ubadh siftddds BriotEennaedye betweed O
us and God. Continual sin so separates us from God that we can start losing sight of him. Our
hearts become more and more hardened to him, and to what is good and right.
Sin also causes destruction and death. Romans 6:23 tells usp %OUw 0T | wphPET 1T Uw oI
E 1 E UIlSih sabotages what could have been. When sin entered the world destruction leading
to death followed and created a world that is far from the world we could have had if we had
not chosen to sin. Sin damages us spiritual ly, emotionally, relationally and physically. We
often see direct connections between sin and someof the consequences resulting from sin.
For example, someone says something hurtful to a friend and it evokes an equally hurtful
response (damaging the relationship) ; someore drinks too much alcohol and does something
they regret or gets physically sick afterward; a person does something they know to be
wrong and they feel shame, guilt, and are robbed of peace.
(Ow&OEzUwlOl UEAWEQEwWT UEET OQwi |l wbUwxEUDPI O0wpPUT wU
turn to him. But, at some point our time is up. One day our body will die and our soul and
spirit will depart. Our time to choose differently has passed.
311 OOWEUW&OEZUwWExxOPOUI EwUDPOI OwUT T Ul wbDOOWET wE
El i OUIl wi PO w? %OV wl | wi EVwU]l DwE wEEGWPE B 10urTw gu FERIQQWN
Author Max Lucado makes this observation:
Judgment Day is an unpopular term. We dislike the image of a great hour of
reckoning. Which is ironic. We disdain judgment but we value justice, yet the
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second is impossible without the firsU8 w. Ol WEEOz Uwl EYI wNUUUPEI wbbHU
%OUwUT E Uwelhiug allGipeauliefore the judgment seat of Christ, so that

each of us may receive what is due us for the things we have done while in the

body, whether good oU w E EZC®rinthians 5:10)4

. OUwl EVU0T Cawopil wpPOOWET wNUET T EwET EPOUUW&OEZ Uw>
What is the final consequence of sin? A place of eternal separation from God. This place is
EEOOI Ewi 1l O06w6l EQwDUwDUwWwODOI v w 6 |taphdr® iztHe BRIO OP w1 B E
depicting it as a place where one exists with the full effects of separation from God ¢ a place
void of all that is good and right and just and loving. If, while in the body, a person chooses
separation from God, that separation from him becomes permanent.
But, the good news is that this does not have to be our fate. God, in his love and mercy,
made away for us.

THE WAY
?2) 1 UUU wE &ixtreiwy and theuruth and the life.(dohn 14:&)

God provided the way for us to be forgiven of our sins, to be reconciled to him, to walk
with him now, and to be with him eternally.
Two thousand years ago God sent Jesus to earth to live among us. He taught us many
truths, he showed us what a sinlesslife looks like, and he served the needs of many. But, his
primary purpose for coming was to offer himself as a sacrifice to atone for our sins. He was
crucified and died t to pay the penalty for our sins, creating the way for us to be reconciled to
God. He carried out this mission willingl y. Prior to his crucifixion, knowing it was soon to
EOOI Ow) 1 UUUWOEET wUOT PUWUUEUT O O0wUT i1 UUDPOT wOOwI U w
of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down and authority to takeit Ux wET EDPOwd 2> wap) O
10:18) Whatprompted him to sacrifice his life for us? Romansk 6 WWEOUPT UUwUT PUw@UI |

OPI 1T wi OUWOOT zUwWi UPT OEUB» wp) O Qwhik o hut A
Then, following his burial, on the third day, God raised Jesus back to life. He was seen by
many people after his resurrection. They not only witnessed his victory over death, but about 40
days later they also witnessed his ascension from the earth. Thesesvents are the foundation of
Uil w"TUPUUPEOwWI EPUT dw) 1 UUUzwUI UUUUI EUDAGatBed Ol DU OI
was who he claimed to be: God in human form.
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Through his finished work on the cross as payment for our sins, and through his
resurrection which brought victory over sin and death, he made it possible for us to be forgiven,
to be reconciled to God, to walk with him here and now, and to be with him eternally.

God made all of this possible for us. But, how can this possibility become a reality for
someone? The following chapter will answer this question.

3OwUl i 01 EUwWwOOwWUT PUWET ExUI UOwWOIT Uz UwU UnankinE EE OwWE OF
and his willingness to reveal to us answers to the deepest questions that we longto understand:
What is our origin ? Who are we?What is our purpose? How can we live out our purpose? And,
what happens to us when we die? All of these questions were addressed in this chapter.
God, the Author of T ruth, the source of our existence did not leave us clueless. And, not
only did he satisfy the longing we have to know the answers to these questions, he stepped
down from Heaven to provide the means for us to live the life for which we were created.
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A HEART FOR GOD







A HEART FOR GOD

?2 OEwOEawaOdUUwi il EUUU arb bunGoth @kirgs@EBO ODPUUTI EwUOwU

My daughter and son-in-law recently celebrated their first anniversary. | love the saying
OOwEwWEI EOUEUDYI wUDT Owl0T 1 awl EYI wEPUxOEal EwbOwUT 1 D
I TEUQwi OUwlawpki 6001 woObPi 1 8~ w

What does it mean to give someone your heart?In the context of marriage, when a deep
and mutual love is present between a man and a woman, it is natural for them to want to
EOOOPUWUT I PUwl T EU0UWOOwWI EET wOUT 1 UWEOEWDOWE wWxIT UOE!
EOOOPUOI OUwOI EOQUwWUT T azUl w?EOOwWDHOn»

&PDYDPOT woOdl zUwi 1l EUOwWwPUwWOOUWNUUUWET UPI 1 Owxi Ox Ol u
his love for us throughout the Scriptures. He even gave the ultimate expression of his love
when he sacrificed his life for us, making it possible for us to enter into a relationship with
him.

If you have not already given your heart to God, in the next chapter you will see how this
relationship can become a reality for you. And, in the final chapter, we will explore what it
means to walk with God.
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YOUARE INVITED

The Gospel Message
Through his finished work on the cross as paymentdor sins, and through his resurrection which
brought victory over sin and death, Jesus (God in human fiorawle it possible for yda be forgiven of
your sins and fresfrom the power of sin, to be reconciled to God, to walk with him here and now, and to
be with him eternally.

61 EQwOUU0waOUWEOWUOWEEET xUw&OEzUwl UEEPOUUwWDPOYD

Believe
2%O0UWE&OEWUOWOOYT EwOT 1 whOUOE wUI E kelievebnthimishal nati DU wO O
x1 UPUT wEUO wi (Bohni3uwd) U1 UOEOwWODI 1 82

This well known Bible verse has been called the gospel in one sentence. To understand the
full meaning of thi s verse it is necessary to know whatthe word believemeans in this passage.

Accordingto 2 OU O OT z U w!the Giedk wérdudds in this verse for believe is pisteuo
Its root word , pistis, includes the English definition of believe that we are famili ar with: to
accept as true. However, this root word has a broader meaning than the English definition.
Other meanings given include: faith, trust, confidence, and faithfulness.

When you believe in Jesusyou accept as true who he is, andthat you can bereconciled to
God through him ¢ the gospel message.You also have (and express)faith, confidence and trust

in him.

Repent

? & OE Oa wingstepettdncd) T EUwOI E E Y2uChlnthidrs 0208 UD 002

You confess to God that you are a sinner (that YO Uwi EOOwUT QU0 wOi w&OEz UwUC
love). You repent by being sorry for your sins and wanting to change directions ¢ to turn from
your sins and to Jesus who forgives you, saves you, and shows you the way to true life.
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Profess
2 (1 deml@d @D UT wa OUUwOOUUT Oelievgnlyduihebu Hal Goe €aidddl Oi frotnGhE w
dead, you will be saveldor it is with your heart you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth
that youprofesst OUU wi EP UT wRdnBns FOUIIQUUE Y1 E 6 2

61 EUWEUIl wadbUlwUOw xUOI T UUY w 8 O hUsayihgEthid) Tyau @re EQw ?) 1
acknowledging that it is your desire to yield to him, even when his ways conflict with what you
would normally think/say/do. You understand that he, your Creator, know s what is bestt what
is good and right and just. And, you are committing to following him even when it is not easy.
To whom will you profess this? You will want to let people know about your decision.
You will want to acknowledge to others that Jesus is your Lord. But, your first profession will
be to him in prayer.

11 UxOOEDOT uitddion& OE 7z Uwb
20wl PYT wOl wadUUwi I EUCDWE OE (Povetbs23:06P) Uwi al UwET OD
Are you ready and willing to give God your whole heart for your whole [ife

If this is what you want

If you believe the gospel message, if you want to be reconciled to God, to turn from your
UPOUWEOE Wi 60006Pw) l UUUwWwEUwaOUUw+OUEOQwWUIT T Owoil Owi o
Prayer is simply talking to him as you would talk to a close friend. You ¢ an pray in your own
words, or if you prefer, you can pray the prayer below. You just need a sincere heart.

Dear God,
| believe that Jesus died to pay the penalty for my sins, angahatised him back to life.
(zOwUOUUa wi 6U wOo aning &véyUranuiyGiswfdzutinggie w U U U
| want Jesus to be the Lord of my life for the rest of my life.
Thank you for loving md.look forward to my new life with you.
(Ow) 1 UUUZzZ wOEOT w( wxUEa$®d
Amen.
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If you just prayed to receive Jesus as your Lord, congratulations! The night | gave my
ITEUUOwUOwW) I UUUOwWwUDT I OwEI Ul UPEUEwW( wi EEWUOO0I waUI Ul
included some information for you in the Appendix, on page 139.

If this is not what you want , or you are undecided

There are two main reasonsx | Ox Ol wU0axbPEEOOCa wi PYIT wi OUwPkT awlil ]
or delay making a decision, other than simply a matter of the will:

Some pemle have unresolved questions. Although there will always be some
unanswered questions in every worldview (as noted in Chapter One), we have been given
evidence and tools that allow us to reach reasonable conclusions. We have curiosity, instincts,
senses, an ability to explore options, to think, comprehend and reason. So, while you may nat
find an answer to every question you have, there is often a very reasonable answer to many
common questions people have about God, the Bible and Jesus when they sincerely seek
answers. So, f you are open to Christianity, but there is a question or questions that stand in
your way, | have recommended resources on my website (heartforgod.org) that | hope you will
find helpful. You may also know someone who might be able to answer your questions or assist
you in researching the answers.

In other cases,Ewx1 UUOOz Uwi |l UDUEOEaAawWDOWEI EOODPOT WEwWI 600«
U1 awEOOZUWETI OP1 YT wUOT EVwWwUT T wEOCEDPOUWOI w" T UPUUDEOD
rooted in emotion. This is common when a person is angry with God about something they
perceive to be his fault. Another emotion-based response is when someone has had a hurtful
experience in a church or with someone who claims to be a Christian. If this might be your
situation, ask yourself if what you experienced truly represents, or misr epresents, what Jesus
UEUT T UGbw OEWEOOUPEI UwbPT EVwPI woOl EUOI EwPOw" T ExUI Uw.
Ul EQ0wPUwOPUUI xUI Ul OUI EwOUwWwODPUEXxxOPI EWEOI UwOOUWEI
Before you decline Christianity, make sure you understand it and are not judging Christianity
based on amisperception or a misrepresentation of it.

Whatever your resistance or hesitancy is toward following Christ, | encourage you to take
the time to actively examine what you believe and, most important ly, why you believe what you
believe. What is the basis on which you arrive at your answers? The first question to explore is
What is the origin of the univergew w3 T EQwPU wUT T w? i PUUVWEEUI 2 w@UIl UUDOC
other questions to consider are: Who are we? What is the purpose air existence? Is this
information revealed to us through tBéle? Why has Jesus had the impact he has had in histéfy@
do you think he isAnd finally: If you think the evidence points to Jesus being leéholaimed to be, and
who others proclaimed him to be, will you follow him?
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If you once committed your life to Christ, but at some point you turned back

You genuinely made a commitment to follow Jesus at some point in your life (perhaps when
you were a child), but you have walked away from your faith. You were closer to him in the past
but now you cannot honestly say that in your heart, and in practice, he is the Lord of your life.

God invites you to repent and return to him. As in the parable of the Prodigal Son, your
Heavenly Father loves you and eagelly awaits your return. There will be no condemnation
when you come home ¢ only a celebration.

3TT w xOUUOI w/ EUOzUwxUEATl Uwi OUwi 6060606pPI UL
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being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faihd | pray that you, being rooted and
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and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knbihatigeu may be
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WALKING WITH GOD
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When we receive Jesus as our Lord, we are welcomed into& OEz Uwi EOPOadw?81 C
who did receive [Jesus], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
ETPOEUI OwoOil w&OE2 wp) OT Owhohl AGw Uwbl wWwOUEYT OwUT DU
distant, but with a God who loves us ¢ a God we can all Father

. OwlOUlUwWOPIi 1 zUwNOUUOT a Ow& OE wBdpmotrdedwhat Wenedd.Y 1 Ua wU U
He directs our steps. And, he gives us joy for the journey and forevermore.

GOD GIVES US PROVISIONS

? OEwOaw&OEwWPDOO WU UKEKBDGWE &Y TUw ud®i il 8 wudl su IOI0Wwaud wi
(Philippians 4:19 ESV)
?' DUWEDYDOI wxOpbpl Uwl EVwWI YT OwUUwI YT UaUl DOT wpi wol 1 1
EEOOI EwUUWEaAwWl PUw@PEaul:3pOU A wEDSE Wl OOEODI UU
God blesses his children with many provisions for our journey. But, before we take a
look at some of the gifts he has given us, remember that nothing we receive is more precious

than Christ, himself. No greater gift was ever given. Although God takes joy in giving us
many gifts, Christ is and always will be our greatest gift of all.

God gives us anew life in Christ .

? O wloever is united with the Lord is one with him in s@irit weop( w" OUPOUT PEOU wt o't
237 1T UIT OUI Owbi wEidarewdreativil T2 Oldifas pagsedGway; behold the new
I E U wE(@ Odridttians 5:17 ESV)

When we receive Christ, our new life begins!
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God gives us the Holy Spirit to live in us.

228 ¢ OUUWEOGEaAawWPUwWUT T wUl OxOl woOi wili 1 w 60aw2xbUDPUO
&OES>wp( w" OUDPOUTI PEOUWt ouNAw wUIl OxOl wPhUwEwWxOEEIT w
where people honor God. When you become a believer in Christ, your body becomes a temple
POwPT PET wOT 1 w' 00aw2xbUPUwODPYI UOWEUDPOT POT w&OEZz Uw x|
POUPEI dw UwkPl wUI T OwOOwoObY!T woOUU w& OBy Ipit BélpE usOx UD YT w
pray (Romans 8261 A AOwWUOE]I UUUEQCEwW&OEzZUw6 OUEW®m) OT OwhiKo |l t A
and righteousness (John 16:7WNAOQWEOE wx UOEUVUET UwUT 1T w?2 T UUPUOwOi wlOi 1
23).

God gives us a new heart.

We read in Ezekiel 3 o1 t Ow? ( wPPDOOwWl PYI waOUwWEwWO!I pbwi 1 EVUCwWG
ITTEUOWOl wUuUuodl wEODE w1 By thisucariektuathealt bf Hedinoedné auten@dar UT 6 2 w
ITTEUOBW&OEWUOI Ul OUwOUUWI 1T EUDVUWEQE Wl POOUWUT T OQwpbUI
NUOwOUUwWI T EV00WUOT UOUT T wlT 1 w O0aw2xpUpPpUOwPT Owi EVWE"

God gives us his written Word .
280U0UwWPOUEWPUWE WOEOX wi @Pealr(1aaids) | UOWE woObT T U w

3T 1T w! PEOI wbUwOOT woOI w & dips Wsuol get itokidiv bind unfaBidepet) w U O w U C
way. We have the privilege of reading it, studying it, and as the Psalmist recommended, storing
it up in our hearts (Psalm 119:11).
If you are new to the Bible, where should you begin? As mentioned previously, since
) T U0 U whREER Wl W iwx Ul U1 (Helktewd DIDuEG EuwsIPDEOET w& OEZz Uw Ol P wE «
covenant that applies to us today, the New Testament is a great place to begin reading and
studying the Bible.
And, within the New Testament, many people recommend beginning w ith the books of John
and Romans.
"TUUETT UwOi Ul Owi OOEw! PEOIl wUUUVUEaAawT UOUxUBwws$YI U
Word in this setting, and it is especially helpful to those new to the Bible. If you happened to
skip over Chapter Three of this book, it would be helpful to go back and read it t to learn about
the uniqueness and history of the Bible, but especially to see the importance of reading the Bible
in context so you will better understand what the authors were actually communicating.
(Without cont ext, misinterpretations will happen.) It also helps to have a pastor, or someone
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else who has studied the Bible for a long time, to go to when questions arise about what you are
reading.

&OEzUw6 OUEwWPPOOwWUIT YT EOwOEOA wUUUteahsitd dveiid UOWE O E |
"TUPUUBw) I UDUVDUWUEPEOW? (wl EYTI WwEOOTI wUTl E0wUT T awOEawl
37T 1T w! PEOIl whbUwOUUwWT UPET wUOOwWUT T w?2i UOGO0>» woOBi T OwlOwU
brings. When God, through his commands and instructions, tells us what to avoid and what
to do, in essence, he is describing in detail what loving well looks like. All of his instructions
are designed to help us love better, in some way and to some degreet to love him better, to
love others better and to love ourselves better. And, loving well will give us the most
satisfying, enjoyable, peacefilled lives. His instructions are for our good, individually and
collectively.

God gives us prayer ¢+ a means to communicate with h im.

We communicate with God through prayer. Prayer is simply sharing with him from our
hearts ¢ in words that come naturally to us. Sometimes written prayers can also reflect what is
on our hearts. The important thing is that when we talk to God the words we speak mirror what
we are thinking and feeling. What do we share with him? Through prayer :

We express acknowledgment of who God is.

2 UwOT T wi 1T EYI OUWEUT wi T T 1T UwUT EQwUT T wl EVUUT OwUOWEUI
aOUUwUT (Baibh 55t9)0 6 -
? 6 O Ud&id yau, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and
EawalbUUwbbPOOwWUT I a wiRévBalidhi4:EWESW) E wb1l Ul wEUI EUI E
611 OwbPl WEEEUI UUW&OEWEUW? %EUT T U? wOUwW?+OUE? whi wE!
to us. We can also reflect on his attributes (such as his sovereignty, his love, his goodness), and

the many other attributes of God that we come to know as we walk with him.

We express our gratitude to God.

? 6 w( Uwhddadd us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of hisEatsiunés gates with
thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his Ramghe lorp is good
and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continugg © UT T wE O O @baimAoouBU D OO U B » w
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gifts, and blessings, and anything else for which we are grateful.
We also thank him for the good that has come, or that we trust will come, through

61 wRUwUI E O2 loyechnfeésingolrEedlings and failures.

?Trust in him at all times, yox I Ox Ol Qwx OUUwOU O wa Ol U wi 1 PsathB2a) Owi OO
(1T whl WEOGSI T UUWOULUWUPOUOWT 1T wPbUwi EPUT T UOWEBEwWNUU
UOUDPT T U1 (@bhaf9) UU B »

One thing that is clear in the Scriptures is thEUw & OEz UWET POEUI OQwOx1 00a
deepest feelings when they prayed to him. They expressed their true emotions, which were no
surprise to God. After all, he is all-knowing. He knows what we are feeling and thinking,
even before we open up to him. It is just beneficial to us and our relationship with God that
we acknowledge the truth. We can trust him with our deepe st feelings, whatever they are.

God is the author of truth. He loves honesty!

And, we confess to God where we have failed, where we have sinned. We
EEOOOPOI ET 1T whi EUI YI UwPUwBbUwbl WEPEOWOUWEPEOZUWEO
righteousness. Weregret that we chose poorly and we confess that to God. (More about this
on page 126.)

We ask God for guidance.

21 00wkT T Quwi 1 O yddrhes, lue2will Quudd Ybwittd aellui@dhr 16:13)
?2' DUWEDYDOI wxOPbl Uwi EVwI BYT OQwlUUwI YT UaU0l pOT whpil wbdl 1 E
| EUWEEOOI EwUUWE a wi pPrRe@mIBwi OOUa wEDOE wl OOEC

. OwoOUlUwWOPIi T zUwWwNOGUUOT awbkPl wpDOOwi EYT wOEOawEIl EPUH
&OEzUwxI Ul 1T EOwPDOOWI OU wOkhtwil®®dinpl®tm mdké BTl BEVUwwW& OE wl
Word already offers the guidance we need, as the Bible addresses manylife topics. But, there
EUI wOUT T UwET EPUDOOUWPLT wi EYI wOOWOEOI wbOwoObi 1 wbOwpli
such as which school to attend, what career path to pursue, who we should date/marry,

PT 1T UTT UwOUwWOOUWUOWEEEIT x Wheteltol live Ned.BMa will watitoladgk iGodO wOi 1 1 U
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i OUwl PUwWT UPEEOEIT 8 w EEbDUPD O Hradeiaicpap impo@antlgliestionRd | w& OE 7
EUOwOUUUI OYI UwBbUwPkPT 1T UTT UwOUwWwOOUwWPI WEUI WEOUI EEawOF
Word that we doknow. The more we are living in Christ, the better clarity we will have about

We share with God our hopes and desires.

20wx Ul Ul OUwa OU (Pailippiadd#ie) UU wUOw& OE 2

We let God know what we hope for, what we desire, knowing without a doubt that God
is capable of doing anything we ask, as he is the One who created this universe and he is
certainly capable of doing, and orchestrating, anything he chooses. At the same time, more than
wanting what we are asking for, when OUUwT | EUUzZ UwWET UPUI whUwi OUwUT T wi
TUI EOT UOwl OOCEwi UOOW&OEZUWUUEQExOPOUWEUWI 1 wodOPUwWO
necessary that wenot get what we are asking for in order to accomplish the greatest good, we
willingly yield to his perfect will. Jesus modeled this for us in the Garden of Gethsemane, before
T wWPEUWEUUEDI Pl EGw' Il wxUEal EwUOwWUT T wwEUT 420w ? OO0
acknowledging that his desire (the desire of his human nature, given to him when he came to
earth) did not want to go through the pain and agony of the crucifixion, yet, he yielded to the
divine will he shares with the Father ¢ to be crucified so that we could be redeemed.

How does God communicate with us?

We communicate to God through prayer. So, how does God communicate to us in
response to our prayers? Sometimes he responds to us while we are praying, through a vey
clear and distinct thought. He will put a Sripture or a message in our mind. Isaiah 30:21
El UEUPEI UwbPUwUT PUwpbEaow? OEwadUUwl EVU0DwWUTI EOOwT 1 EU
PEOOwWPOwWDPUOzZ wd>» wp3l PUwDPDUWOOUWEAOWEUEDPEOI wYOPEIT QweE
gentOl wbkpl PUx1 U682 Aw. Uwxl Ul ExUwWEWEOWEQR @I Uk D0 Twe DD (ud
to something we ask him. God can also respond to us at some point after we pray. His response
may come while we are reading the Scriptures. A verse will give us th e answer we are seeking.
He can answer us through the written or spoken words of other believers, through events and
circumstances, and even possibly through a dream or vision. However, | should repeat what
was mentioned in a previous chapter: the Bibleis OUUwx UPOEUaAWEOEwWUOI GUEOI Ew
revelation to us, so nothing that we think God is communicating to us would ever conflict with
Ul w2EUDxUUUI UBw. Ol woOil wUOI T wETl Ol I POUWOI wUUUEabDOT u
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something we think God is communicating to us, is or is not in alignment with what is revealed
in the Bible.

And, God may not always give us the answer to our prayers in the timeframe we would
like. This is when we can exercise patience and trust that, if we are walking in Christ, he will
respond to our prayers in his timing.

God gives us afamily .
221 1 wbT EQwl Ul ECwOOYIT wlOT 1T w»EOT T Uwl EVUwO BAENatisT EwdOwl
PT EUwb {1 uoBriBtl)), > w
2 OUWEUT woOl OEI1 U Wapk2éiank21 6 KLT)wi EOPOa b »

When God became our Father, we also inherited brothers and sisters. We are part of the
family of God. We will come together as a family for worship (which also includes the two
ordinances established by Jesus: baptism and communion); for teaching and spirtual growth;
for fellowship; and to serve together. (More on spiritual growth and serving later in this
chapter.)

Worship
? U E U b Edrutie Glowy(Hlel hisirame; worship therb D Ow 0T 1T wUx O1 O HRsamud2)wi DU wi €
231 1 Owb Are atar(ofuGoddGoddmy joy and my delight(Psalm 43:4)
2" 001 OwlOl DWwUUWEOPWEOPOwD Gru®OU Wl BPedusBB)0 wuwUUwo Ol 1
26 00UT Bro@®UT wk OEEOI UUOWE OOT wEPsad ob:)i POwbPUT wN
One definition of the word worshipis ? EEOUBDOT wUI YI Ui VoEshipuisstuUl T EUE
and foremost a belief and attitude. We can worship God any time, with or without other
people, and no matter where we are. But, church allows us to come together with our fait h
i EOPOCawi OUWEOUXxOUEUTI whpOUUI DBxOwbkbi T Ul uPOWEEEDPUDOOW
participate in outward expressions of what is felt inwardly ¢ such as bowing in prayer,
kneeling and singing. When lived out as God intended, worship will not just be religious

activities we include in our schedules but rather what flows naturally through our lives in
Christ.
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Fellowship

2%O0U0wPT 1T Ul wOPOwWOUwWUT Ul T wl E UiNatthevp1®:20Da wOE O1 OQwU T
23T 1T aAawEl YOUD&WUT wieadiing & tdeliogyship, to the breaking of bread and to
x U E a(Acts @:42)
23T 1T UIT OUI OWEUwPT wl EYT wOxxOUO0UOPUAOWOT UwUUWEOBWT O
i EOPOAa wOi(Gaatar@B:10y 1 UU S »

One article has this to say aout fellowship:

The Christian life is designed to be enjoyed with others. Jesus invested much of

His ministry with 12 disciples as His closest friends. He likewise calls us to live in
EOOOUOPUaAwWwPPUT woOO!l wEOOUT T UBww3T 1O VizwlEOT O
verses that refer to loving one another, serving one another, encouraging one

another, and praying for one another. Each of these commands requires

relationships with other Christians. 2

Churches often provide opportunities for me aningful fellow ship. It is usually in the

smaller group settings where we can really get to know each other, grow closer to our brothers
and sisters in Christ, and care for each other when personal needs arise.

GOD DIRECTS OUR STEPS

?2%0000pb w& OE z Uwls Berly lov@d abildren ahdinialk idtbel wayuotlove, just as Christ
lovedus and gave himself up foru@gphesians 5: 12a)
UwbPl wWwOUEYTI OwOOwoOUUwWOPi 1 zUwNOUUOI aOwbkl wEUTI wUOO
guide. ?He guides me along the right x EUT Uwi OUwl PUwWOEOI zUWUEOI 82 wp/ U
what love was intendedtobe t+ x 1T Ul 1 EQwOOYI! dw) I UULGuwiig) GO WuwdhK®u A (OuuE
me? wep) O OAlong thie lwayshe helps us mature and grow in love.

Growing in m aturity

Inthe BDEOT OwOl pw" T UDUUPEOUWEUI wUOOI UPOI UwUI 11 0OUI
Ol PEOUOWEEEDP]I UOWEUEY!T wxUUI wUxPUPUUEOwWODPOOOwWUOwWUIT E
Peter 2:2) It was never intended that we would start our journey with the Lord a nd then stop.
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God wants to work within us to grow us into maturity for our completeness, and for the
benefit of others ¢ so he can love others through us. The work he does within us and through us
PUwUI T TUUI EwUOWEUwW?T OOEwpPOUOU20w?Pl WEUTI wi PUwbOU
POUOUOwPI PET w&OEwx Ul xEUI EwEI I OUI T E O &ddsdlb)EWau b T wUT C
are saved from the penalty and power of sin, and we are saved for good works. In this context,
2T OOEwPOUOU? wil EVWEWOUET wEUOEET UwlOl EOPOT wUT EQwbkIT EC
phrase. While helping with the community food pantry or teaching a Bible study class can
certainly be good works, the good works God wants to do within us and through us
encompasses our whole lifet all we are, all we do.
The good works God wants to do requires our cooperation, as we still have a free will
after we accept Christ. However, God is the source and the strength of these good works and
they are for the purpose of glorifyinghim. 2 26 € U1 YI Uwa OUWEOOWEOwWDUWEOOwWI O
Corinthians 10:31)
I should also note this about good works: A person does not earn their salvation by doing
good worksd w3 T EUwPUwOOUwT ObpwpkPl WEUI wUI EOOEPOI EwlUOwW&OE ¢
OT UOUT T wi EPUT 8w OEwWUT PUwDUwOOU wa Oéslans 0:8 BAVEWHD O1T Owb'
redemption is a gift from God, purchased by the finished work of Jesus on the cross as payment
i OUWOUUWUDOUOWEOGE wWUT | w6O60awlOl EOUwWUOWEwWUDT T 0wuUl OEU
EQEwPI WEEEI x UwbHUw? thbugrddoddiwarks Fare ddt the badis(fdy alvafiad,U
done in our hearts will find expression in our lives ,EQE w01 UOUT T wOUUwWODYIT Ud w? U\
face,so®1 z UwODi T wUI 1 O1 EOUwWOT 1T wi 1 EU0U82 wep/ UOYT UEUwIl Aodh

30UUDPOT wtuffd w? EEE wU

? Z) 1 dave Gighself for us to redeem us from lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own
x OUUT UUPOOwWPT OQWEUI @itus ZIOEVU wi OUwl OOEwWP OUO!

GOEzZUwOOY!I whbOwdOUUwWI T EUUUwPPOOWET EOTT wUUOwWwPDHOC
changed, it will begin to impact everything about us ¢ our thoughts, attitudes, words and
behavior. As we walk in Christ, he will begin to (in simplistic terms) decreaset T | W? EEEwUUOUI | 2
UUOWEOQEWDPOEUI EUIl wUT T w?T OOEwWUUOUI T 82 ww

For many years | taught seminars on getting organized. | covered several topics, but the
OUT EOPAEUDPOOEOwWUaAUUl OwUT EV0wxT OxOl whkpl Ul wOOUUwWDHOUI |
Ul DOw? 000 wi»@@OwlTEOwlT T awOOET wi ONOGal EOwUT 1 awOOb wk
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weighed them down. It was a barrier to the life they envisioned. They wanted to be free of their

EOQUUUI UOWEOGEwWOOPWUT T awkl Ul wUI EE a wl@éuneay MepdsaOUU? wE
came to understand that giving up the clutter would lead to wonderful benefits: their home

would be more aesthetically pleasing; they would feel more relaxed in it; it would be easier to

clean; and they would be more likely to invite company over. They realized that de-cluttering is a

process, and the more clutter they got rid of, the more of the benefits they would be able to enjoy.

20whPUwPUwbPUT wUOT T w?UOUI T »whbOwdOUUwWODYIT WehaEUwPI w
thoughts OWE UUDUUET UOwPOUEUWEOQEWEIT I E U uvikl réad i BebrEvgsU w6 OU E
1222 Ow?2 6 woOl OwlUUwWUT UOPwOI T wi YT UaUTl POT wOT ECwT BOET UUU
us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesis, the pioneer and
xT Ul T EUT UwOl wi EPUT woéo2w3T 1T w! PEOTI wUl OOUwUUwUT EVWE (
(Hebrews 11:25), it always leads to consequences. It weighs us down. It entangles us. It is a
barrier to what our lives can be and what God can do through our lives. Seeing sin for what it
is, we will want to throw it off as God has instructed us so we can enjoy the be nefits of de-
cluttered lives.

Before God changes a heart, it isto varying degrees desensitized (hardened) to sin. But
whenwe beE OO WEWET POEwWOI w&OEOQWET EEUUI woOil w&OEzUw2xpUDL
OUUwUT OUUEOGOPOT UBw3T1 Ul wbhDPOOWET wUOOT wlT OUT T UUOwWEL
feel right anymore. They conflict with our new God -given desire to love well (t o love God well,
to love others well, to love ourselves well).

So, once we are aware of our sin, will we then become sinless? Will we always do what is
good and right and just? Will we love perfectly all of the time? No. We still have the capacity to
sin, we still have a free will, and sometimes we will choose poorly. Regardless of how much we
grow, we will not be consistent 100% of the time. Even the Apostle Paul, who wrote much of the
-1 Pw3l UUEOI OUOWOEOI OUI EwOYI Uwi pUODHBOEBI T uDE®W QE
EQEwW? (WEOwWPT EVw( wE Owob O BhutbAW&EIQEIZ0WWEOD ¥ Eul | ODE DUwud w Buk |
x1 Uil 1 E0COCawkT PO whl wEUI wOOwWUT PUwl EVUUT Bw? (1 whpl WEOE!
OT T wOUUUT wbUwOOUwhbOwWUUBE 2 wep( w) OT Owhio WA w

DoeUwUT ECwOT EQwPT wUT OUOEwWT PYT wUx wET EEUUT whl wp0OO.
PUwOI EOQwbl WEEOWET wOOOET EOEOQUWEEOUUWUT T wUPOwWwhOwWOUU
2(0whbUwbl EUwPUwPUBwW3T EUzUwWwRUUUWT Ob w (eptiBgddd, oy w. | wE -
comfortable with any sininour lives. - Obp wUT EVw& OE z Uw2 x B Uuddensténd thé UwdD OwU
damage sin does, what it costs us, and especially what it cost ksus, we will never become
comfortable PP UT wOUUwUPOB wep( w/ $ Ul WubPOUKQUUBOODEWOUUOWR U

right and that uncomfortableness we feel is the Holy Spiritinus, EUWEwUPT OEOwOPT T Uw
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dashboard, warning us that something is not right. It is an indicator of something that needs to
be avoided or changed.
What about the temptations and inner -struggles we have? And what about our sin? Knowing
that these scenarios would be part of our experiences, our Fathe gave us the following provisions:
OEUUUI AOWEOSEwWUT 1T w2xpUPUO wWw? %OUwWUT T wi O UT wgl UPUI Uwbk
contrary to the flesh. They are DPOWE OOI OPEUwWPDUT wi EET wOUT 1 Uwd? wp&E
want to think/say/do one thing, but if PT wOOOP wUT EVwPT ECwPkI wbk EQandaDUWEOU
if we respond in Christ, Pl wbDOOwabl OEwUOwWOUUWREUT T UzU0wbP®OOBwWw O
000awpPpPOOwbPl Wi UOPWPOWOEUUUPUAOWOUUWET UPUI UwbkPbHOOL
desires. 6 | uare being transformed into his image with ever -increasing glory, which comes
f UOOwWUT T w+OUEOQwPT OwhbUwUT T w2 xbDUDUGS ghiequs is lk&edD OUT DEO
OOUOPOT wUUOOWUT POPOT wi YT UwEUDT T Ul Uth&ymoeveidgidw] wi UOOw
we will have less and lessinner struggle because we will start to want what God wants.
What about when we are tempted to sin? RegardingU1 Ox UEUDOOOwUT 1 w2EUDXxUU
God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are
Ul OxUl EOwl T wPPOOWEOUOwWxUOYPEI WwEWPEaAawWwOUUwWUOwWUT EVw:
one of the fruits of the Spirit is self-control. So, God gives us the ability to resist the temptation.
(T wbl wUTl Ux OOEwbhOw" I UP U Qrésistny theradnPt@lionE | OOUT w& OEz UwbPE a
61 EOWEEOUUWUDPOI Uwbl T Qwbl wEOWOOUWET OOUI wpkpl 00y w3
sin, we have an advocate with the Father+ ) I UUUw" T UPUUOwWUT T w1HT T Ul OUUw.
OUUUWEOOI 1 UUwOUUWUDOUOWEEOOOPOI ETT wOUUwWwPUOOT EOPOT
NUUUOWEOGEwWPDOOwWI OUT PYT wUOUwWwOUUWUPOUWESEwWxEvED awUUu
though we may experience regret (and consequences)ver our sins, we do not have to carry the
PI PTT UwOi wEOOEI OOEUDPOOS w&OEZUw6 OUEWUI O0OUwUUOw? 6 wU

possible), and to choose differently next time.

$ ONOa b Ol wiliitjop fordh® puriay

21 01 UUI EwWEUT wUOT OUIT wpT OQwi UOT 1 UwE OE yMaithewssy wi OU wUDI
? 61 wE OOUD O U HibyOwwilEt e Rnowl€dlde wfthi® will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every
way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge ob @odlossians 1:9)

2(WEOwWUIT T wYyDOl OwaOUwWEUT wUOT 1 wEUEOGET 1 UBw( il wadlwuUI
(John 15:5)
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there will be growth spurts. Other times growth will be slow. And, sometimes we may go
three steps forward, two steps back. But, remember God is our loving Father and he is
patient with us.

What is the fruit UT T w? T OOEwUUUI | 2 AwUT EQwbpbDPOOwWHOEUI EUI w
Below is a partial list | U OO w & O E zotnis @ifisUdcus. Galatians 5:2223 calls these gifts
that result from life in Christ,the 2 T UUP U wOr wU UwadYudl E GineYdublitw OP U U Ou
with these gifts that God wants for you ¢ that are increasingly yours as you mature in Christ.

Love
Joyfulness
Peacefulness
Patience
Kindness
Goodness
Faithfulness
Gentleness
Self-Control

Growing in | ove

2+0Y1 wUT 1 w+ OUEwWaOUUWE&OEwWPPUT WwEOOwWaOUJwi 1 EVODwWEOD
ECEwPDUT wE OqMarkdp2owUu0oui 61 01 62

20s+0Y1I waOUlUwOI bfMark (PtBL)E Uwa OUUUIT Oi

We often think of love as an emotion, but although we can (and usually do) experience
emotions with love, genuine love begins with a decision. Love is a choice. This is good because
sometimes we may not feel like loving, but we can still choose to love. As Pastor Andy Stanley
points out in one of his messages?P i 1 OQw) I UUUwUOl OOUwUUwOOwoOOY!l wODI wE
used as a verb. It is not just a feeling of love, it is what we do, how we behave, how we
respond.
When we are walking with God, when we are living in Christ, we will increasingly grow
in maturity, and in our love. More than an emotional feeling, the love in our hearts will be
expressed within us and through us.
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Loving God well

our soul, all our mind and all our strength. This means to love God with our whole being, for us
to give him first place in our lives.

We can express our love to Hm in worship, and through prayer (which we covered
earlier).

We can love God by wanting to (and making the effort to) get to know him better. Just
like when we are interested in having a relationship with a person, we will make time for them,
we will ta ke an interest in them, and we are intentional about getting to know them. The main
ways we get to know God are through prayer and studying his Word.

We express love to God by letting him lead us, by doing his will because we want to
x Ol EUTl wi PO w UwUI 1T w/ UEOCOPUUwWPUOUI Ow? ( wEl UPUT wUOwWE

And, we exhibit the love we have for God by loving others. As mentioned previously, the
two are connected. So, n the remainder of this section we will look at what it means to love others
well.

Loving otherd as we love ourselves

We are commanded to love others as we love ourselves. This is not a command to love
ourselves. Instead,the command is to love others ¢ and the measure with which we are to love
others is aswe love ourselves. So, if that is the measure for loving others, then what does loving
ourselvesmeans in this context? How should we view ourselves? How should we feel about
ourselves?

God is the Author of truth. He w ants us to have a correctview of ourselves ¢ to not
think more highly of ourselves than we should and to not think more lowly of ourselves than
Pl wUT Omb@d thinkf yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself
with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of
a O U@®omans 12:3) To think soberly about ourselves is to base what we think of ourselves
and how we feel about ourselveUw OO w & O E 7 U wéd WeleUcfeated Uhihis Unage, and
although in exercising our free will we have fa llen short of his perfect standards, we have
intrinsic worth, and we are loved by him.

If we think more highly of ourselves than we should, we become pre -occupied with
ourselves. If we think lowly of ourselves, we can also become pre-occupied with ourselv es, but
in a different way ¢ trying to measure up, trying to re -gain the God-given worth we do not
acknowledge we have. But, when we have acorrect view of ourselves, seeing ourselves as God
sees us,we will feel complete and whole. We are not pre -occupied with ourselves and thereby
freer to love others.
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When we accept Christ, we begin to grow in our acceptance of God's truths, including
truths about ourselves. We will begin to grow in loving oursel ves as God meant for us to love
ourselves ¢ not in a way that our culture encourages us to love ourselves, but in a way that looks
more like self-acceptance andself-respect, and acknowledgement of who God says we are. We
will also accept others in spite of their shortcomings in the sameway God has accepted us with
our shortcomings; we will respect others + we will love others as we love ourselves.

Loving others in our day -to-day lives

We all have opportunities in our day -to-EEa wOD Y1 U wU Olave B pddpledtUrank OE z Uw
tuning in (and responding) to the needs of our family members, of friends, and of neighbors; to
being helpful at work or school; to sending someone a note of encouragement; to inviting
someone over for dinner who would enjoy the compa ny; to kindn esses extended to strangers
we encounter in the course of our day.
Loving others well is simply about responding to people in little ways and big ways that

be treated, loving others as we love ourselves.

Loving others in tough situations

i Ol OOWEOwWI RxUI UUPOOwWOI wiob¥a wEEUUPODQIPOWO L®
choice. But, in certain situations, loving others may not be so simple. For example:

When parents have set reasonable boundaries for their child, yet the child disregards the
UUOT UOwWUT T wxEUI OUUZ wOOUUwOOYDPOT wuUI UxOOUI wphDOOWET w
parents to set and enforce rules because doing s&E O1 UOz Owl YOOI w&d £ VwhRPEODHOT w
usually accompanies expressions of love, but it is in the best interest of their child. In fact,
i EPOUUI wUOOWEDPUEDXxODOI wOOI ZUWET POEwWPUWET UUDPOI OUEOuU
expression of the love they have for their child even though it is not easy. Appropriate
discipline helps children to live peacefully with themselves and in the world, and helps them to
EITEYI wbOwPEaUwUT EVUWET O1 I POwUOT 1 OUI OY 1 UdisépnglwOUT 1 UU
x UOEUET UwEwWI EUYT U0 wOl wuPT T Ul OUUOTI UUWEOGEwWx1 EET wi OU
One more example of loving others in a tough situation:
How does a person respond in love to someone who has become their enemy? There is
quite a range here of what could constitute an enemy. On one end of the spectrum, it may
simply be someone with whom they have had a disagreement. On the other end of the
spectrum, it could be as serious as someone who has done phygal harm to them. (I see this
regularly in my work in domestic violence.)
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Regardless of the degree of the offense, Jesus tells us to love our enemies, to pray for
them, and to forgive themd ww' 1 WEOI UOz UwNUUUOwWUUT T 1T U0 wUihdrsUT wOT BC
includes loving our enemies this way. But, what does it mean to forgive?

Forgiveness means releasing any desire to retaliate and letting go of bitternesslit does not
mean minimizing or condoning the injustice that has been done, nor must it always include
reconciliation. Although, in many situations, reconciliation can be good and desirable, it is not
required for forgiveness, and especially in cases where reconciling would not be safe. As Pastor
1PEOQW6EUUI OWUEPEOwW?) UUU WA IGES Ui Quday@®ui WA atukEG) By QouEXd
to allow injustice. 24 In those circumstances, we can still love our enemies by forgiving them and
praying for them . And, it should be noted that although a person may have a desire to forgive and
make a decision to forgive soon after an offense, genuine forgiveness is a process that often takes
time ¢ generally, the more serious the offense the more time it can take, but it is worth the pursuit.
There is no place Pbr unforgiveness (bitterness and retaliation, or the desire to retaliate) in the
I TEUOUWOl wOT OUT whpT OQwUIT 1 OwOOwi 66000Pw" T UPUUB w& OEwWPE

Loving others through service and ministry

) 1 U tidinotZome to be servéult to served » (Matthew 20:28)

Some may have gifts and talents that can be shared with others. A friend of mine
volunteers at a hospital, playing her flute in the lobby. Those who have been given the gift of
singing can bring glory to God by touching and inspiring others with their beautiful voice and
uplifting lyrics. Someone who has leadership qualities can serve in that capacity. There are
many different gifts and talents that can be shared for the benefit of others.
We may have a career that diredd 04 wOPOPUUT UUwUOwxT O6xO1l zUwdI 1 EUS
medical field or at a non-profit organization that provides direct assistance to people. Even
when our profession does not directly minister to people, our place of employment is still a
place of mMnDPUUUa WEUwP] WEEOQwI BRxUl UUwW&OEZUwWOOYI wUOwUT OUI
encounter through the course of our work.
God can also (and often does) call us to help in an area of service or ministry that holds
some significance to us personally. Life experiences equip us in a way that allows us to connect
at a deeper level with others who share that same experience. For instance, someone who has
gone through cancer may volunteer at a hospital helping cancer patients. Someone who
overcame poverty might be able to teach those who are struggling financially how to budget
and how to gain financial independence.
There are many churches and organizations that provide opportunities to serve and

minister to others with the time, energy and resources God has given us. We can ask God to
help us identify a place for us to serve that fits with our specific gifts, talents or areas of interest.
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Until we are clear on what area of service is the right fit for us, we can let the needs around us
determine where we serve. Even when we are serving in the area of our calling, we can still be
sensitive to the needs around us and help when we can.

Loving others by sharing the Good News

?2%0U0w( WEOWOOUWEUT EOI EwOl wOT 1T wl OUx]1 OOwWET EEVUUI wbUwb
El ODPIl {Rorhansila)
2+1 0wlO0T 1T wUl ET1 Ol EwOIi (@aimiaz2)OUE w0l OOwUi 1 DU
?l consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim iditish the race and complete the task the
Lord Jesus has giventh&J T T wOEUOQwWOI wOl UUDPI abOT uAc aoeh)l wi OOE wb

3TTUIl wbUwUOOI UT POT w( z Yl wEOb E selUwhéndver somddn& Ow Oa w
compliments me on a dress or outfitiz Owb 1 E U PaddhiOtattaireally good sale price, | love
letting them know what | p aid for it and where they can buy it. My mom would scold me and
U1 OOwo! wUl E0w( wUT OUOEOZzZ UWEOOOUOET wbUB w! U0OwW( wodl b
wanted others to be able to have the same joy. How could | not share it with them?

There are so many in our world who need to hear the gospel. And, those of us who are in
Christ have the opportunity to tell them that what God has done in our lives he can do for them.
61 WEOOz Uwl EYIT wheaobdNBWSWEH@OWIPE ZIUL wx1 Ul T EU8dwmp6l wbb O
have to wait till we have all of the answers. (We will never have all the answers.) We just need a
willing heart that cares about others and wants them to come to know the Lord. Let us speak up
EQOEwUT EUI wUOTT wOUI EV0OUT whkl wi EYT wi OU O EHe moubténs EOUOE w
EUT wOT T wi 11 Owdi wlOi OUT whT OWEUDOT wi OOEwWO! PUwoé wbi Owx

Loving others well ¢ having the mindset of Christ

2+0Y1 wbUuwx E UBHdoés tdd en®y (it desurdttboaét it @ Bdi prdudoes not dishonor
others, it is not seléeeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wiomgss does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the trutht always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perselveves.
Ol YI U wil E®ifHiansdl 3:4-8)
2+0Y1 wOOI wE O6ved youl) ®uww a Guwi DT B D iwd(@kn 1301 wEOOUT 1 US
Jesus showed us what perfect love looks like. He taught it and he lived it. He is our
example. If we want to love like he loved, if we want to lov e our spouse, our family, our friends
EQEwWOUI T UUwpki OOO0Owhi whpDOOwWi 6000PwW) 1 UUUZ wOl EEd w
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There is a very specific mindset at the core of the way Jesus lived and loved. It is one that
is not popular in our world. It is counter to what comes naturally to us. But, it is the path to
OOYDPOT woOPO!l w) T UUUwWOOYT Edww( OwPUwUT T whEawUOwx1 Uil E
PUw?20PI 1T wUOT E0wPUwUOUUOCaAwWODPI 1T 62 w w Gvithis the ®IOwWinp Uy w21 Y
Scriptures which we will look at. But, if | were to sum them up in one word , that word would
be selflessness
+1 Uz U0woOPUUI OwbPOWEUWUT 1T w xOUUOI w/ EUOWET UEUPEIT Uw)
of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, not
looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of others. In your relationships
with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did
not consider equality with God something to be used to his own adva ntage; rather, he made
I DOUI Of wOOUT POT WEAWUEODOT wlT T wYI-®)awOEUVUUI woOi wEwUI
-O0POwWOl UwUUwWUT T wbl EVw) 1 UUVUWUEDPEWEEOU OWUT OUT wbki O
be my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross dai0a wWE OE wi OO0 OP wll 62 wep+ U
There are some key elementswithin the above Scriptures: If we want to love like Jesus
loved, we are instructed to not be selfish or vain; to not use our position for our own advantage;
to look to the interests of others; to value others above ourselves; to take on the nature of a
servant; to deny ourselves; to be humble.
Before looking at how this applies to us, there is a message we shouldnot take away from
these @riptures. They are not telling us that some people are worth more than others. C. S.
Lewis once said,? ' UOPOPUa wPUwOOUwWUT POODOT woOl UUwOiEweyOUUUI Oi
human being is of equal worth. In fact, in the above Scriptures we read that Jesus is equal with
God (the Father). These Sriptures also tell us that Jesus did not use his equality with the Father
to his own advantage t POUUT EEQuw! I wOOOO0!I Ew?200wU0T 1 wbdUI UT UOUwW
U7 T wYl UawOEUUUT woOi wEwWUI UYEOUG» w
In essence, although Jesus was equal with the Father, hevillingly set aside his position,
humbling himself to serve others. He made the highest good of others his primary
consideration, even though it cost him. That is what perfect love looks like.
What would it look like for us to love others selflessly? It would look like being
considerate of others; not having to have our way; caring for the needs of others at our
expense; setting aside our hurt feelings to pray for those who hurt us; going out of our way to
do something nice for others. These are just afew examples. When we live in Christ, he will
guide us into what loving well looks like in practical ways throughout our day to day lives.
In summary, loving well is generosity in all of its forms ;1 B x Ul UUDOT w&OEz UwUI O «
others.
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Loving other s well ¢ an illustration

Jesus gave us the following illustration which is recorded in Luke 10:25-37:

The Parable of the Good Samaritan

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus? 31 EET 1 UO» wi I wEUOI E
Pwhat must | do to inherit eternal OB 1 1 y 2

?What is written in the Law? 2 he replied. ? ' OP WEOQwa OUwUl EEwbUYyY »

" 1 wE O U blowe th& 1Ona Pour God with all your heart and with all your soul and

PPUT WEOOwWa OUlUwUUUI 61 U1 wESEwWPDPUT WEOOwWaOUUwODPOE~ Ou
28 0UWEBYPRI Ul E wBéusltdpied DA@w Ul DUWE OE uButb& ubbOOwOoODY |
wanted to justii a wi POUT O OwUOwi 1 wEUOI Ew) 1 UUUOw? OEwbki Ow
( OwUIl x 0a w)AImandwasugdiggbl&nn duddn Jerusalem to Jericho, when he

was attacked by robbers. They stipped him of his clothes, beat him and went

away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to be going down the same road,

and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite, when

he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the ther side. But a Samaritan, as

he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him.

He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put

the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him . The next

day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ? + OOOWET Ul Uwl OO~ wli

U E banhéwien | return, | will reimburse youfor EQa wl RUUEwl Rx1 OUIl wa OUwOE a

PWhich of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the

I EOEVUwWOl wlOT 1T wWUOEEIT UUYy »

3T T wl RxT U0wPOwUT T wOEPWUI xOPI EOw?37T 1 wOOI whT Owi EE

Jesus told him, ?Go and do likewise.?

first question the prieUUWE OE wUT T w+1 YPUI wEUOI EwPEUO ws (| w( wUUOX
OOwOlOl yzw! UUwEawUT 1T wYl UawOEUUUI wOi wi PUWEOOET UOOwWUI
OOU0wUUOxwUOwWI T Oxwl0T BUwO E T is beitdnly wirnbolr Qaut daid wherO w0 Owi B
he looked at our world and chose to come to us. He intentionally and willingly put us first. This

is what fulfilling relationships are made of. And, thisis how we love well.
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There are many people with needs in our world ¢ from our closestfamily and friends, to
those in our community, to those who are across the globe. God wants to loveand care for
others through us. His love in our heart compels us to be that good Samaritan.

And, in the process of loving others in practical ways, may w e always keep sight of the
 EEOwUl EQwOT T wi Ul EOT U0wWOI 1T EwPl WwEOOwWI EYI wbhUwOUUwWOI
is only found in him. There is no better way to express love for someone than to share the
gospel with them.

God wants to change us, to change our marriages, our families, our communities, and
beyond. Let us never underestimate the power of his love lived out through our lives and in our
world.

2, EAawOUUw+OUEwW) 1 U0Uw"T UPUUwWI POUI Of wEOKac& OEwOUU
gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, encourage your hearts and strengthen you in
I Yl Uawl OOEWET | EWEOEwWPOUIE)S » wpl w31 1 UUEOCOOPEOUWI o hut

OUR ETERNAL HOME

Jesus said?0 ws ( WEOwWUT 1T wUI U Uhe ore i DalidVes ih e willive] wO DI 1 6
1 YT OQwOT OUIJohn U1:26)a WEDIT 8 »

Fwow! T EEVUUT w( woO BRYul gt) ubi QuhnEKOUNNWP D OO wOD Y 1 &

OwOUUwWNOUUODBT azUwi OEOw& OE wb bedéaditr 2 Cinti@ns aiisp UwET B C
21 wOOOPWUT EVwUINN b3 1OWETWY wWEWIi B OOwlT 1 wEl EEwPPOOW
3T 1T Ul wEUT wOEOGawEIT UEDO Wur tife to Edind,zlikely Bedadde ut BE O U U w
and whatnohuman OPOE wi EUwWEODEWDY DBt Ww&OEwWl EVUwx Ul xEUI Ewi Ol
o( w" OUPOUT PEOUwW!I o NASw! UUOwPT EUT YT UwOUUwI U1 UBEOwI O¢
will be in the presence of the One we love t the One who loves us with a perfect love.

237 1T UIT OUIl OWEUwaOUwuUl ET BYI Ew" T UPUUwW) 1 U0UWOT T w+o
established in the faith, just as you wenediat? (Colossians 26-7a ESV)
?2-0bwlUOwWI POwWwPT OWPUWEEOT wOOWEOwWPOOI EUVUEEOCawWOOUIT wo
DUWEUwWPOUOwWPBUT POwWUUOWUOW! DPOWET wi OOUawbOwUT 1T wET
(Ephesians 3:26213)
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Closing

22101Auu+ OUE wPkT PO w(ishiah6FBZ)WE T wi OUOE wo 2
?80UWEEOz Uwl OWEEEOQWEOEWET EC
(C. S. Lewis)

T1T wOTl 1l WET T POODPDT OWEUU U

I have memories of conversations between my grandmother and her sister when they
were in their 60s and 70s discussing how amazed they were about how quickly the years flew
by. Some of their comments were reflective, and others were quite humorous as they talked
about the effects of aging.Well, OT 1 az Y1 wEI 1T OQwi 008 A uduHetzidmyd EUUOw
60s commenting about how quickly the years pass.In time, my daughter and son-in-law will be
doing the same. And on and on it goes.
God created us and he loves us. He wants us to love him back with our whole heart. He
wants us to enjoy life PPUT wi POOwW? 0PI 1 wUl ECwPUwlOUUOAWODI T 62w’
earth for just a short while. The choices we make not only impact our lives here and now, they
also determine our eternity.
One day, we will take our final breath, but our hearts will live on. There is no better way
to live, and no better way to die, than in Christ. May it be that at the end of our earthly time we
will be able to proclaim what the Psalmist wrote: ? , a wi O1 UT wEOEwOa wi 1 EUUwWOE a
the strength of my heartaO E wOa wx OUUD OO wi OUI YI UB~2 wgp/ UEOOWAt ol t A
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APPENDIX 1:

YOUR NEW LIFE IN CHRIST

Welcome to the family of God!
The day you become a follower of Jesus is a day you will remember for the rest of your
life. Different people experience this life -changing event in different ways. It may evoke in you
feelings of relief, or joy, or freedom, or you may not feel any emotio ns at all ¢ just the calm
awareness that you have turned a corner in your life and you are now embarking on a new
path. 6 T EUI YI UwaOdUUwUI UxOO0OUI OwaOUwWEEOwUUUUUOwWUTT wUOU
believing, repenting and professing Christ as Lord of yo ur life, you are now part of his family.
Your new life in Christ has begun!
There may be a lot of questions on your mind at this point about prayer, the Bible, church, etc.
371 Ul wECEWOUT T UwUOXxPEUWEUI WEEEUI UUI E uaBidig "Oi0rwpUE Qw0
read that chapter. But, there are other questions that apply primarily to new Christians, such as:

261 PET wOUEOUOEUPOOWOT wUT T w! PEOT wUT OUOGEwW( wUUI y
Some people find it helpful to begin with the New Living Translation. And later, when

delving into deeper study of the Bible, the New International Version (NIV) and the English

Standard Version (ESV) are translations that many people use. (You can check out these, and

other translations of the Bible at biblehub.com and biblegateway.com.)

26T EOwUT OUOCEwW( wOOOOwi OUwPOWEWET UUET ¥y 2 wuw

A church that teaches the Bibleand observes the two ordinancesthat Jesus established

These arethe most important aspects to look for in a church.

Jesus established two ordinances, baptism and communion.

Jesus, who is our example, was baptized (Matthew 3:1316), and he wants us to be
baptized (Matthew 28:19). You will want to be baptized as soon as you can arrange it. Baptism
is an outward expression of what has already taken place inwardly. It is declaring your
commitment to God and your willingness to obey him. It also acknowledges to your family,
friends and others, the importance of the commitment you have made.

Jesus also celebrated communion with his disciples and said we should do this in
remembrance of him. Some churches observe communion weekly, some monthly or on other
set schedules.
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A church that provides opportunities for you to grow in understanding the Scriptures and to

mature in Christ

! DPEOI wUUUEawl UOUxUWEUI wEwl Ul EDwPEaAawUOwOl EUOw& O
for in -depth teaching on specific topics.

A church where love for God and others is expressed

How do the people in the church interact with each other? Does the church promote
sharing the gospel? How does the church minister to the hurting and those in need? What
outreach does the church do in the community and beyond?

You will probably want to visit several churches before you make a decision. Pray for
God to guide you in this process.

Have realistic expectations. When | first became a Christian | thought | would find the
perfect church. My expectations were unrealistic. Let me share with you what | came to realize:

No church is perfect ¢ because the church is actually the people, not the building. And,
any group setting we find ourselves in, including church, will include people who are just like
U0woéowbHOx1T Uil EUBS w w -d ndnywohderti diuwcbes With |pebpleuvthd) are
walking with the Lord, worshipping together, learning together, and serving together ¢ and
they would be happy to have you join them!

Once again, congratulations on your new life in Christ!

May God blesgou as you seek to know him and love him with your whole heart.
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APPENDIX 2:

{117w9 ¢19 DhhS5AHeaP0jGodK { KI NB

A Heart for Godwas written to share the gospel messageto explain why and how to
become a follower of Jesus, andvhatitmeans UOwP EOOwP D UT wi POwWwOOwWOUUWODI
A Heart for Godis available as afree eBook at heartforgod.org ¢ and not just for a
limited time. It will always be free on this site. 2T EUI w& OE z Uwih@&tkeditkifor Uw o6 wU
A Heart for Godwith others .

Prefer a printed copy?

1 A Heart for Godis in PDF format on the above website. | have made allowances in my
copyright statement so you can print out this book, as long as you observe the

following copyright restrictions.

© 2018t 2020Vicki Lynn Gordy. [2018-Chapters 1-4 / 2020Entire book]

While this book is under copyright protection, PERMISSION IS GRANTED for freely
sharing this book electronically in its comp lete and exact form but not for monetary
gain, and PERMISSION IS ALSO GRANTED for printing this book in its complete and

exact form for personal use and/or to freely share with others but not for monetary gain.

1 Also, for a professional look (a high-quality color cover, and spiral binding), the cost
for these servicesat Office Depotis only about $6. per book (with you providing the
printed pages) + making A Heart for Goda great gift idea! Go to heartforgod.org
@?11 EEx/ UPOU? wUEEA Wi OUwOOUI wEIl UEPOUS
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